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On January 8, 2009, the United States Department of Education approved New York State’s participation in the Differentiated Accountability pilot program under the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). On May 18, 2009, the Board of Regents approved emergency adoption of Commissioner’s Regulations to implement Differentiated Accountability beginning with the 2009–10 school year. 


The Differentiated Accountability program provides New York State with the opportunity to better match the support and interventions provided to schools to improve student achievement with the academic reasons that led to the school’s identification for improvement under No Child Left Behind. 


Under Differentiated Accountability, New York State will continue to determine Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) for all public schools and Local Education Agencies as specified in New York State’s approved NCLB accountability workbook. Accountability status for districts in 2009–10 will be determined using the same process as was used to determine 2008–09 status. However, accountability status for public and charter schools in 2009–10 will be determined using a modified process approved as part of the Differentiated Accountability model. 

In 2009–10 each New York State public and charter school that is not in Good Standing will be designated to an accountability “phase” (Improvement, Corrective Action, or Restructuring) based on its history of making AYP and its 2008–09 AYP determination for each accountability measure. These schools will also be assigned an accountability “category” (Basic, Focused, or Comprehensive) based on the student accountability group(s) whose failure to make AYP caused the school to be identified.


Accountability measures for schools at the elementary/middle level are English language arts (ELA), mathematics, and science; at the secondary level, they are ELA, mathematics, and graduation rate. A school may be in a different accountability phase for each measure. The school’s overall status is its most advanced New York State accountability phase and its highest category within that phase.  The supports and interventions for schools that are designated into a particular phase/category have been modified for implementation beginning in 2009–10.


The enclosed report shows the potential 2009–10 phase by measure and overall phase for each school in your district or in your charter school based on whether the school made AYP in 2008–09 on the measure. AYP by measure can be determined using the 2008–09 Elementary/Middle-Level and High School Accountability Verification Reports available on www.nySTART.gov. Directions for determining AYP using these reports are provided in “Using Verification Reports to Calculate Accountability Participation and Performance,” which is available at http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/irts/nystart/reportguides.html. Further information on determining AYP is available in the Student Information Repository System Manual at http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/irts/sirs/.

All schools receiving Title I funds and designated as Improvement, Corrective Action, or Restructuring in 2009–10 must make Supplemental Educational Services available to eligible students immediately upon identification. All schools receiving Title I funds and identified as in Improvement (Year 2), Corrective Action, or Restructuring in 2009–10 must also offer Public School Choice.



More information on the Differentiated Accountability program, a more detailed explanation of how schools are assigned to phases and categories, and a chart that summarizes the supports and interventions for identified schools are available at www.emsc.nysed.gov/irts/accountability.

Questions regarding Differentiated Accountability and how a school’s phase and category will be determined should be directed to Maria (Parzych) Sokol or Shibu Joseph in the Office of Accountability, Policy, and Administration at (718) 722-2796. Questions regarding data collection and reporting and how AYP is determined should be directed to the Office of Information and Reporting Services at (518) 474-7965 or at rptcard@mail.nysed.gov.
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