Year 2 1
School Improvement
Grant Application !:

Submitted by:

Buffalo City School District
408 City Hall

Buffalo, New York 14202
Contact: Debbie Buckley

Assistant Superintendent

Office of Federal & State Programs
Telephone: (716) 816-3966

Fax: (716) 851-3968

E-mail:

dbuckley @buffaloschools.org

"Putting children and families first to ensure high academic achievement for all.”
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New York State Education Department
LEASchool Improvement Grant Application Year 2 Update, FY 2010
Under 1003 (g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965

Statement of Assurances

The following assurances are a component of your application. By signing the certification on the
application cover page you are ensuring accountability and compliance with state and federal laws,
regulations, and grants management requirements and certifying that you have read and will comply
with the following assurances and certifications.

Federal Assurances and Certifications, General:

¢ Assurances - Non-Construction Programs
*  Certifications Regarding Lobbying: Debarment, Suspension and Other Responsibility Matters
*  Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary
Exclusion — Lower Tier Covered Transactions
¢ General Education Provisions Act Assurances

Federal Assurances and Certifications, NCLB (if appropriate):

The following are required as a condition for receiving any federal funds under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, as amended by the No
Child Left Behind Act of 2001.

®  NCLB Assurances
e School Prayer Certification

General Federal Assurances

1. The program will be administered in accordance with all applicable statutes, regulations, program plans and applications;
2. Each LEA shall assure its compliance with all supplement not supplant requirements;
3. (a) The control of funds provided under each program and title to property acquired with program funds will be in a public agency orin a

non-profit private agency, institution, organization, or Indian tribe, if the law authorizing the program provides for assistance to those entities; (b) the
public agency, nonprofit private agency, institution or organization, or Indian tribe will administer the funds and property to the extent required by the
authorizing statutes;

4, The applicant will adopt and use proper methods of administering each such program, including (a) the enforcement of any obligations
imposed by law on agencies, institutions, organizations, and other recipients responsible for carrying out each program; and (b) the correction of
deficiencies in program operations that are identified through audits, monitoring, or evaluation;

5. The applicant will cooperate in carrying out any evaluation of each such program conducted by or for the State educational agency, the
Secretary, or other Federal officials;

6. ‘The applicant will use such fiscal control and fund accounting procedures as will ensure proper disbursement of, and accounting for, Federal
funds paid to the applicant under each such program;

7. The applicant agrees to comply with the following civil rights authorities, their implementing regulations, and appropriate federal and State

guidelines: Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Federal Educational Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
of 1973, and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975.
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New York State Education Department
LEASchool Improvement Grant Application Year 2 Update, FY 2010
Under 1003 (g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965

ASSURANCES - NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS

As the duly authorized representative of the applicant, and by signing the application cover page, I certify that the applicant:

1. Has the legal authority to apply for Federal assistance, and the institutional, managerial and financial capability (including
funds sufficient to pay the non-Federal share of project cost) to ensure proper planning, management, and completion of the project
described in this application.

2. Will give the awarding agency, the Comptroller General of the United States, and if appropriate, the State, through any
authorized representative, access to and the right to examine all records, books, papers, or documents related to the award; and will
establish a proper accounting system in accordance with generally accepted accounting standards or agency directives.

3. Will establish safeguards to prohibit employees from using their positions for a purpose that constitutes or presents the
appearance of personal or organizational conflict of interest, or personal gain.

4. Will initiate and complete the work within the applicable time frame after receipt of approval of the awarding agency.

5. Will comply with the Intergovernmental Personnel Act of 1970 (42 U.S.C §§ 4728-4763) relating to prescribed standards for
merit systems for programs funded under one of the 19 statutes or regulations specified in Appendix A of OPM's Standards for a Merit
System of Personnel Administration (5 C.F.R. 900, Subpart F).

6. Will comply with all Federal statutes relating to nondiscrimination. These include but are not limited to: (a) Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 (P.L. 88-352) which prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color or national origin; (b) Title IX of the
Education Amendments of 1972, as amended (20 U.S.C. §§1681-1683, and 1685-1686), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of
sex; (c) Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended (29 U.S.C. § 794), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of
handicaps; (d) the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended (42 U.S.C. §§ 6101-6107), which prohibits discrimination on the basis
of age; (e) the Drug Abuse Office and Treatment Act of 1972 (P.L. 92-255), as amended, relating to nondiscrimination on the basis of
drug abuse; (f) the Comprehensive Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism Prevention, Treatment and Rehabilitation Act of 1970 (P.L.91-
616), as amended, relating to nondiscrimination on the basis of alcohol abuse or alcoholism: (g) §§ 523 and 527 of the Public Health
Service Act of 1912 (42 U.S.C. §§ 290 dd-3 and 290 ee 3), as amended, relating to confidentiality of alcohol and drug abuse patient
records; (h) Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. § 3601 et seq.), as amended, relating to nondiscrimination in the
sale, rental or financing of housing; (i) any other nondiscrimination provisions in the specific statute(s) under which application for
Federal assistance is being made; and (j) the requirements of any other nondiscrimination statute(s) which may apply to the application.

7. Will comply, or has already complied, with the requirements of Titles II and III of the uniform Relocation Assistance and Real
Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-646) which provide for fair and equitable treatment of persons displaced or whose
property is acquired as a result of Federal or federally assisted programs. These requirements apply to all interests in real property
acquired for project purposes regardless of Federal participation in purchases.

8. Will comply, as applicable, with the provisions of the Hatch Act (5 U.S.C. §§1501-1508 and 7324-7328), which limit the
political activities of employees whose principal employment activities are funded in whole or in part with Federal funds.

9. Will comply, as applicable, with the provisions of the Davis-Bacon Act (40 U.S.C. §§ 276a to 276a-7), the Copeland Act (40
U.S.C. §276c and 18 U.S.C. §§874) and the Contract Work Hours and Safety Standards Act (40 U.S.C. 8§ 327-333), regarding labor
standards for federally assisted construction sub agreements.

10. Will comply, if applicable, with flood insurance purchase requirements of Section 102(a) of the Flood Disaster Protection Act
of 1973 (P.L. 93-234) which requires recipients in a special flood hazard area to participate in the program and to purchase flood
insurance if the total cost of insurable construction and acquisition is $10,000 or more.

11. Will comply with environmental standards which may be prescribed pursuant to the following: (a) institution of environmental
quality control measures under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (P.L. 91-190) and Executive Order (EO) 11514; (b)
notification of violating facilities pursuant to EO 11738; (c) protection of wetlands pursuant to EO 11990; (d) evaluation of flood
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New York State Education Department
LEASchool Improvement Grant Application Year 2 Update, FY 2010
Under 1003 (g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965

hazards in floodplains in accordance with EQ 11988; (e) assurance of project consistency with the approved State management program
developed under the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. §§1451 et seq.); (D conformity of Federal actions to State
(Clear Air) Implementation Plans under Section 176(c) of the Clear Air Act of 1955, as amended (42 U.S.C. §§7401 et seq.); (g)
protection of underground sources of drinking water under the Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974, as amended, (P.L. 93-523); and (h)
protection of endangered species under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, (P.L. 93-205).

12. Will comply with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968 (16 U.S.C. §§1721 et seq.) related to protecting components or
potential components of the national wild and scenic rivers system.

13. Will assist the awarding agency in assuring compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as
amended (16 U.S.C. §470), EO 11593 (identification and protection of historic properties), and the Archaeological and Historic
Preservation Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. §8§469a-1 et seq.).

14. Will comply with P.L. 93-348 regarding the protection of human subjects involved in research, development, and related
activities supported by this award of assistance.

15. Will comply with the Laboratory Animal Welfare Act of 1966 (P.L. 89-544, as amended, 7 U.S.C. §§2131 et seq.) pertaining
to the care, handling, and treatment of warm blooded animals held for research, teaching, or other activities supported by this award of
assistance.

16. Will comply with the Lead-Based Paint Poisoning Prevention Act (42 U.S.C. §§4801 et seq.), which prohibits the use of lead-
based paint in construction or rehabilitation of residence structures.

17. Will cause to be performed the required financial and compliance audits in accordance with the Single Audit Act Amendments
of 1996 and OMB Circular No. A-133, Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations.

18. Will comply with all applicable requirements of all other Federal laws, executive orders, regulations and policies governing
this program.

Standard Form 424B (Rev. 7-97), Prescribed by OMB Circular A-102, Authorized for Local Reproduction, as amended by New York State
Education Department
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New York State Education Department
LEASchool Improvement Grant Application Year 2 Update, FY 2010
Under 1003 (g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965

CERTIFICATIONS REGARDING LOBBYING

Applicants should refer to the regulations cited below to determine the certification to which they are required to attest. Applicants should also review
the instructions for certification included in the regulations before completing this form. Signature of the Application Cover Page provides for
compliance with certification requirements under 34 CFR Part 82, "New Restrictions on Lobbying,” and 34 CFR Part 85, "Government-wide
Debarment and Suspension (Nonprocurement).” The certifications shall be treated as a material representation of fact upon which reliance will be
placed when the Department of Education determines to award the covered transaction, grant, or cooperative agreement.

1. LOBBYING

As required by Section 1352, Title 31 of the U.S. Code, and implemented at 34 CFR Part 82, for persons entering into a grant or cooperative
agreement over $100,000, as defined at 34 CFR Part 82, Sections 82.105 and 82.110, the applicant certifies that:

(a) No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the undersigned, to any person for influencing or
attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of
a Member of Congress in connection with the making of any Federal grant, the entering into of any cooperative agreement, and the extension,
continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of any Federal grant or cooperative agreement;

(b) If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence
an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress
in connection with this Federal grant or cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form - LLL, "Disclosure
Form to Report Lobbying," in accordance with its instructions; and

(¢) The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award documents for all sub awards at all tiers

(including sub grants, contracts under grants and cooperative agreements, and subcontracts) and that all sub recipients shall certify and disclose
accordingly.
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New York State Education Department
LEASchool Improvement Grant Application Year 2 Update, FY 2010
Under 1003 (g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965

CERTIFICATION REGARDING DEBARMENT, SUSPENSION, INELIGIBILITY AND
VOLUNTARY EXCLUSION — LOWER TIER COVERED TRANSACT. TONS

This certification is required by the Department of Education regulations implementing Executive Order 12549, Debarment and Suspension, 34 CFR
Part 85, for all lower tier transactions meeting the threshold and tier requirements stated at Section 85.110.

Instructions for Certification
L. By signing the Application Cover Page, the prospective lower tier participant is providing the certification set out below.

2. The certification in this clause is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was entered into. If it is
later determined that the prospective lower tier participant knowingly rendered an erroneous certification, in addition to other remedies available
to the Federal Government, the department or agency with which this transaction originated may pursue available remedies, including suspension
and/or debarment.

3. The prospective lower tier participant shall provide immediate written notice to the person to whom this proposal is submitted if at any time the
prospective lower tier participant learns that its certification was erroneous when submitted or has become erroneous by reason of changed
circumstances.

4. The terms “covered transaction,” “ debarred,” “sus pended,” “ineligible,” “lower tier covered transaction,” “participant, ” “ person,”
“primary covered transaction,” “ principal,” “proposal,” and “voluntarily excluded,” as used in this clause, have the meanings set out in the
Definitions and Coverage sections of rules implementing Executive Order 12549, You may contact the person to which this proposal is submitted
for assistance in obtaining a copy of those regulations.

5. The prospective lower tier participant agrees by submitting this proposal that, should the proposed covered transaction be entered into, it shall not
knowingly enter into any lower tier covered transaction with a person who is debarred, suspended, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded
from participation in this covered transaction, unless authorized by the department or agency with which this transaction originated.

6. The prospective lower tier participant further agrees by submitting this proposal that it will include the clause titled “Certification Regarding
Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility, and Voluntary Exclusion-Lower Tier Covered Transactions,” without modification, in all lower tier
covered transactions and in all solicitations for lower tier covered transactions.

7. A participant in a covered transaction may rely upon a certification of a prospective participant in a lower tier covered transaction that it is not
debarred, suspended, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from the covered transaction, unless it knows that the certification is erroneous. A
participant may decide the method and frequency by which it determines the eligibility of its principals. Each participant may, but is not required
to, check the Nonprocurement List.

8. Nothing contained in the foregoing shall be construed to require establishment of a system of records in order to render in good faith the
certification required by this clause. The knowledge and information of a participant is not required to exceed that which is normally possessed
by a prudent person in the ordinary course of business dealings.

9. Except for transactions authorized under paragraph 5 of these instructions, if a participant in a covered transaction knowingly enters into a lower
tier covered transaction with a person who is suspended, debarred, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction, in
addition to other remedies available to the Federal Government, the department or agency with which this transaction originated may pursue
available remedies, including suspension and/or debarment.

Certification

(1) The prospective lower tier participant certifies, by submission of this proposal, that neither it nor its principals are presently debarred, suspended,
proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction by any Federal department or agency.

(2) Where the prospective lower tier participant is unable to certify to any of the statements in this certification, such prospective participant shall
attach an explanation to this proposal.

ED 80-0014, as amended by the New York State Education Department
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New York State Education Department
LEASchool Improvement Grant Application Year 2 Update, FY 2010
Under 1003 (g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965

GENERAL EDUCATION PROVISIONS ACT ASSURANCES

These assurances are required by the General Education Provisions Act for certain
programs funded by the U.S. Department of Education.

As the authorized representative of the applicant, by signing the application cover page, I certify that:

(1) that the local educational agency will administer each program covered by the application in accordance with
all applicable statutes, regulations, program plans, and applications;

(2) that the control of funds provided to the local educational agency under each program, and title to property acquired with those funds, will be in a
public agency and that a public agency will administer those funds and property;

(3) that the local educational agency will use fiscal control and fund accounting procedures that will ensure proper disbursement of, and accounting
for, Federal funds paid to that agency under each program;

(4) that the local educational agency will make reports to the State agency or board and to the Secretary as may reasonably be necessary to enable the
State agency or board and the Secretary to perform their duties and that the local educational agency will maintain such records, including the records
required under section 1232f of this title, and provide access to those records, as the State agency or board or the Secretary deem necessary to
perform their duties;

(5) that the local educational agency will provide reasonable opportunities for the participation by teachers, parents, and other interested agencies,
organizations, and individuals in the planning for and operation of each program;

(6) that any application, evaluation, periodic program plan or report relating to each program will be made readily available to parents and other
members of the general public;

(7) that in the case of any project involving construction -

(A) the project is not inconsistent with overall State plans for the construction of school facilities, and

(B) in developing plans for construction, due consideration will be given to excellence of architecture and design and to compliance with
standards prescribed by the Secretary under section 794 of title 29 in order to ensure that facilities constructed with the use of Federal funds are
accessible to and usable by individuals with disabilities;

(8) that the local educational agency has adopted effective procedures for acquiring and disseminating to teachers and administrators participating in
each program significant information from educational research, demonstrations, and similar projects, and for adopting, where appropriate, promising
educational practices developed through such projects; and

(9) that none of the funds expended under any applicable program will be used to acquire equipment (including computer software) in any instance in
which such acquisition results in a direct financial benefit to any organization representing the interests of the purchasing entity or its employees or
any affiliate of such an organization.
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New York State Education Department
LEASchool Improvement Grant Application Year 2 Update, FY 2010
Under 1003 (g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965

NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND ACT ASSURANCES

These assurances are required for programs funded under the No Child Left Behind Act.

As the authorized representative of the applicant, by signing the Application Cover Page, I certify that:
(1) each such program will be administered in accordance with all applicable statutes, regulations, program plans, and applications;

(2) (A) the control of funds provided under each such program and title to property acquired with program funds will be in a public agency or in a
nonprofit private agency, institution, organization, or Indian tribe, if the law authorizing the program provides for assistance to those entities; and

(B) the public agency, nonprofit private agency, institution, or organization, or Indian tribe will administer the funds and property to

the extent required by the authorizing statutes;

(3) the applicant will adopt and use proper methods of administering each such program, including—
(A) the enforcement of any obligations imposed by law on agencies, institutions, organizations, and other recipients responsible for
carrying out each program; and
(B) the correction of deficiencies in program operations that are identified through audits, monitoring, or evaluation:

(4) the applicant will cooperate in carrying out any evaluation of each such program conducted by or for the State educational agency,
the Secretary, or other Federal officials;

(5) the applicant will use such fiscal control and fund accounting procedures as will ensure proper disbursement of, and accounting for,
Federal funds paid to the applicant under each such program;

(6) the applicant will—
(A) submit such reports to the State educational agency (which shall make the reports available to the Governor) and the Secretary
as the State educational agency and Secretary may require to enable the State educational agency and the Secretary to perform their
duties under each such program; and
(B) maintain such records, provide such information, and afford such access to the records as the State educational agency (after
consultation with the Governor) or the Secretary may reasonably require to carry out the State educational agency’s or the
Secretary’s d uties;

(7) before the application was submitted, the applicant afforded a reasonable opportunity for public comment on the application and
considered such comment;

(8) the applicant has consulted with teachers, school administrators, parents, nonpublic school representatives and others in the
development of the application to the extent required for the applicant under the program pursuant to the applicable provisions of the
No Child Left Behind Act;

(9) in the case of a local educational agency, as a condition of receiving funds under the No Child Left Behind Act, the applicant is
complying with the requirements of Education Law § 3214(3)(d) and (f) and the Gun-Free Schools Act (20 U.S.C. § 7151);

(10) in the case of a local educational agency, as a condition of receiving funds under the No Child Left Behind Act, the applicant is
complying with the requirements of 20 U.S.C. § 7908 on military recruiter access;

(11) in the case of a local educational agency, as a condition of receiving funds under the No Child Left Behind Act, the applicant is
complying with the requirements of 20 U.S.C. § 7904 on constitutionally protected prayer in public elementary and secondary schools;

(12) in the case of a local educational agency, as a condition of receiving funds under the No Child Left Behind Act, the applicant is
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New York State Education Department
LEASchool Improvement Grant Application Year 2 Update, FY 2010
Under 1003 (g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965

complying with the requirements of Education Law § 2802(7), and any state regulations implementing such statute and 20 U.S.C. §
7912 on unsafe school choice; and

(13) in the case of a local educational agency, the applicant is complying with all fiscal requirements that apply to the program,
including but not limited to any applicable supplement not supplant or local maintenance of effort requirements.

SCHOOL PRAYER CERTIFICATION

As a condition of receiving federal funds under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, as amended by the No Child Left Behind
Act of 2001 (NCLB), the local educational agency hereby certifies that no policy of the local educational agency prevents, or otherwise
denies participation in, constitutionally protected prayer in public elementary schools and secondary schools, as detailed in the current
guidance issued pursuant to NCLB Section 9524(a).
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Year 2 School Improvement Grant Application
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Year 2 School Improvement Grant Application
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New York State Education Department
LEASchool Improvement Grant Application Year 2 Update, FY 2010
Under 1003 (g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965

Schoel Goals Update

Directions: Please describe any progress made on the annual goals the LEA established in their approved
’09 SIG application for monitoring student achievement on the State’s assessments in reading/language arts
and mathematicsand/or annual goals the LEA established for graduation rate in Tier ITI schools that receive
school improvement funds.

Annual Goals Tier Il Schools

School | o ﬁg’é‘i py | TargetELAPI | d(:i.t?l\ﬁ:h pr | Target Math P
6 122 130 130 137
17 127 135 161 165
18 134 141 160 164
30 138 145 156 161
33 130 137 137 144
37 122 130 139 146
43 144 150 164 168
59 ‘ 134 141 136 143
76 124 132 151 156
79 147 153 161 165
94 132 139 165 169
95 135 142 135 142
96 145 151 147 153
97 140 146 174 177

Plan for assessing Tier III schools’ progress on meeting these goals:

The District will collect data through the year and use this data regularly to monitor the schools’ progress towards
their goals. Information gleaned from regular assessments, instructional walkthroughs, and grade level meetings
will be used at the school and district level to adjust instruction and interventions as necessary to ensure the goals
are met. The District level team will meet for this purpose on a bi-monthly basis, school level data meetings will
be held monthly, and grade level meetings will be held weekly. ‘
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New York State Education Department
LEASchool Improvement Grant Application Year 2 Update, FY 2010
Under 1003 (g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965

CONSULTATION and COLLABORATION

Describe how the LEA has consulted with relevant stakeholders regarding the LEA’s FY 2010 application update.
Identify stakeholders, and describe any relevant outcomes from the consultations. Consultation must be consistent
with the State School Governance Law for New York City, Commissioner’s Regulations Part 100.11 and each
LEA’s Title I Parent Involvement Policy.Also complete the Consultation/Collaboration Form on page 14.

CONSULTATION and COLLABORATION

Describe how the LEA has consulted with relevant stakeholders regarding the LEA’s FY 2010 application update. Identify
stakeholders, and describe any relevant outcomes from the consultations. Consultation must be consistent with the State
School Govemnance Law for New York City, Commissioner’s Regulations Part 100.11 and each LEA’s Title I Parent
Involvement Policy. Also complete the Consultation/Collaboration Form on page 14.

The purpose of school-based planning and shared decision making at Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary School is ultimately
to improve the educational performance of all students in the school regardless of such factors as socioeconomic status, race,
sex, language background, or disability. This is our first year working with the School Improvement Grant but not our first
year trying to collaborate with our most important stakeholders — parents, community and teachers. After many years of
intense effort to increase MLK parent involvement, the results are beginning to appear more encouraging. MLK
administration and staff work under the premise that when schools, families, and community groups work together to support
learning, children tend to do better in school, stay in school longer, and like school more — increasing their opportunity for
success.

As such, during the 2010-2011 school year MLK partnered with the following community groups:

. Western New York United-Prevention specialists provide students in grades 5-8 training in conflict resolution, drug
awareness, and team building. Also through WNY United, a group of junior high students participate in Leaders in Training-
The LIT program is designed to develop the leadership skills necessary to move from adolescence to adulthood. The
combination of in-class workshops and physical activities build physical, social, cognitive, vocational, and moral
competencies.

. Buffalo Hearing and Speech-Twice a week for two hours, thirty-three 1st and 2nd grade students who are at risk for
literacy difficulties due to poor auditory processing skills, delayed phonological skills and/or poor expressive and receptive
language skills participate in an intensive intervention entitled Language to Literacy Program. The philosophy of the program
is to “go back to the basics” of several areas, which compose “language literacy” in order to have age appropriate reading
skills and be successful in the classroom. Quarterly progress reports and trainings are also provides to the first and second
grade teachers.

. Dupont Mentors-Every Thursday from 3:30-5:30 p.m., eight associates of Dupont Corporation serve as mentors to
ten 5th grade students. In an effort to provide social-emotional and academic support, they participate in book circles as well
as project-based and enrichment activities. Although the positive impacts this year have been purely qualitative; next year,
the Dupont mentors will “adopt” an entire 6th grade class with hopes of tracking qualitative as well as quantitative progress.

. Roswell Park-Still in the developmental stages, what started out as a panel discussion of African-American
professionals from the medical field is now evolving into a school-community collaboration that will give MLK students
opportunities to strengthen and “give back” to their communities.

. SPCA (Teaching Love and Compassion Program)-Every quarter, a selected group of junior high students participate
in a six-week program entitled Teaching Love and Compassion. The TLC program utilizes the powerful natural affinity
towards animals that most children experience as the basis for encouraging compassion, empathy, care, respect, and
responsibility towards all life-both human and animal and the environment that supports life. The program culminates with a
school-based graduation and certificate ceremony.

The LEA consulted with the principals and teachers at each participating school. The LEA also consulted with the Buffalo
Teachers Federation and the Buffalo Council of Supervisors and Administrators (see District narrative). Parent consultation
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New York State Education Department
LEASchool Improvement Grant Application Year 2 Update, FY 2010
Under 1003 (g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965

meetings were held for each school. These meetings were attended by parents from the District Parent Coordinating Council
and parents from the PTO/PTAs at each of the two participating elementary schools.

We see a gradual change in school climate as the administrative staff, teachers and parents work to develop a shared vision of
what we would like to see MLK become. A priority for parents is the development of an infrastructure for student
achievement and success. Their ideas were to:

. implement a school-wide bullying program (Rachel’s Challenge)

create a student council with representatives of students from grades 3-8

continue to offer health-related services through the school’s fulltime Kaleida office

provide after-hours comprehensive wrap around services to students as well as their family members

create a welcoming parent room equipped with computers and a lending library for parents
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Year 2 School Improvement Grant Application

School Data Update
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Buffalo City School District




New York State Education Department
LEASchool Improvement Grant Application Year 2 Update, FY 2010
Under 1003 (g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965

School Data Update

Complete for each school recetving FY 2009 SIG funds.

School: Dr. Martin Luther King Multicultural Institute #39 NCES#:00305
Grades Served: PK - Grade 8 Number of students: 729

reading/language arts and in mathematics, by student subgroup; average scale scores on State assessments in
reading/language arts and mathematics, by grade, for the “all students group”, for each quartile, and for each
subgroup; percentage of limited English proficient students who attain English language proficiency; graduation
rate; dropout rate; student attendance rate; college enrollment rates; discipline incidents; and truants.

Indicator 2008-2009 SY 2009-2010 SY
Number of minutes within the school 63,000 — includes ELOP 63,000 - includes ELOP
year
Number and percentage of students #:18 %:2.21 #:19 %:2.47

completing advanced coursework
(e.g., AP/IB), early-college high
schools, or dual enrollment classes

Teacher attendance rate 87.09% 86.6%

Distribution of teachers by N/A APPR began 2010 — 2011 school
performance level on LEA’s teacher year

evaluation system*

*Please describe the LEA's teacher The Annual Professional Performance Review (APPR) evaluation process has
evaluation system, and provide data been put in place for the 2010 -2011 school year and includes a pre-observation
on how many teachers are at each conference, and a collaborative discussion of the purpose of the lesson. After
level within the evaluation system for | the observation, a post observation conference takes place, incorporating the
the school. data from the walk-throughs, to provide feedback and an opportunity to create a

Teacher Improvement Plan with no more than three areas for improvement.
L Follow up occurs within 15 days.




New York State Education Department
LEASchool Improvement Grant Application Year 2 Update, FY 2010
Under 1003 (g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965

School Data Update

Complete for each school receiving FY 2009 SIG funds.

School: The International School NCES#:00341
Grades Served: PK - Grade 8 Number of students: 729

To inform and evaluate the effectiveness of the interventions described in this grant application, as well as to fulfill

State assessments in reading/language arts and mathematics; student participation rate on State assessments in
reading/language arts and in mathematics, by student subgroup; average scale scores on State assessments in
reading/language arts and mathematics, by grade, for the “all students group”, for each quartile, and for each
subgroup; percentage of limited English proficient students who attain English language proficiency; graduation
rate; dropout rate; student attendance rate; college enrollment rates; discipline incidents; and truants.

Indicator 2008-2009 SY 2009-2010 SY
Number of minutes within the school 63,000 —includes ELOP 63,000 — Includes ELOP
ear
Number and percentage of students #:0 %: 0 #:0 %: 0
completing advanced coursework

(e.g., AP/IB), early-college high
schools, or dual enrollment classes

Teacher attendance rate 89.31% 89.01%
Distribution of teachers by N/A APPR began 2010 — 2011 schoo]
performance level on LEA’s teacher year

evaluation system*
*Please describe the LEA's teacher The Annual Professional Performance Review (APPR) evaluation process has
evaluation system, and provide data | been put in place for the 2010 -2011 schoo] year and includes a pre-observation

on how many teachers are at each conference, and a collaborative discussion of the purpose of the lesson. After
level within the evaluation system for | the observation, a post observation conference takes place, incoxporating the
the school. data from the walk-troughs, to provide feedback and an opportunity to create a

Teacher Improvement Plan with no more than three areas for improvement.
L Follow up occurs within 15 days.




New York State Education Department
LEASchool Improvement Grant Application Year 2 Update, FY 2010
Under 1003 (g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965

School Data Update
Complete for each school receiving FY 2009 SIG funds.

School: Bennett High School NCES#:00296
Grades Served: 9-12 Number of students:820

To inform and evaluate the effectiveness of the interventions described in this grant application, as well as to fulfill

2009-2010 SY
Number of minutes within the school | 63,000 63,000
—

#: 40 %:4.20 | #:26 %:2.43

ber and percentage of students
completing advanced coursework
(e.g., AP/IB), early-college high

schools, or dual enrollment classes
Distribution of teachers by _ Annual Professional Performance

performance level on LEA’s teacher Review began September 2010.
evaluation system*

*Please describe the LEA's teacher
evaluation system, and provide data
on how many teachers are at each
level within the evaluation system

for the school.

The Annual Professional Performance Review (APPR) evaluation process has
been put in place for the 2010 -2011 school year and includes a pre-observation




New York State Education Department
LEASchool Improvement Grant Application Year 2 Update, FY 2010
Under 1003 (g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965

School Data Update

Complete for each school receiving FY 2009 SIG funds.

School:South Park High School NCES#:00378
Grades Served:9-12 Number of students: 779

reading/language arts and in mathematics, by student subgroup; average scale scores on State assessments in
reading/language arts and mathematics, by grade, for the “all students group”, for each quartile, and for each
subgroup; percentage of limited English proficient students who attain English language proficiency; graduation
rate; dropout rate; student attendance rate; college enrollment rates; discipline incidents; and truants.

Indicator 2008-2009 SY 2009-2010 SY
Number of minutes within the school 63,000 63,000
ear
Number and percentage of students | # 89 %:11.5 #:91 %:13.0

completing advanced coursework
(e.g., AP/IB), early-college high
schools, or dual enrollment classes

Teacher attendance rate 88.40% 87.48%
Distribution of teachers by N/A Annual Professional Performance
performance level on LEA’s teacher Review began in September of 2010

evaluation system*

*Please describe the LEA's teacher The Annual Professional Performance Review (APPR) evaluation process has
evaluation system, and provide data | been put in place for the 2010 -2011 school year and includes a pre-observation

on how many teachers are at each conference, and a collaborative discussion of the purpose of the lesson. After
level within the evaluation system the observation, a post observation conference takes place, incorporating the
for the school. data from the walkthroughs, to provide feedback and an opportunity to create a

Teacher Improvement Plan with no more than three areas for improvement.
| Follow up occurs within 15 days.
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New York State Education Department
LEASchool Improvement Grant Application Year 2 Update, FY 2010
Under 1003 (g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965

School Goals Update

school improvement funds.
Annual Goals Tier III Schools

School | :31; :SOEA’LL pr | TargetELAPI | d‘g;ﬁ‘;ﬁ:h pr | Target Math PI

6 122 130 N 137

17 127 135 161 165
IRE 134 141 160 164

30 138 145 156 161

33 130 137 137 144

37 122 130 139 146

43 144 150 164 168

59 134 141 136 143

76 124 132 151 156 7

79 147 153 161 165

94 132 139 165 169 %

95 135 142 135 142

9% 145 151 147 153

97 140 146 174 177

are met. The District level team will meet for this purpose on a bi-monthly basis, school level data meetings will
be held monthly, and grade level meetings will be held weekly.
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CONSULTATION and COLLABORATION

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Multicultural Istitiute

Describe how the LEA has consulted with relevant stakeholders regarding the LEA’s FY 2010
application update. Identify stakeholders, and describe any relevant outcomes from the
consultations. Consultation must be consistent with the State School Governance Law for New
York City, Commissioner’s Regulations Part 100.11 and each LEA’s Title I Parent Involvement
Policy.Also complete the Consultation/Collaboration Form on page 14.

Describe how the LEA has consulted with relevant stakeholders regarding the LEA’s FY 2010 application
update. Identify stakeholders, and describe any relevant outcomes from the consultations. Consultation
must be consistent with the State School Governance Law for New York City, Commissioner’s
Regulations Part 100.11 and each LEA’s Title 1 Parent Involvement Policy. Also complete the
Consultation/Collaboration Form on page 14.

The purpose of school-based planning and shared decision making at Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary
School is ultimately to improve the educational performance of all students in the school regardless of
such factors as socioeconomic status, race, sex, language background, or disability. This is our first year
working with the School Improvement Grant but not our first year trying to collaborate with our most
important stakeholders — parents, community and teachers. After many years of intense effort to increase
MLK parent involvement, the results are beginning to appear more encouraging. MLK administration and
staff work under the premise that when schools, families, and community groups work together to support
learning, children tend to do better in school, stay in school longer, and like school more — increasing
their opportunity for success.

As such, during the 2010-2011 school year MLK partnered with the following community groups:

. Western New York United-Prevention specialists provide students in grades 5-8 training in
conflict resolution, drug awareness, and team building. Also through WNY United, a group of junior high
students participate in Leaders in Training-The LIT program is designed to develop the leadership skills
necessary to move from adolescence to adulthood. The combination of in-class workshops and physical
activities build physical, social, cognitive, vocational, and moral competencies.

. Buffalo Hearing and Speech-Twice a week for two hours, thirty-three Ist and 2nd grade students
who are at risk for literacy difficulties due to poor auditory processing skills, delayed phonological skills
and/or poor expressive and receptive language skills participate in an intensive intervention entitled
Language to Literacy Program. The philosophy of the program is to “go back to the basics™ of several
areas, which compose “language literacy” in order to have age appropriate reading skills and be
successful in the classroom. Quarterly progress reports and trainings are also provides to the first and
second grade teachers.

. Dupont Mentors-Every Thursday from 3:30-5:30 p.m., eight associates of Dupont Corporation
serve as mentors to ten 5th grade students. In an effort to provide social-emotional and academic support,
they participate in book circles as well as project-based and enrichment activities. Although the positive
impacts this year have been purely qualitative; next year, the Dupont mentors will “adopt” an entire 6th
grade class with hopes of tracking qualitative as well as quantitative progress.

. Roswell Park-Still in the developmental stages, what started out as a panel discussion of African-
American professionals from the medical field is now evolving into a school-community collaboration
that will give MLK students opportunities to strengthen and “give back” to their communities.

. SPCA (Teaching Love and Compassion Program)-Every quarter, a selected group of junior high
students participate in a six-week program entitled Teaching Love and Compassion. The TLC program
utilizes the powerful natural affinity towards animals that most children experience as the basis for



encouraging compassion, empathy, care, respect, and responsibility towards all life-both human and
animal and the environment that supports life. The program culminates with a school-based graduation
and certificate ceremony.

The LEA consulted with the principals and teachers at each participating school. The LEA also consulted
with the Buffalo Teachers Federation and the Buffalo Council of Supervisors and Administrators (see
District narrative). Parent consultation meetings were held for each school. These meetings were attended
by parents from the District Parent Coordinating Council and parents from the PTO/PTAs at each of the
two participating elementary schools.

We see a gradual change in school climate as the administrative staff, teachers and parents work to
develop a shared vision of what we would like to see MLK become. A priority for parents is the
development of an infrastructure for student achievement and success. Their ideas were to:

. implement a school-wide bullying program (Rachel’s Challenge)

. create a student council with representatives of students from grades 3-8

. continue to offer health-related services through the school’s fulltime Kaleida office

. provide after-hours comprehensive wrap around services to students as well as their family
members

. create a welcoming parent room equipped with computers and a lending library for parents



CONSULTATION and COLLABORATION

International School at #45

Describe how the LEA has consulted with relevant stakeholders regarding the LEA’s FY 2010
application update. Identify stakeholders, and describe any relevant outcomes from the
consultations. Consultation must be consistent with the State School Governance Law for New
York City, Commissioner’s Regulations Part 100.11 and each LEA’s Title I Parent Involvement
Policy. Also complete the Consultation/Collaboration Form on page 14.

The purpose of school-based planning and shared decision making at The International
Elementary School at #45 is ultimately to improve the educational performance of all students in
the school regardless of such factors as socioeconomic status, race, sex, language background, or
disability. This is our first year working with the School Improvement Grant but not our first
year trying to collaborate with our most important stakeholders — parents, community and
teachers. After many years of intense effort to increase parent involvement the results are
beginning to appear more encouraging. The International School’s administration and staff work
under the premise that when schools, families, and community groups work together to support
learning, children tend to do better in school, stay in school longer, and like school more —
increasing their opportunity for academic and life success.

We see a purposetul, gradual change in school climate as the administrative staff, teachers and
parents work to develop a shared vision of The International School’s school improvement
efforts. Strategies are being implemented to increase the involvement and contributions of
parents and community members. A Positive Behavioral Intervention Support Team has been
created consisting of teachers and administrators. The team meets weekly to plan for the full-
scale implementation of the PBIS initiative in Sept. 2011. They have begun to turn key
important information to the staff at faculty meetings and early release days. They have worked
with the school based management team to create a behavior matrix. They have created a
behavioral/guidance referral process to ensure the best use of our resources. A bullying
assembly was held in the fall of 2010. Posters encouraging students to report bullying are hung
throughout the building. The school has adopted a no tolerance policy toward bullying.
Guidance counselors do classroom presentations on bullying. More hours were requested and
given to the Parent Facilitator to work in the building. The job was divided to give more
opportunity to our ELL parents ( 1 multilingual, 1 Burmese/Karen, 1 English, 1 Arabic)A
translation protocol/team was established to ensure important documents or Connect Ed
messages are translated in the 5 major languages represented in the school and the PTO was
reorganized and an election for officers was held.

The LEA consulted with the principals and teachers at each participating school. The LEA also
consulted with the Buffalo Teachers Federation and the Buffalo Council of Supervisors and
Administrators (see District narrative). Parent consultation meetings were held for each school.
These meetings were attended by parents from the District Parent Coordinating Council and
parents from the PTO/PTAs at each of the two participating elementary schools.



CONSULTATION and COLLABORATION

Bennett High School

Describe how the LEA has consulted with relevant stakeholders regarding the LEA’s FY 2010
application update. Identify stakeholders, and describe any relevant outcomes from the
consultations. Consultation must be consistent with the State School Governance Law for New
York City, Commissioner’s Regulations Part 100.11 and each LEA’s Title I Parent Involvement
Policy. Also complete the Consultation/Collaboration Form on page 14.

Bennett High School administrators and staff are working to provide a more responsive and inviting
school climate and increase the level of family and community engagement. Bennett High has been
an active participant in Randy Sprick’s nationally recognized Safe and Civil School Project for over
three (3) years. This social and emotional program is part of an active partnership with Erie | BOCES
and continues to develop and implement system-wide and school-based strategies and programs,
based on the National Standards for School-Parent Partnerships and other research-based programs.
Bennett parents have been very responsive to the support received by Bennett’s parent facilitator and
happy about the growing parent/school partnership. Bennett has a recently formed Parent Teacher
Organization and is actively looking for parents to be members of the School Based Management
Team.

Through the collaboration and support of M&T Bank - Bennett High School has been invited to be
part of the Promise Neighborhood Grant from the USDE. This grant is designed to bring together
community organizations and institutions in an effort to address the needs of students and families of
Bennett High School and its surrounding neighborhoods.

In addition, Bennett is developing partnerships with Bryant and Stratton (secured) and FErie
Community College (developing) to create articulation agreements for our students to attend
programs in the areas of Career Technical Education (CTE) and enhancing the popular Bennett Law
Program. An after-school program is evolving between Bennett high and Child and Adolescent
Treatment Services to provide additional tutoring, counseling and credit recovery services.

Perhaps as a positive indicator of the growing relationship Bennett High is have with its parents and
the community - at Bennett’s February Parent-Teacher meeting an unprecedented number of parents,
over 400, attended to meet their child’s teachers and review their child’s progress.



CONSULTATION and COLLABORATION

South Park High School

Describe how the LEA has consulted with relevant stakeholders regarding the LEA’s FY 2010 application
update. ldentify stakeholders, and describe any relevant outcomes from the consultations. Consultation
must be consistent with the State School Governance Law for New York City, Commissioner’s
Regulations Part 100.11 and each LEA’s Title I Parent Involvement Policy. Also complete the
Consultation/Collaboration Form on page 14.

South Park High School’s principal — a product of South Park herself —continually highlights the
importance of building community partnerships by bringing community members and educators
together in an effort to impact school and community improvement. The process used in
developing real partnerships with all the stakeholders in the community requires a readied school
leader who facilitates, encourages, and promotes a positive outlook toward school and
community relations. South Park’s principal and her team have been identified as “agents of
positive change” in a recent SED Monitoring visit. South Park’s building leadership focus is on
the educator as facilitator in organizing a team of diverse stakeholders (students, parents,
teachers, administrators and community members) to collaborate around the issue of student
achievement. Plans are in process to keep South Park open for parent and community use —
computer lab, gym, weight room, adult education and enhanced CTE programs — and the
addition of a General Education Diploma program to develop South Park into a community
school is apparent. Another aspect of South Park’s commitment to community is their
concentration on elementary feeder schools, working with the High School Ahead counselors at
these buildings South Park has developed a rapport with students and parents to encourage and
consider South Park as their high school of choice. Dialogue with the Office of Pupil Personnel
is ongoing to formulate a process to keep neighborhood students in their community. A
Community Connection — Program Coordinator has been requested to function as a link to the
needs/goals of South Park and the community including acting as the alumni liaison. The
school’s Leadership Team meets regularlyto discuss school improvement efforts. This team is
comprised of eleven members, including four parents and two community leaders.

Important to note is the work of the parent facilitator who is utilizing various methods to increase
parent involvement including; reaching out through phone contact, maintaining the school web-
site to alert parents of activities, tests and meeting dates; brings essential services to parents such
as help with financial aid forms; informing them as to community services; actively listening to
their concerns related to school/home issues that have or are affecting the academic or social
performance of their child. Parents have responded positively to the facilitator’s support,
direction and confidential nature of all interactions. South Park High School has had students
participate in several community projects including planting trees, neighborhood clean-up,
shoveling snow for elderly neighbors, and assisting in raising funds to benefit an ill baby of the
community. The goal of the school is to endure that South Park High school contribute
positively to its neighborhood.

During the 2010-2011 school year attendance has increased and suspensions have significantly
decreased. Students have actively engaged themselves in the College and Career Ready Center.



Several college visits were highly successful. An increase in students’ interested in completing

college applications and financial

aid forms were noted.

South Park’s integrated focus on academics, health/social services, youth and community

development and community en
families and a healthier communit

gagement is leading to improved student learning, stronger
y.



Year 2 School Improvement Grant Application

Consultation &
Collaboration Form

Buffalo City School District
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