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THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT / THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK / ALBANY, NY 12234

Office of P-12 


Ira Schwartz, Assistant Commissioner 

Office of Accountability          
55 Hanson Place, Room 400

Brooklyn, New York 11217

Tel: (718) 722-2796 / Fax: (718) 722-4559

Date:       May 3, 2012
To:          Selected Superintendents of Public Schools
From:      Ira Schwartz
Subject:   2011-12 School Curriculum Readiness Audit Process for Newly Identified Corrective
  Action (year-1) Schools

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide information regarding the actions that are required by districts with schools that are newly identified as Corrective Action Schools under the New York State (NYS) Differentiated Accountability system based on 2010-11 assessment results.

Commissioner’s Regulations 100.2(p) requires that each school upon initial designation for the Corrective Action Phase participate in a curriculum audit to assess the school’s educational program.  During the 2010-11 school year, schools identified as Corrective Action (year-1) Focused or Comprehensive were required to conduct an External School Curriculum Audit (ESCA).  The ESCA targeted the identified accountability measure(s) and subgroup(s) not making Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) and assessed the alignment of the school’s curriculum with the NYS Learning Standards and the implementation of that curriculum, as well as the alignment of the curriculum to instruction.
For the 2011-12 school year, in lieu of an ESCA, schools that are newly identified as  Corrective Action (year-1)
 will be required to conduct a School Curriculum Readiness Audit using the newly developed Tri-State Quality Review Rubric to self-assess their readiness to implement the new  NYS P-12 Common Core Learning Standards (CCLS).  The Tri-State Quality Review Rubric is a criterion-based evaluation tool designed to evaluate the quality of lessons and units intended to address the Common Core Learning Standards (CCLS) for mathematics and English language arts/literacy. The Tri-State Quality Review Rubric and Process is designed to serve a variety of purposes that include: 

· provide clear, descriptive criteria for Common Core State Standards (CCSS) lessons/units and guide educators in teaching to the Common Core; 

· identify exemplary lessons/units that serve as models of CCSS instruction;
· guide collegial review and jurying processes; and 

· provide meaningful, constructive feedback to developers of lessons/units. 

For additional information about the Tri-State Quality Review Rubric and Rating Process visit,  http://engageny.org/common-core/ .
The goal of the School Curriculum Readiness Audit is to provide schools and districts with useful data for prioritizing curriculum needs; assess the school’s readiness toward the implementation of the NYS P-12 CCLS; and identify strengths and weaknesses. The Curriculum Readiness Audit entails two distinct components, the Tri-State Quality Review Rubric Self-Assessment component and the creation of the School Curriculum Readiness Audit Plan.   The results of this self-assessment process will be highlighted in the School Curriculum Readiness Audit Plan, a one to two page action plan with goals and strategic action steps, associated implications and timelines for implementation of the NYS P-12 CCLS. 
Please refer to the  School Curriculum Readiness Audit  Document List to access the two documents to be completed by districts and schools, the 2011-12 Tri-State Quality Review Rubric Self-Assessment and the 2011-12 School Curriculum Readiness Audit Plan.
Districts with newly identified Corrective Action (year-1) schools that receive Title I funding may use their Title I School Improvement 1003(a) grants to support the plan implementation.  Districts that have reserved 1003(a) funds to support an ESCA and now will not need the entire reservation to implement the School Curriculum Readiness Audit, may seek to amend their 1003(a) budget by June 30, 2012.  For schools that are not Title I, the district should use available resources.

Technical Assistance

Districts and schools will receive technical assistance on conducting the self-assessment process and on how to interpret the results of the self-assessment.  Two pre-recorded webinars will be conducted to assist districts and schools.

· On May 14, 2012 – A pre-recorded webinar to train district and school staff in using the Tri-State Quality Review Rubric can be accessed at: 
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/accountability/School_Improvement/home.html .
· On June 14, 2012 – A pre-recorded webinar to discuss the results of the self-assessments and review resources available to support districts and schools in development of the School Curriculum Readiness Audit Plan can be accessed at:  
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/accountability/School_Improvement/home.html .
Should you have any questions, please submit them via e-mail to: siteam@mail.nysed.gov.                         You will receive a prompt response.  All questions and answers will be posted on our website, at: http://www.p12.nysed.gov/accountability/School_Improvement/home.html .

Timeline and Submission Procedures

The timeline for the submission of the completed Tri-State Quality Review Rubric Self-Assessment is June 5, 2012.  The School Curriculum Readiness Audit Plan is due June 30, 2012.  For more information    regarding timeline and submission procedures, please refer to the School Curriculum Readiness Audit Document List for the Timeline and Submission Procedures.  
For additional information or assistance in completing the required Tri-State Quality Review Rubric Self-Assessment and/or the School Curriculum Readiness Audit Plan, please contact, Mary Cahill, Director of Curriculum and Instructions at (518) 474-5915.
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� For the list of schools, refer to the School Curriculum Readiness Audit Document List for the 2011-12    Newly Identified Corrective Action (year-1) Schools.





