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State-Provided Growth Scores for Educators of Students taking the Algebra I (Common Core) 

Regents Examination in 8
th

 Grade 

 

In response to feedback from teachers, principals, superintendents, and other stakeholders in the field, the 

Department has been working to prepare SGPs for students in 8th grade who take only the Regents Exam 

in Algebra I (Common Core) and do not take the NYS Common Core Mathematics Assessment for their 

grade. This will allow students enrolled in Algebra I in 8
th
 grade to contribute to their teachers’ and 

principals’ State-provided growth scores. 

 

How Is Student Growth Measured for 8
th

 Grade Students taking the Algebra I (Common Core) 

Regents Exam? 

 

The existing growth model for grades 4-8 ELA and Math is being expanded to include a measure of 

growth for students who take the Algebra I (Common Core) Regents exam in 8
th
 grade, using the same 

methodology already in place for other grades and subjects.  As with the rest of the grades 4-8 growth 

model, Student Growth Percentiles (SGPs) will be calculated for 8
th
 grade students who take the June 

Algebra I (Common Core) Regents exam by comparing the current year Algebra I Regents scores to 

similar students who also take the Algebra I (Common Core) Regents exam – students who have the same 

subject, prior-year test scores and other characteristics.
1
   

 

In order for SGPs to be calculated in grades 4-8, students must have valid current year assessment and 

same subject, prior year assessment scores.  This remains true for SGPs calculated for 8
th
 grade students 

who take the Algebra I (Common Core) Regents.  These students must have valid Regents Exam scores 

and valid prior year Grade 7 Math test scores.   

 

How is Student Growth Used for Evaluation? 

 

An educator’s State-provided growth rating (the “HEDI” rating) and growth points (0-20) are based on 

the mean growth percentile (MGP), the aggregate measure of his or her students’ growth.  To be included 

in an educator’s MGP, students must meet the minimum enrollment duration required to be attributed to a 

teacher (60% of the course) or a principal or school (enrolled on BEDS day and the first day of the 

relevant assessment administration window).  These attribution rules remain the same for Grade 8 

Algebra students. 

 

MGPs for 4-8 teachers and principal will also be calculated in the same way.  A teacher’s MGP is the 

weighted average of all SGPs from students meeting the 60% minimum enrollment requirement in each 

course for which they are teacher of record.  MGPs are reported by grade and subject, and Math MGPs 

will be based on SGPs from students taking NYS Common Core Mathematics assessments and the 

Algebra I (Common Core) Regents (if applicable).  For teachers with more than one MGP, SGPs are 

averaged across all grades and subjects into an overall MGP.
2
   

 

A principal’s MGP is calculated by finding the simple average (or mean) of all the SGPs from students 

meeting the minimum enrollment rules for principals in each grade and subject. Principals will also 

receive MGPs for each grade and subject (ELA and Math, where Math includes results from both the 

                                                 
1
 See the “Teacher’s Guide to Interpreting State-Provided Growth Scores, Grades 4-8” document for a description of 

similar students.    
2
 Each student’s SGP is weighted in the teacher’s MGP based on the amount of time that the student was enrolled 

and attended the course (based on teacher-student data linkage (TSDL) data reported to the State by districts, which 

teachers had an opportunity to verify). 
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NYS Common Core Mathematics assessments and the Algebra I (Common Core) Regents) they are 

responsible for, which will be combined and averaged to determine an overall MGP. 

 

To receive an MGP, educators must have a minimum of 16 SGPs across all grades and subjects taught, 

including Algebra I (Common Core).
3
  In the event that an educator does not meet the minimum 

requirement of 16 SGPs to receive a State-provided growth score, Student Learning Objectives (SLOs) 

must be used for the State Growth or Other Comparable Measures subcomponent of their evaluation.
4
 

 

NYSED recommends that all teachers with students close to the minimum "n" size set SLOs for 

comparable growth (please see the APPR Guidance for more information). 

 

8
th

 Grade Students who “Double Test” - Which SGP will be used?  

 

The State-Provided Growth Model adopts the same rules used in institutional accountability for 8th grade 

students who take both the grade level Math assessment and the Algebra I (Common Core) Regents 

exam.
5
  SGPs will be calculated and attributed to educators for the State-provided growth model using the 

following rules: 

 8
th
 Grade Mathematics Assessment ONLY: Grade 8 students who take the April Grade 8 Math 

exam only will receive a student growth percentile (SGP) for Grade 8 Math.  

 Algebra I (Common Core) Regents Exam ONLY: Grade 8 students who take the June Algebra I 

(Common Core) exam only will receive an SGP for Algebra I.   

 BOTH Grade 8Mathassessment AND Algebra I (Common Core) Regents exam: Grade 8 students 

who take both the April Grade 8 Math and the June Algebra I (Common Core) Regents exams 

will receive an SGP for each exam, and both SGPs will be reported.  Only the SGP calculated for 

the Grade 8 Math test will be used to calculate educator MGPs and State-provided growth scores. 

 

What are the Implications for Students in other Grades and Students taking Other Regents Exams 

in Mathematics? 

 

In 2014-15, Student Growth Percentiles will only be calculated for 8
th
 grade students who take the 

Regents Exam in Algebra I (Common Core).  Regents Exam- results for students who take a different 

Math Regents (included the Integrated Algebra Regents Exam) will not be included in the student growth 

model.  Additionally, students who take the Regents Exam in Algebra I (Common Core) but who are in a 

grade other than 8
th
 grade will not have their Regents Exam results included in the student growth model. 

                                                 
3
 Please see questions D1, D54, and D73 of the APPR Guidance Document 

(https://www.engageny.org/resource/guidance-on-new-york-s-annual-professional-performance-review-law-and-

regulations) for specific details about the requirements for linkage between a student and a teacher or a student and 

principal in order for a growth score to be calculated.  See also the “Teacher’s Guide to Interpreting State-Provided 

Growth Scores, Grades 4-8” and “Principal’s Guide to Interpreting State-Provided Growth Scores, Grades 4-8” for 

more information (https://www.engageny.org/resource/resources-about-state-growth-measures/).  
4
 Teachers who receive a State-provided growth score for students in other courses, but for whom fewer than 50% of 

students are covered in that growth measure, will also use SLOs; in this case, at least one SLO must use the State-

provided growth measure.  See Question D19 of APPR Guidance for more details 

(https://www.engageny.org/resource/guidance-on-new-york-s-annual-professional-performance-review-law-and-

regulations).  
5
 See Assistant Commissioner Ira Schwartz’ April 2014 memorandum describing rules for “double tested” students 

at: http://www.p12.nysed.gov/irs/memos/2014/UPDATEDDoubleTestingFieldMemo4914.pdf).   
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