Priority School Identification Technical Documentation

New York identified Priority schools based on the following factors as defined in the ESEA waiver guidance:

· Title I schools based on the achievement of the “All Students” group in terms of proficiency on the statewide assessments that are part of the state’s differentiated recognition, accountability and support system. The school should also have showed lack of progress for the “all students” group over a number of years. 

· Title I or Title I eligible secondary schools with graduation rate less than 60 percent for a number of years
· Title I or Title I eligible schools implementing school intervention models using School Improvement Grants fund (SIG)

For the school year 2010-11, there were 4707 registered schools in the state, out of which there were 3500 Title I schools. The goal is to identify 175 (5%) Title I schools. The criteria used to identify the Priority schools are described below:

1. The Persistently Lowest Achieving (PLA) schools that are implementing a SIG program are selected.
2. Title I or Title I-eligible secondary schools that have a 4-year cohort graduation rate less than 60 percent for the 2004, 2005 and 2006 cohorts are selected. The State will identify all schools meeting this criterion as priority schools.
New York’s differentiated accountability system rates schools as “Improvement”, “Corrective Action” and “Restructuring” based on the number of years the school has failed to make AYP for ELA, Math, Science or Graduation Rate. These groups of schools are collectively known as Schools in Need of Improvement (SINI) schools. 

3. For each Title I SINI school that was not selected in steps 1 and 2 above, the composite 2010-11 Performance Index (PI) of ELA and Math for the elementary-middle (EM) and secondary levels are determined.   If a school has only EM level, then the combined PI will be only for the EM level and vice versa. If a school does not have 2010-11 PI then the school is removed from consideration to be a Priority school.
4. For each Title I SINI school that was not selected in steps 1 and 2, the average 2009-10 Performance Index (PI) of ELA and Math for the EM and secondary levels are determined. If a school has only EM level, then the average will be only for the EM level and vice versa. If a school does not have 2009-10 PI then the school is removed from consideration to be a Priority school
Example: 
· School A has an EM ELA PI of 100, EM Math PI of 120, HS ELA PI of 60 and HS Math PI of 80. The average PI for school A will be (100+120+60+80)/4 is 90. 
· School B has EM ELA PI of 120 and EM Math PI of 100. The average PI for school B will be (120+100)/2 is 110.  

5. Sort the 2010-11 PI in descending order. Subtract the average 2009-10 PI from the average 2010-11 PI.
6. For the elementary and middle schools, select schools from the bottom that have a 2010-11 PI less than or equal to 111 and a PI gain less than or equal to 10.

7. For high schools, select schools from the bottom that have a 2010-11 PI less than or equal to 106 and a PI gain less than or equal to 41.
8. For elementary and middle schools, the combined 2009-10 and 2010-11 Student Growth Percentile (SGP) is determined. If the school did not have an SGP for both the years or if the combined SGP is greater than the state average the school is removed from consideration to be a Priority school. 

Example: 
· School A has a 2009-10 ELA and Math SGP of 48 & 54, respectively, and a 2010-11 ELA and Math SGP of 46 and 56, respectively.  The school’s combined SGP of 51 is higher than the state average of 50; therefore the school will be removed. 
· School B has only one year of data and its 2010-11 ELA SGP is 48 and Math SGP is 50. The school’s combined SGP of 49 is lower than the state average of 50; therefore the school will be included for Priority consideration.  

9. Any elementary, middle or high school that has a majority of their accountability group’s 2010-11 ELA and Math combined SGP greater than the state average will be removed from consideration to be a Priority school. 
Example: 
· School A has three groups for which it is accountable – Students with disabilities (SWD), Black, and Economically Disadvantaged (ED). 
· The 2010-11 combined ELA and Math SWD SGP is 44, combined ELA and Math Black SGP is 47, and the combined ELA and Math ED SGP is 42. The 2010-11 combined ELA and Math state average for the groups are 42, 44 and 47, respectively. 
· School A has majority of groups (two out of three groups, or 67%) with an SGP greater than state average. The school is removed from consideration to be a Priority school.

10. Schools with special circumstances (transfer schools, special act schools, high schools with 50% or more students born outside the U.S. and had less than three years of U.S. schooling) and schools identified for closure are removed from consideration to be a Priority school
1 After removing closing schools, schools that had been identified as priority schools because of

implementation of a SIG grant or because of high school graduation rates below 60%, and transfer and

special act schools removed on a case by case basis, approximately eight percent of schools at the

elementary, middle, and high school level were below these cut points for combined ELA and math

performance. The gains required of schools to be removed from consideration placed schools in

approximately the top quartile of gains for their grade level in the state in 2010-11.
	Total number of Title I Schools in state
	3500

	Total number of priority schools required to be identified
	175

	Total number of schools on list that are current SIG schools
	75

	Total number of Title I or Title I eligible high schools that have a graduation rate less than 60 for three years
	16

	Total number of schools in list that have a SINI status and are the lowest achieving schools and has shown less progress   
	139

	Total number of priority schools identified in list   
	230


