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Performance Level Descriptors

Listening - Speaking Section

o Students can comprehend simple statements and questions. They are able to engage in
@ | Beginning simple face-to-face conversations with peers and family members.

Students understand general concepts and specific details of short conversations but have
® |Intermediate only a general understanding of longer conversations. They can initiate and sustain a
conversation with native English speakers.

Students are able to understand the main ideas and significant detals of extended
® | Advanced discussions. They can engage in extended discussions with native English speakers.

Students are able to understand standard speech delivered by a native English speaker.
@ |Proficient They engage in most social communications with confidence and fluency.

® |No Valid Score | An invalid score was received in Listening and/or Speaking

Reading - Writing Section

Students understand simple material. Their comprehension is limited to main ideas of
@ |Beginning simple written material that contains familiar vocabulary. Students are able to write short
notes and messages on very familiar topics.

Students are able to understand narrative and descriptive materials that contain familiar
vocabulary. They can write simple notes using elementary vocabulary and common
language structures. They can express past, present, and future ideas comprehensibly,
although errors may oceur.

@ |Intermediate

Students can understand most printed materials. They can write essays, journals, and
® | Advanced personal and business letters. They use correct English word structure.

Students are able to understand and obtain meaning from a wide range of printed
® |Proficient materials. Their reading level and vocabulary is comparable to native English-speaking
students. They can write about a variety of topics using different sentence structures.

@ | No Valid Score | An invalid score was received in Reading and/or Writing.

Amore detailed description of the English as a Second Language (ESL) proficiency levels an
additional information concerning the NYSESLAT may be obtained from your child’s ESL or bllmgnal
education teacher or from The Teachmng of Language Arts to Limited English Proficient/Englis
Language Learners: Learning Standart

s for English as a Second Language, available at

/ESL/standards.html.
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