6ELA-W

New York State
. Testing Program

English Language Arts Test
Writing Mechanics

Grade 6

2006—2009 Scoring Guide
Scorer Training Materials



Developed and published under contract with the New York State Education Department by CTB/McGraw-Hill LLC, a subsidiary of The McGraw-Hill
Companies, Inc., 20 Ryan Ranch Road, Monterey, California 93940-5703. Copyright © 2006 by the New York State Education Department. Permission
is hereby granted for New York State school administrators and educators to reproduce these materials in the quantities necessary for their school’s
use, but not for sale, provided copyright notices are retained as they appear in these publications. This permission does not apply to distribution of
these materials, electronically or by other means, other than for school use.



Writing Mechanics Rubric
(Questions 30 and 34)

3 points

The writing demonstrates control of the conventions of written English. There are few, 1f any,
errors and none that interfere with comprehension. Grammar, syntax, capitalization, punctuation
and paragraphing are essentially correct. Any misspellings are minor or repetitive; they occur
primarily when a student takes risks with sophisticated vocabulary.

2

2 points

The writing demonstrates partial control of the conventions of written English. It contains errors
that may interfere somewhat with readability but do not substantially interfere with
comprehension. There may be some errors of grammar, syntax, capitalization, punctuation, or
spelling.

1 point

The writing demonstrates minimal control of the conventions of written English. There may be
many errors of grammar, syntax, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling that interfere with
readability and comprehension.

0 points
The writing demonstrates a lack of control of the conventions of written English. The errors make
the writing incomprehensible.
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English Language Arts Grade 6 Scoring Considerations

Reading/Multiple Choice (Questions 1-26)

e Inthe multiple-choice segment of the test, a student receives credit only for those questions that
are answered correctly. An answer left blank receives no credit. There is no additional penalty
for not answering questions.

For the Listening/Writing and Reading/Writing sections of the test, first apply the English
Language Arts scoring rubric. Then apply the following rules as appropriate. The lowest score a
student can receive is zero.

Listening/Writing (Questions 27, 28, 29, 30)

e Deduct one point if any two short-response questions (27 and 28 or 28 and 29 or 27 and 29) are
not answered.

e If none of the short-response questions (27, 28, 29) is answered, the total maximum
Listening/Writing score possible is 2.

e If Question 30 (the extended-response question) is not answered or is not responsive to the
task, the total maximum Listening/Writing score possible is 2.

e If the student answers only one question, and that question is not the extended-response
question, the score is zero.

e If none of the questions is answered, condition code A (blank) should be applied.

Reading/Writing (Questions 31, 32, 33, 34)

e Deduct one point if any two short-response questions (31 and 32 or 32 and 33 or 31 and 33) are
not answered.

e If none of the short-response questions (31, 32, 33) is answered, the total maximum
Reading/Writing score possible is 2.

e If Question 34 (the extended-response question) is not answered or is not responsive to the
task, the total maximum Reading/Writing score possible is 2.

e If the student answers only one question, and that question is not the extended-response
question, the score is zero.

e If none of the questions is answered, condition code A (blank) should be applied.

For Writing Mechanics score, check for sufficient response before applying the appropriate
rubric.

Writing Mechanics (Questions 30 and 34)

e Students must answer both extended-response questions for the responses to be scored for
Writing Mechanics. If the student answers only one extended-response question, the score is
zero.
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New York State Testing Program
English Language Arts Condition Codes

Score of Zero
Responses to the Listening/Writing cluster, Reading/Writing cluster, or Writing Mechanics cluster
are scored a zero if the entire response:

* isillegible or may be only scribbling, or

* consists of an indication of the student’s refusal to respond, or

* s written in a language other than English, or

s corresponds to a description of a score of zero in the English Language Arts Scoring
Considerations, or

» corresponds to a description of a score of zero in the English Language Arts scoring rubrics.

Condition Code A

Condition Code A is applied to the Listening/Writing cluster, Reading/Writing cluster, or the
Writing Mechanics cluster when a student who is present for a test session leaves all of the
questions in that section blank.
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Annotation Key

Abbreviations
cap faulty capitalization
lc lowercase
lu language usage
ow omitted word
p faulty punctuation
r-o run-on sentence
sf sentence fragment
sp error in spelling
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30| |

Study the two lessons below.
If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.
Do not be too quick to judge others.

Write an essay in which you tell which lesson better fits the story “Lydia’s Lasso.” Use
details from the story to support your answer.

In your answer, be sure to

» choose one of the two lessons

* explain why this lesson is appropriate to the story
e use details from the story to support your answer

| Check your witing for cortect spelling, grammar, and punctuation.

J—wc at_Lirst you don't Sucrred, .
'éf‘Y 'éfv 9,@ n © /’4 5!mp/€ @fmeo/?/@m/
nhmse ' Hhort wias i por tant- 4o TG
-f—ms 5—[—or‘y —1

Ha(l Lvdza not Lollowed +he
Ln Stracdson &F 1his phmse. a Calr

would have [ost its /hﬁé /When

L\/dla ‘pH"S't heard +he c¢racK 7pn

Jchf_ zc,e she rushed 4o See Wwhat

1t was Wfflen %[me_ r‘ea/rzm’ iT was

0 Cah% she 7L/mew /)er“ /6?550.

Cluster Score Point 3
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T}\ﬁ Lircd %:mﬁ 1t fell 5%&{ the
e *tine, e Aoaﬁcod o 7%53
Colfs _soft pink nosé]The 441rd Zime
£ looped nemQ’mva ground #+he Calf’s
neck. /,m’m aen%/v pulled Fhe rope,
as it Du//mq a "édq boa? 7"74/‘0646%
rav waters.”

I Lvdm had qiven up_on
_‘H\e nCm.S”(f or b@aom;/ﬁme/ +he
,PQoor‘ Co P tould Ahave dred.
Since 6}141 o/zc/ not QH/C ub 5/2(:‘
‘was_able 4o rescue H)e Ca/—ﬁ
and convince MilKe ond
Unele Carlos +hat she could
really use her Jasso _wel/.
I have learned 4o pever
oive  up Lrom +hat f)"/cf)l“y,

N

Cluster Score Point 3
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34

~e use details from both articles as support

If you were an animal, would you rather be a catfish or a bird? Write an essay in which
you explain your choice. Use details from both “Flights of Fancy” and “A Fish with
Whiskers” to support your explanation.

In your answer, be sure to
¢ describe which animal youwould be
» explain your choice

[— ] Check your writing for correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation.

T4 T had 4o prck to be either
a cotfish Or a brrdl]: would ©
choose o be o bind.

Just 1magine. 4,®n4%/*
soar above aﬂv-}h?)nq - act 1o waf‘e! SO
Lree | T %Ihk m'— wwa’ ‘zEGC‘.’/ [ ke
macuc to dip ¢ dive, T would qe‘f:
o wonoler\-ﬁu/ View of +he Lohol
world! T could be named Lor mxj
‘qu{d ‘ug'é [1 e @ Scm-f’% OP_LCbu/of
be an albq-f’fois with fhe loansf ot
oll bhird L_umcLS

L would m+ltf_r be a bird
hetause I do not Pea!f\/
LiKe the 1deq of bemq a CmLfoSA

Cluster Score Point 3
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underwater g/l alay wmqht nol

l'fnnwtnc what 15 [ur] Cma —pof"

\/ou neré I alse womlc/ not

want to have whiskers! For @(QMP/C

T woubl not want 4o be an -

upmdt down "ﬁLSLl bec,ause than T @

umu,ld have o swrm arourd

upside dowon ! T yould also !’)O"f

want To be +he Lish Fhat

lived in Tims heoause fhan T

would have np eyes + hot Ioe

able 4o see ! _
As you can See L would

much rather be o hird Soarine in

+he 5I<v than o aedfish ypside do:oji?

Or UJI'Hﬂ no ﬁv€5/ Wha(fabocrf Vou

Cluster Score = 3
The responses as a whole show a control of the conventions of written English. The first
paper has a punctuation error, a sentence fragment, and a run-on sentence. The second paper
has a minor punctuation error and a language usage error. The errors do not interfere with
ccomprehension or readability.

Cluster Score Point 3
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30

Study the two lessons below.

If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.
Do not be too quick to judge others.

Write an essay in which you tell which lesson better fits the story “Lydia’s Lasso.” Use
details from the story to support your answer.

In your answer, be sure to

o choose one of the two lessons

e explain why this lesson is appropriate to the story
e use details from the story to support your answer

-] Check your writing for correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation.

-%?Mrhe essc;n doplé bga‘)lt:o @ulck’ Jo \udcre

OHle -CH-s more into the '.S-I-ow H\en 'Hle ’1‘3550")

“7r(W

(s»)

ot -CIH“S'} )cau_al&n-'+ Succ{'ed,. try, '}‘f‘\; QL}O'.", !

Even ‘Hmuqh Lhe ,ﬂfﬁm J-“P at -QN‘S’:JJ VOQ'

dont mgged, "érgl(’ ij ac}am WO.S Q "HZ‘? bl“t

10 _do with ¢he ‘d‘on} the )-aS.SOh 'Do: ted be

O"ébw@uld\' +o ,unlq~€. othersy

'&l"ﬁ‘fs mor\:.@

T4 LPrts more because 1n the beamu G

G-p)‘—fjnfd dlﬂ’fn’t’.’ ‘rust, Lvdm but }y 2e t’fﬂ??

fhey Knew +hey coala’ fﬂaﬁ— hel

Cluster Score Point 2

Page 10




34 If you were an animal, would you rather be a catfish or a bird? Write an essay in which

you explain your choice. Use details from both “Flights of Fancy” and “A Fish with
Whiskers” to support your explanation.

In your answer, be sure to

e describe which animal you would be

» explain your choice

. use details from both articles as support

—| Check your writing for correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation.

I+ T were_an animelt L
would be a oatfish hecause ‘H\E\/ are_|ike
humans and T alo lilte he.lnq K J\u.mqn

L chese Car&ﬁfsh because Some @

O Can walk_ seme can él‘mii/; on /am’ Some Can
Ge) also ~e,|ea4—mlca+ﬂ

All o hied can oo ~Fhat s
@nglln3 1S ,Myl but I can 30 ©Oh an
airplone Lor %m‘
Codfish also aet better food
‘Ckmle,s. T love 4o eat ~Pl<i. 5 e Jusé wouldnd

want 46 pe Colen as a ﬁrlalx.
® T hacts wh}; I would c}\gae catlish. @

Cluster Score Point 2
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34

Cluster Score = 2
The responses as a whole demonstrate partial control of the conventions of written
English. In both papers, there are several errors in spelling, language usage,

capitalization, and punctuation. The errors cause some difficulty in readability, but
do not interfere with comprehension.

Cluster Score Point 2
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30 Study the two lessons below.

If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.

Do not be too quick to judge others.

details from the story to support your answer.

In your answer, be sure to

e choose one of the two lessons

= explain why this lesson is appropriate to the story
* use details from the story to support your answer

Write an essay in which you tell which lesson better fits the story “Lydia’s Lasso.” Use

missing quotation marks

ﬂ Check your writing for correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation.

DOI\J’T’ BE too Orm;lQ RS UD,QE

@_Oﬂ% ESPL [ELE IN Th’t Sm 2N l/#/{/\/

MIKE SPabd 1A, L 1A COle)) @

@ Nt A0 (e S OoF Crare.

SO

HE 1oLD ple 70 sty NEXT 0

UL ] 7@/@ SHE 5‘%@7‘5% s HHAP

O+ (g Cehck |[Heer WAS

A CALF gNAhE (1€ SHEZR el

@ 0 [hSTO THE CALL 3 ANES.

@ he 3> AME SHE %7‘7/6* //Mﬂ‘f_@

@“@D /Dcf\//) PMLLE/) (1~ 17

bz

Cluster Score Point 1
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NKE A [ inriB CARLOS LHPE
VELY [acpey Foe dER D Mo
She Witk Peesaltyd BT )\ 7HE
ROLD (P L il den.

S HE
E /UD

Cluster Score Point 1
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34

If you were an animal, would you rather be a catfish or a bird? Write an essay in which

you explain your choice. Use details from both “Flights of Fancy” and “A Fish with
Whiskers” to support your explanation.

In your answer, be sure to
¢ describe which animal you would be

» explain your choice
 use details from both articles as support

il Check your writing for correct spelling, grammar, and punctuatio

T+ T weee N AN 1MA9T\
Would RE A RiRD T osuc D Ré\
@ po PHERNT BECALS 15 WwinGS \@
PRE Reokd AV spereT <p (7 )©
@CP(Ml L1 KE % &I}ZTIA {QPCAMF
7C Es(APE FRPom zfr’?Tj/bg/Wf_s yio,
OFs wum%’ wead 10 BE A
W ~SH Bec knsSE B CATYES U
® kS g//fmcwmsz,zm ey sic NTA®
O S preRl Bl spIvEX Ann ¥ DuF—r®
Hae 5(/%1/65 L would. Sofe /N
THE SKY L1 KE N ALprrrRoSS, ©
T would ELirls (XTY TP

Cluster Score Point 1
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SEVENTY Fimestl ILE A
Pmminde A1, 2 ATO Wpl vt
@ (e tn b (’@%‘1/ SsH BECAUSE
@ ¢ FUEY Eaﬁ[’fﬁ‘/ CUTE Vé@/ék (/u
& THE ELECTR IC CATHESSH. THESE
e P /’QF?“rﬁor’Us“w#V/'L o))
KerFEeTo Fe MR LD EATHER
THAN B CAT st BECAUSE L
TLINE T Wolld RE proes
GV TRUL e 76 S A EAAOT

Cluster Score = 1
The responses as a whole demonstrate minimal control of the conventions of
written English. Both papers have many errors in spelling, syntax, and
punctuation. The errors impede the reader's ability o comprehend.

Cluster Score Point 1
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30

Sudy the two lessons helow,
If at tirst you don't succeed, try, try again.
Pre not be toe guick to juidge others.

Write an essay in which you tell which lesson better fits the story “Lydia’s Lasso.” Use
details from the story to sappoert your answer.

in your answer, be sure to
» choose oite of the two lessons
& explain why this lesson is appropriate to the story

« use detalls from the story o support your answer

cF Check your writing for cortect spelting, grammar, and puactuation.

Cluster Score Point 0
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34

If you were an animal, would you rather be a catfish or a bird? Write an essay in which

‘you explain your choice. Use details from both “Flights of Fancy” and “A Fish with

Whiskers” to support your explanation.

In your answer, be sure to
¢ describe which animal you would be

» explain your choice
e use details from both articles as support

Check your writing for correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation.

el /oL Ny,
Wit xgﬁ PAIING BSOS aY;
D@él (‘\%L\ AT

XN

Cluster Score = 0
The responses as a whole demonstrate a lack of control of the

conventions of written English. Both papers have errors that make the
writing incomprehensible.

Cluster Score Point 0
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