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Writing Mechanics Rubric
(Questions 30 and 34)

3 points

The writing demonstrates control of the conventions of written English. There are few, 1f any,
errors and none that interfere with comprehension. Grammar, syntax, capitalization, punctuation
and paragraphing are essentially correct. Any misspellings are minor or repetitive; they occur
primarily when a student takes risks with sophisticated vocabulary.

2

2 points

The writing demonstrates partial control of the conventions of written English. It contains errors
that may interfere somewhat with readability but do not substantially interfere with
comprehension. There may be some errors of grammar, syntax, capitalization, punctuation, or
spelling.

1 point

The writing demonstrates minimal control of the conventions of written English. There may be
many errors of grammar, syntax, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling that interfere with
readability and comprehension.

0 points
The writing demonstrates a lack of control of the conventions of written English. The errors make
the writing incomprehensible.
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English Language Arts Grade 8 Scoring Considerations

Reading/Multiple Choice (Questions 1-26)

e Inthe multiple-choice segment of the test, a student receives credit only for those questions that
are answered correctly. An answer left blank receives no credit. There is no additional penalty
for not answering questions.

For the Listening/Writing and Reading/Writing sections of the test, first apply the English
Language Arts scoring rubric. Then apply the following rules as appropriate. The lowest score a
student can receive is zero.

Listening/Writing (Questions 27, 28, 29, 30)

e Deduct one point if any two short-response questions (27 and 28 or 28 and 29 or 27 and 29) are
not answered.

e If none of the short-response questions (27, 28, 29) is answered, the total maximum
Listening/Writing score possible is 2.

e |If Question 30 (the extended-response question) is not answered or is not responsive to the
task, the total maximum Listening/Writing score possible is 2.

e If the student answers only one question, and that question is not the extended-response
question, the score is zero.

e If none of the questions is answered, condition code A (blank) should be applied.

Reading/Writing (Questions 31, 32, 33, 34)

e Deduct one point if any two short-response questions (31 and 32 or 32 and 33 or 31 and 33)
are not answered.

e If none of the short-response questions (31, 32, 33) is answered, the total maximum
Reading/Writing score possible is 2.

e If Question 34 (the extended-response question) is not answered or is not responsive to the
task, the total maximum Reading/Writing score possible is 2.

e If the student answers only one question, and that question is not the extended-response
question, the score is zero.

e If none of the questions is answered, condition code A (blank) should be applied.

For Writing Mechanics score, check for sufficient response before applying the appropriate
rubric.

Writing Mechanics (Questions 30 and 34)

e  Students must answer both extended-response questions for the responses to be scored for
Writing Mechanics. If the student answers only one extended-response question, the score is
zero.
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New York State Testing Program
English Language Arts Condition Codes

Score of Zero
Responses to the Listening/Writing cluster, Reading/Writing cluster, or Writing Mechanics cluster
are scored a zero if the entire response:

* isillegible or may be only scribbling, or

* consists of an indication of the student’s refusal to respond, or

* s written in a language other than English, or

s corresponds to a description of a score of zero in the English Language Arts Scoring
Considerations, or

» corresponds to a description of a score of zero in the English Language Arts scoring rubrics.

Condition Code A

Condition Code A is applied to the Listening/Writing cluster, Reading/Writing cluster, or the
Writing Mechanics cluster when a student who is present for a test session leaves all of the
questions in that section blank.
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Annotation Key

Abbreviations
cap faulty capitalization
lc lowercase
lu language usage
ow omitted word
p faulty punctuation
r-o run-on sentence
sf sentence fragment
sp error in spelling
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30

The Mona Lisa has been kept in several different places since da Vinci painted it. Write an
essay in which you contrast these places. Describe the conditions under which the painting
was kept. Use details from the article to support your answer.

In your answer, be sure to

e describe the different places where the Mona Lisa was kept
o tell how these places were different from one another

e describe the conditions under which the painting was kept

¢ use details from the article to support your answer

% Check your writing for correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation.
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34

Ada Byron Lovelace and John Wesley Powell had very different training for their careers in
science. Write an essay in which you explain how their professional preparation differed and
how both approaches led to successful careers. Use details from both articles to support your
answer.

[n your response, be sure to
e describe the training each person received
 explain how each approach led to successful careers

e use details from both articles to support your answer

% Check your writing for correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation.

.fm a 3 ne. hei'n 3} o inmathe moticion WiHhg

whole. Sotrety Frouniog own on Yo, 0

lm&c, Ng, FDCL Clembz/m wn"h on /LJJ?W Giem, j/}\m
Obstacles d. An't Shop A Byren Loe lace. 1 Tohs
Wfblkﬂ q Cowell.

/Qrda betame l/E’/bf il and was  bedridden
Bt almost 2 Yoo rs;, Her mother f el tutors 4or
_her“» Rda's love for math angd Science prews with
her while she was Sick. When She botame well,
She hecame O mathematician, Laﬁf/‘/ She  [ndented

k_Computer mo%ram,
&\{N\ W03[€M ()OW*E [0'3% Afﬁ deamn (n Ahe
Ciil v\/azr}, hut Jrf/m“ (Jdmf%p htf’”“ n@m LoveA

Cluster Score Point 3
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Cluster Score = 3
Taken as a whole, the responses demonstrate control of the conventions of written

English. The first paper has a few punctuation errors, and the second paper has a
minor spelling error. None of the errors interfere with readability.

Cluster Score Point 3
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30

The Mona Lisa has been kept in several different places since da Vinci painted it. Write an
essay in which you contrast these places. Describe the conditions under which the painting
was kept. Use details from the article to support your answer.

In your answer, be sure to

» describe the different places where the Mona Lisa was kept
» tell how these places were different from one another

» describe the conditions under which the painting was kept
» use details from the article to support your answer

Check your writing for correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation.

Cluster Score Point 2
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Cluster Score Point 2
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34

-

Ada Byron Lovelace and John Wesley Powell had very different training for their careers in
science. Write an essay in which you explain how their professional preparation differed and
how both approaches led to successful careers. Use details from both articles to support your
answer,

In your response, be sure to

e describe the training each person reccived

 explain how each approach led to successful careers
¢ use details from both articles to support your answer

Check your writing for correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation.

Cluster Score Point 2
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In both papers, the errors in spelling, punctuation, language usage, and sentence
construction do not substantially interfere with comprehension; therefore, taken as
a whole, these responses show a partial control of the conventions of written

English.

*awkward sentence ‘

Cluster Score = 2

Cluster Score Point 2
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30| | The Mona Lisa has been kept in several different places since da Vinci painted it. Write an

essay in which you contrast these places. Describe the conditions under which the painting
was kept. Use details from the article to support your answer.

In your answer, be sure to

e describe the different places where the Mona Lisa was kept

e tell how these places were different from one another

¢ describe the conditions under which the painting was kept
o use details from the article to support your answer

% Check your writing for correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation.
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= Note: There are multiple Ic (lowercase) errors on this page.

Cluster Score Point 1
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34| | Ada Byron Lovelace and John Wesley Powell had very different training for their careers in
science. Write an essay in which you explain how their professional preparation differed and
how both approaches led to successful careers. Use details from both articles to support your
answer.

In your response, be sure to

» describe the training each person received

» explain how each approach led to successful careers
» use details from both articles to support your answer

. J

Check your writing for correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation.
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Cluster Score = 1
Both papers contain spelling, capitalization, and language usage errors, and the first
paper is composed of one long run-on sentence. Taken as a whole, the responses
demonstrate minimal control of the conventions of written English.

Cluster Score Point 1
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