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ALERT: Secure and Confidential

The writing activities in this guide are secure materials from the actual
test taken by students. They are copyrighted and provided in this guide
exclusively for NYSESLAT scoring training. None of these materials
should be duplicated or otherwise used to practice with students.
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Description of the Open-Ended Writing Assessment

Developmental Writing

Grade Description of the Appro_x_|mate Maxm_1um
Span Writing Activit Writing Possible
P 9 y Time Points
K-1 Copying two sentences 6 minutes 4 (2 each)
K-1 Writing two dictated letters 2 minutes 4 (2 each)
K-1 Writing two dictated words 4 minutes 4 (2 each)
K-1 Writing two dictated sentences 8 minutes 4 (2 each)

Pre-Writing Short Response

Grade Description of the Appro_x_lmate ""a""‘.‘“m
Span Writing Activit Writing Possible
P 9 Y Time Points
2-4 Brief answers to three questions 10 minutes 6 (2 each)
5-6 Brief answers to three questions 10 minutes 6 (2 each)
7-8 Brief answers to three questions 10 minutes 6 (2 each)
9-12 Brief answers to three questions 10 minutes 6 (2 each)

Writing Extended Response

Grade Description of the Appro_x_lmate ""a""‘.‘“m
Span Writing Activity Wr_|t|ng Pos§|ble
Time Points

K-1 Picture Description 10 minutes 2

2-4 Description or Narrative 10 minutes 4

5-6 Description or Narrative 10 minutes 4

7-8 Compare and Contrast essay 15 minutes 4
9-12 Expository essay 15 minutes 4
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The New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Test
(NYSESLAT) open-ended writing assessment is a direct writing assessment
for students in grades K through 12. Students write their responses in their
test booklets on the lines provided.

The open-ended writing assessment in the K-1 grade span begins with the
fundamentals of writing. Students first copy two sentences. Next, students
write the first letter of two dictated words. Students then write two words
which are dictated to them. Students also look at pictures that correspond to
the dictated words. Students then write two dictated sentences. The open-
ended writing assessment in the K-1 grade span ends with a Writing prompt
for which students must describe what is happening in a single, hand-drawn
graphic. Thus, the prompt is designed to elicit descriptive writing.

There is one prompt per form at each of the following four grade spans: 2-4,
5-6, 7-8, and 9-12. The first component of the open-ended writing
assessment at these four grade spans is Pre-Writing. Pre-Writing consists of
three short-response questions related to the main Writing prompt. The
second component of the open-ended writing assessment is the main Writing
prompt. For grades 2-6, the Writing prompt consists of three sentences of
direction text and one photograph, and for grades 7-12, the Writing prompt
is a short paragraph of direction text and two photographs. Students are
instructed to use the ideas that they developed in the Pre-Writing section of
the test to help write their responses to the Writing prompt.

The text associated with the prompt is printed in the test booklet and is also
read by the test administrator so that all students, even those with very low
reading skills, can understand the Writing task. The prompts for grades 2-4
and 5-6 are meant to elicit descriptive and/or narrative writing. The prompt
for grades 7-8 is meant to elicit compare and contrast writing, and the
prompt for grades 9-12 is meant to elicit expository writing, both of which
require the more advanced cognitive skills of older students. However,
responses to all prompts that are on-topic but in another mode (e.g.,
persuasive) are also acceptable and should be scored.

Preceding the lined pages for the student response, a writing checklist is
provided to help students focus on the components of their writing. The
checklists are shown on the next page.



NYSESLAT Training Guide for Scoring Writing

Grade Spans 2-4 and 5-6 Writing Checklist

Checkilst [V/]

Remember to:

|:| use detalls In your story.

|:| use complete sentences.

[ ]include a beginning, middle, and end.

|:| check your work for capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

Grade Spans 7-8 and 9-12 Writing Checklist

Checklist [V]

Make sure that you:

[ ] write about the activities.

|:| add detalls.

|:| use a varlety of words.

|:| use complete sentences and paragraphs.

|:| use correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling.

Timing of the Open-Ended Writing Assessment

The suggested times in this Training Guide for Scoring Writing and in the
Directions for Administration are intended as an aid to teachers and test
administrators and are for planning purposes only. The open-ended
writing assessment is an untimed test, as are all sections of the
NYSESLAT. During the test administration, students who are using
their time productively should be permitted to continue writing.

The suggested times serve two purposes: (1) to provide schools and teachers
with estimated times in order to plan a test administration schedule, and (2)
to provide students with a general idea of the writing expectations. It is
important that English language learners have some parameters within which
to write. Without any guidance, it can be unclear to students what the scope
of the writing task is—a few sentences, some paragraphs, or several pages.
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Even if students in some schools are given more time for the Writing test
than students in other schools, the Writing rubric acts as a leveling agent,
since it does not focus on the length of the writing. The rubric addresses
structure, mechanics and spelling, complexity, and vocabulary. In most cases
an English language learner (ELL) student’s writing ability can be determined
from a fairly small writing sample. Students who are prolific writers may be
able to create a longer text if given more time, but their writing will not
necessarily improve with length. Students who are not fluent writers and who
have a weak grasp of English structure and vocabulary will only write longer
texts that still exhibit these features.

Characteristics of ELL Writing

One of the most visible and pervasive characteristics of ELL writing at all
ability levels is phonetic spelling. However, spelling is only one component in
the total evaluation of student writing and should not take on excessive
importance, especially when it does not interfere with comprehension and
when a word is easily recognizable as an English word. By the same token,
capitalization and punctuation are only part of the criteria used in making a
judgment. A sentence that is recognizable without capitalization and
punctuation is considered a sentence. For example: “dad sed I am Bize” (Dad
said, “I am busy.”). In upper-level writing (score points 3 and 4), there are
usually many fewer spelling and mechanics errors than in lower-level

writing (score points 1 and 2), but these types of errors may still be found at
all levels of ELL writing.

Since typical sentence markers—a capital letter at the beginning and a period
at the end—are often absent in ELL writing, it is necessary to look for the
elements of a basic English sentence—a subject, a verb, and maybe an
object. When these are present and in the correct order (SVO), the student
has produced a sentence. An increased number of sentences representing
different ideas is one indication of the complexity, or development, seen in
higher-level ELL writing.

Complexity is also demonstrated in the type and accuracy of grammatical
structures used. With the addition of adjectival and adverbial words and
phrases (e.g., relative clauses and prepositional phrases), simple sentences
take on some complexity. Advanced structures like subordinate clauses
(beginning with “because,” “when,” "if,” etc.) can also be found sometimes in
upper-level ELL writing.

Another feature that differentiates upper- from lower-level ELL writing is
word choice. In upper-level writing, choice of vocabulary will become more
precise and descriptive; for example “a student in the fifth grade” might be
used instead of “a girl.” As a student’s writing ability develops, a few
idiomatic words and phrases may be used. Although the register might be
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somewhat inappropriate, the attempt to incorporate idiomatic language is a
developmental sign of upper-level writing. It is not uncommon for words like
“cool” and “stuff,” which are more appropriate for spoken language, to be
used in ELL writing.

Organization is an important element in the rubric. Logical progression of
ideas, linking words (so, then, next, etc.), and, to a much lesser extent, use
of paragraphs, contribute to organization of ELL writing. In upper-level
writing, where students are capable of expressing more ideas, the ability to
organize the ideas becomes a characteristic which can help differentiate
between score point 3 and 4.

In general, judgments about ELL writing will be based on the number of ideas
expressed (with sentences), the precision of word choice, the complexity and
accuracy of grammatical structures, relevance, and coherence, and how all
these elements are organized. From lower to higher ability levels of ELL
writing, there is progressively greater fluency—fewer errors and more
idiomatic language—and increased complexity.

Holistic Scoring

The open-ended writing assessment is scored holistically. Holistic scoring
consists of assigning a single score that is based on a rater’s disciplined
overall impression of a student’s written response. This kind of scoring
depends on the rater balancing what the writer has done in several areas,
such as clarity of meaning through structure and spelling, length and
complexity, and appropriateness of vocabulary.

Many state-mandated assessments of writing employ some form of holistic
scoring. There are several very good reasons for the popularity of holistic
scoring. First of all, holistic scoring is extremely efficient. In the large-scale
assessment of writing, readers are usually able to be trained very quickly,
can read and make judgments on papers quickly, and have more flexibility in
responding to the varied abilities and strategies of English language learner
(ELL) writing.

Holistic scoring is also quite reliable because all successful large-scale
holistically scored writing assessments adhere to generally accepted
constraints: a scoring criteria guide (the rubric), use of sample papers, and
record keeping. This adherence has resulted in high levels of reliability that
meet the most stringent criteria.

Another positive aspect to holistic scoring is the link it provides between
reader and writer. A “conversation,” albeit sometimes quite brief, with an
experienced holistic reader yields an enlightened reading and evaluation.
Such individuals are open to the wide range of strategies that ELL students
use to attain their purposes. By concentrating on comprehensible and
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meaningful content rather than solely on concerns such as length of writing
and sentence-level skills, holistic scoring is able to go beyond many
conventional assessments. It provides a framework in which two people
(writer and reader) are involved in a silent dialogue.

Finally, holistic scoring embodies a developmental awareness that many find
quite attractive. At each grade level, emerging abilities—cognitive and
linguistic—are given their due. It is also possible for holistic scoring to inform
instruction and learning about specific aspects of written expression if the
types of annotation modeled in this manual are included with the score.

10
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K-1 Writing Rubrics

Sentence Copying

Score Point Characteristics of Response

The response shows control of the conventions of written
English (capitalization, word spacing, and punctuation). The
response displays no spelling errors though some letters may be
disoriented (backwards, slanted).

Score 2

The response shows some attempt to spell words and use
conventions (capitalization, word spacing, and punctuation) but
Score 1 errors may impede communication. Most of the words in the
sentence and letters in each word are present and in the correct
order.

There is no response, the response is minimal, or the response

Score 0 is illegible.

Letter Writing

Score Point Characteristics of Response

The dictated letter is clearly recognizable as the correct upper

Score 2
or lower case letter.

The dictated letter is somewhat recognizable as the correct
Score 1 upper or lower case letter but it may have significant errors in
construction, be difficult to decipher, or be backwards.

There is no response, the response may be an incorrect letter,

Score 0 |, the response may be illegible.

Word Writing
Score Point Characteristics of Response

Score 2 The dictated word is spelled correctly.

The response shows some phonetic awareness, but the dictated
word is spelled incorrectly.

There is no response, the response shows no phonetic
awareness, or is in a different language.

Score 1

Score 0

11
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Sentence Writing

Score Point Characteristics of Response

The response shows control of the conventions of written
English (capitalization, word spacing, and punctuation) and may
Score 2 display a small number of spelling errors that do not interfere
with communication. All of the words in the dictated sentences
are present in the correct order.

The response shows some attempt to spell words and to use
conventions (capitalization, word spacing, and punctuation) but

Score 1 errors may impede communication. Most or all of the words in
the dictated sentences are present in the correct order.
There is no response, or the response is not recognizable as the
Score O

dictated sentence.

Picture Description

Score Point Characteristics of Response

The student’s response:

e Describes most of the activity in the picture; shows
thinking about the topic.

e May display some spelling errors or invented spellings,
but these misspellings show phonetic awareness, and
the words can be identified by a trained primary-level
teacher.

e Shows some control of the conventions of written
English (capitalization, word spacing, and punctuation),
but may not be written in complete sentences.

The student’s response:

e Describes at least some of the activity in the picture.

e Displays many spelling errors or invented spellings that
Score 1 may not be identifiable as words.

e Shows some limited phonetic awareness and some
attempt to use conventions (capitalization, word spacing,
and punctuation).

There is no response, the response is illegible,
Score 0 incomprehensible, or is written in a language other than
English.

Score 2




NYSESLAT Training Guide for Scoring Writing

The Pre-Writing Rubric

The NYSESLAT Pre-Writing rubric is a 2-point rubric used to holistically score
the short response to each of the three Pre-Writing questions. This rubric is
used for the following four grade spans: 2-4, 5-6, 7-8, and 9-12.

Pre-Writing Rubric *

Score Point Description

Full and clear response to the question
Contains two or more relevant ideas

May be displayed in phrases or a list of words
Shows thinking about the topic

Score 2

Limited response to the question
Contains at least one relevant idea

May consist of one or more words
Shows minimal thinking about the topic

Score 1

No response

Insufficient to score, incoherent, illegible,
Score O incomprehensible

e Numbers, copy of prompt

e Solely in a language other than English

*Accuracy of spelling does not affect score in this section.

The Writing Rubric

The NYSESLAT Writing rubric is a 4-point rubric used to holistically score the
extended response to the Writing prompt. This rubric is used for the following
four grade spans: 2-4, 5-6, 7-8, and 9-12. Scoring the extended response
to the Writing prompt can be considered a two-part decision—both decisions
are based on the specific score point descriptions. Decision one: Is this paper
upper-level writing (score point 3 or 4) or is it lower-level writing (score point
1 or 2)? Decision two: Which of the two score points does this writing
represent?

13
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Writing Rubric*

Score Point Description
NEAR MASTERY
e Demonstrates complex thinking about the topic
e Includes many relevant and meaningful details
e Few errors in spelling and/or grammar that do not
Score 4 . .
cause confusion about meaning
e Is well organized and coherent
e Vocabulary and sentence structure are varied and
appropriate for students within the grade span
GENERAL CONTROL
¢ Demonstrates some complex thinking about the topic
e Includes some relevant and meaningful details
e Some errors in spelling and/or grammar that do not
Score 3 . :
cause confusion about meaning
e Is organized and coherent
e Vocabulary and sentence structure are appropriate for
students within the grade span
SOME CONTROL
e Demonstrates basic understanding of the topic
e Includes a few relevant details that may be redundant
e Numerous errors in spelling and/or grammar that may
Score 2 . .
cause confusion about meaning
e May be somewhat disorganized and lack coherence
Vocabulary and sentence structure are basic for
students within the grade span
LITTLE CONTROL
¢ Demonstrates limited understanding of the topic
e Includes very few details, or a few details that are
redundant
Score 1 e Serious errors in spelling and/or grammar that cause
confusion about meaning
Is disorganized and incoherent
e Vocabulary and sentence structure are not appropriate
for students within the grade span
NO CONTROL
e Demonstrates no understanding of the topic
¢ Includes no relevant details
e Is incomprehensible, incoherent, or illegible
Score 0
e May be copy of the prompt or numbers
e Lacks appropriate vocabulary and sentence structure
for students within the grade span
e Solely in a language other than English

14
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* If a response is completely off-topic and has no contextual relevancy to the
Writing prompt, it should be given the score point zero, regardless of how
well-written it is. However, since the Writing prompts are graphics-based
with very little text, if a student chooses to write about a recognizable part
of the graphic, the response should be considered relevant and should be
scored according to the rubric. Responses of students at a very low
proficiency level can be addressing the prompt through the use of only one
or two words that are relevant to the graphic, for example, “bunny” or
“father.” For more advanced students, relevancy to the prompt is
demonstrated primarily through the use of appropriate vocabulary, but also
through the complexity of ideas and structure, which are elements of the
Writing rubric.

15
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Writing Prompts and Examples of Student Writing
This section contains sample Writing responses for all grade spans: K-1, 2-4,
5-6, 7-8, and 9-12. Accompanying each student response is a detailed

annotation commenting on elements of writing that helped determine the
holistic score.

Grades K-1 Writing Samples

Writing Prompt: Sentence Copying

Directions: Read the sentence silently as I read it aloud. Then copy
the sentence on the lines.

Nora made a pretty picture

The dog wants some water

16
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Student Responses

Nora made a pretfty picture.

= e

_@leé_ qu” ) JE:F ..................

Score Point 0
The writing is an incorrect response to the prompt. The writing does
not reflect the required task of copying the sentence.

Nora made a.pretty picture.

. .. J _P- |D e ]t: -P‘E_'Eliﬂ ?:i‘

— R r—

Score Point 0

The writing is an incorrect response to the prompt. Although the first
two words of the writing begin with the letter p, as do two of the
words in the prompt, the writing does not reflect the required task of
copying the sentence.

17
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Nora made a pretty picture.

oo VT

Score Point 1

The writing is a fairly good response to the prompt. The entire
sentence is copied clearly. However, use of capitalization on the words
pretty and picture indicates a still developing understanding of writing
conventions in English. Writing like this for this item type receives a
score point 1.

The dog wants some water.

]1&40 \T \)\(f‘l\"'.l.‘:'—-. Ch{lh; r::ﬁ-'e_u*

Score Point 1

The writing is a fairly good response to the prompt. The entire
sentence is copied clearly. However, the placement of the g in dog and
the use of capitalization on the verb wants indicate a still developing
understanding of writing conventions in English.

18
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The dog wants some water.

|

1 RS e et

R

1

Score Point 1

The writing is a fairly good response to the prompt. All the words from
the prompt are copied clearly, with the exception of some, which is
missing the final e. In addition, the period is missing from the end of
the sentence, indicating a still developing understanding of writing
conventions in English.

Nora made a pretty picture.

Score Point 2

The writing is a good response to the prompt. Each word of the
sentence is copied correctly, the name Nora is capitalized, and the
sentence ends with a period. Although the letters are small, they are in
proportion to each other.

19
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Nora made a pretty picture.

VA — "'"?r& —

Score Point 2

The writing is a good response to the prompt. Each word of the
sentence is copied correctly and neatly. Correct capitalization and
punctuation are used.

The dog wants some water.

I
“Ihe J;;.eagr Wants Some, uaker,

Score Point 2

The writing is a good response to the prompt. Each word of the
sentence is copied correctly and neatly. Correct capitalization and
punctuation are used.

20
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Writing Prompt: Letter Writing

Directions: You will hear a letter of the alphabet. Write the letter on
the line.

Dictated Text: Look at number 3. "H" is the first letter in the word
have. Write the letter "H."

4

Dictated Text: Look at number 4. "S" is the first letter in the word
sun. Write the letter "S."

21
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Student Responses

8 B R R BT R R T R e S s A

Score Point 0
The writing appears to be a combination of the two letters h and m.
This reflects a lack of understanding of how to write the letter A.

Score Point 0
The writing is an incorrect response to the prompt. A different letter
has been written.

22
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Score Point 1

The writing indicates some understanding of how to write the letter h,
but the letter is written backwards. Writing like this for this item type
receives a score point 1.

Score Point 2
The writing reflects a clear understanding of how to write the letter h.

Either the upper case or the lower case letter by itself would also have
received a score point 2.

23
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Score Point 2
The writing reflects a clear understanding of how to write the letter s.

...........

Score Point 2
The writing reflects a clear understanding of how to write the letter s.

24
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Writing Prompt: Word Writing

Directions: Look at the picture. Listen to the word. Write the word on
the line.

Dictated Text: This is a picture of a hat. Write the word "hat" on the
line.

Dictated Text: This is a picture of a kite. Write the word "kite" on the
line.

25
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Student Responses

Score Point 0
The writing is an incorrect response to the prompt. The letter that is
written does not represent the pictured object.

Score Point 0
The writing is an incorrect response to the prompt. The word that is
written does not represent the pictured object.

26
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Score Point 1

The writing is a partial response to the prompt. The letter that is
written is the first letter of the pictured object. Writing like this for this
item type receives a score point 1.

Score Point 1

The writing is a partially correct response to the prompt. One letter in
the word that is written is not correct for the pictured object, but the
other letters are correct. Writing like this for this item type receives a
score point 1.

27
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Score Point 1

The writing is a partially correct response to the prompt. The letters ae
in the word indicate phonetic spelling. All the other letters are correct,
though. Writing like this for this item type receives a score point 1.

T - . - o lll—l- - ———— e u -

eV —

Score Point 2
The writing is a good response to the prompt. The word is spelled

correctly.

28
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e = —

Score Point 2
The writing is a good response to the prompt. The word is spelled
correctly.

B I
—_— —

Score Point 2
The writing is a good response to the prompt. The word is spelled
correctly.

29
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Writing Prompt: Sentence Writing

Directions: You will hear a sentence. Write the sentence on the
line.

Dictated Text: Listen to this sentence. The boy is happy. Now write
the sentence on the lines. The—boy—is—happy. The boy is happy.

Dictated Text: Listen to this sentence. Can the car go fast? Now write
the sentence on the lines. Can—the—car—go—fast? Can the car go
fast?

30
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Student Responses

;".-EIK\ (Q}ﬂ )’

Score Point 0
The writing includes several letters—b, s, h, a—from the dictated
sentence—The boy is happy.—but on the whole is incomprehensible.

Score Point 0

The writing is an incorrect response to the prompt. The word that is
written is related to the prompt—in that sad is the opposite of happy—
but this does not reflect the required task of writing the dictated
sentence.

31
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7] _.
X0 O (ol

Score Point 0

The third word in the writing—cor—is close to one of the words in the
dictated sentence—Can the car go fast?—but the writing is
incomprehensible.

=

\\“ie N0 _JU (ieﬁ’q%

Score Point 1

The writing includes serious spelling errors—boe for boy, HaPeeaB for
happy—and reflects a still developing understanding of writing
conventions in English, but the first word is spelled and capitalized
correctly, and the other three words contain phonetic spelling that
indicates some understanding of the words from the dictated sentence.
Writing like this for this item type receives a score point 1.

32
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AN NC XTGOEAP

Score Point 1

The writing includes serious spelling errors—kr for car, faf for fast—
and reflects limited understanding of writing conventions in English,
but two words—the, go—are spelled correctly, and the other words are
good attempts at phonetic spelling. Writing like this for this item type
receives a score point 1.

_ | -
[T Ca190COT |

Score Point 1

The writing includes spelling errors—fit for fast—and reflects a still
developing understanding of writing conventions in English—the first
word is capitalized but the sentence has no ending punctuation. Three
of the words are spelled correctly, although car and go are in reverse
order. Writing like this for this item type receives a score point 1.

33
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Score Point 2

The writing is a good response to the prompt. The writing includes all
the words from the dictated sentence, all spelled correctly. The
sentence is correctly capitalized and ends with a period, showing
control of English writing conventions.

34
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(v e
\Qn L\ (O 00

Score Point 2

The writing is a good response to the prompt. The writing includes all
the words from the dictated sentence. One word—firt—is spelled
incorrectly, though it is an attempt at phonetic spelling of the word
fast. The sentence is capitalized and punctuated correctly. Writing for
this item type that includes one or two such spelling errors receives a
score point 2.

35
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Writing Prompt: Picture Description

Directions: Look at the picture. Write a story about what is
happening in the picture. Write as much as you can.

36
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Student Responses

S0 Rp.

Score Point 0
The writing is incomprehensible.

37
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-

Score Point 0
The writing is incomprehensible.
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Score Point 1
The writing is very limited, and contains a serious spelling error—bn
for bunny—but it describes some of what is happening in the picture.

39
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AT : -
SO I NSNS WY S . -4 | -Y =S
Jf[ﬂﬁ*rm‘rfﬂ_nﬁf Lo The

o Fobie ce vt

Score Point 1

The writing contains serious spelling errors—tethr for teacher, ceyot
and cyot for cute—as well as grammar and punctuation errors.
Vocabulary usage is limited to a few basic words. Despite these issues,
the writing contains several ideas that describe the picture.

40
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Score Point 2

The writing presents several ideas appropriate to the graphic, and the
ideas are linked in a narrative. There is complexity of grammatical
structure in the use of both the present progressive and simple future
tenses. Several spelling errors and incomplete punctuation do not
interfere with meaning expressed.

41
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Score Point 2

The writing presents an appropriate description of the graphic,
including some detail—the little girl has soft (?) hair and brown eyes.
The writing contains several serious spelling errors—redat for rabbit,
tehra for teacher, tilet for little—but a trained primary-level teacher
would likely be able to identify these words.

42
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Grades 2-4 Writing Samples

Writing Prompt: Pre-Writing

Directions: Look carefully at the picture. Answer the questions about
the picture, and be sure to think about who, what, when, where, and
why. This will help you write a story about the picture later.

1
1T What happened first?
2
1T What happens next?
3
What will happen last?
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Student Responses

' What happened first?

eSta Pasendo usy Peo

Score Point 0
The writing is in a language other than English.

What happens next?

ont E‘ﬂﬁ'}"" #p e {'&:9‘

Score Point 0
Although the writing contains words that relate to the graphic, it is not
a sufficient response to the question “What happens next?”

What will happen last?
!E.-‘i' anaﬂ coe ]UL

Score Point 0
The writing is not comprehensible.
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What happened first? |+ ¢ . ina

Score Point 1
The writing presents one idea, lacking any detail, related to the

graphic.

What happens next?

the. 40y walg the A%

Score Point 1
The writing presents one idea related to the graphic.

t%“%ﬂmhﬁw e 95'”7
c

Score Point 1
The writing presents one idea related to the graphic.
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What happened first? o ;
Dekote 5 ctanal g;'\-":i\" Df}g e\ D ,3{5_'

_%ﬁ C O \ﬂ;\\ K,, ?'LA- wn_f} o 5&11'..\:‘-.\‘\
(s

Score Point 2

The writing is a full response to the question. It presents several
ideas—the time of day, what the boy is doing, and what the weather is
like.

What happens next?

Then Ht Em LJLn]I]I::? the yef.
Dl.n':l the “ﬂ- Wm:- fr:‘glrd}

Score Point 2
The writing is a full response to the question. It presents two clear
ideas.

What will happen last?
fomaly heovan sedfas? he %9

T g0t o Fie pur

7L ?I.-" F..,'.'-I:I.. ﬂe.n.-i

Score Point 2
The writing is a full response to the question. It presents several ideas.
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Writing Prompt: Writing

Directions: Look at the picture. Write a story about what you see in
the picture. Use your ideas from the Pre-Writing questions to add
details to your story.
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Student Responses

o K%, BT, F-+ ¥ b

s sbbo 3 H#Eﬂ; W & ﬂnedﬁi.};i % —
)‘Elq,;kﬁliﬁg" ﬁ’j;

Score Point 0
Although the writing includes a few words in English, the bulk of the
writing is in a language other than English.

Wlal™s YouT hotWe: o prioul

. K /5 1 Thizrsdw
%ﬁwbﬂow % Meae Hoday ?W

T Pud 0h my =
STOd o OIOFI0

J(-HQW rﬁmgfm 1o try. -
IT_KneWw Thim o [inost %bggé
L. Whenl OQufs. 1de £ WoS<old.,

R

Score Point 0
The writing includes nothing that is relevant to the graphic or the
prompt.
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' yiacin has

G b

HeE brette 0 w{l a. malinned fgd?' "
be oL 5 » w

. . : 3
lilse Tlon  tpme. a day T oite
H00 .

Score Point 1

The writing contains several ideas relevant to the graphic and the
prompt. Serious errors in spelling cause much of the writing to be
incomprehensible.

oy i . 1
The Jacj S OO e Pmﬁ

Score Point 1
The writing demonstrates a limited understanding of the topic and
contains a serious spelling error.
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“The. 'S Wa lKing hi
y G—l-ml LAy Q i’b.S:hIhanngL
EM-EH: hﬂmgii

Score Point 2

The writing demonstrates basic understanding of the topic, presenting
three relevant, coherent ideas. The vocabulary and grammatical
structure of the sentences are basic for grades 2-4.

He wbnt re walk hy oo

16 the -strect for a oy !
and  Aigbe Me /s gty oof the

e, At fapers and aben He
whS  dorR, He cuoand  bhack hore
_ﬁ? eaqt }]:5 L.Unj;_l’)_.

Score Point 2

The writing demonstrates basic understanding of the topic, presenting
several clear, linked ideas. Sentence structure is basic. Spelling and
grammar errors do not interfere with meaning.
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Jtlmru:. \; 3 1‘10\[ u}nns ua.du\ ’to
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the schoo cus W\ come ’c'@jrs why he think
fngt e q_)b *'nc, -Ui@i ot ne on»n, and  walt
gnd e ook res walth and he cd he had o
q0 howme 3na  be Yok e sdnoo) 'ws _and
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Score Point 3

The writing demonstrates some complex thinking on the topic—e.g.,
the idea that the boy decided to walk his dog because he had a while
to wait for the school bus. The writing includes several details—e.qg.,
the boy gets the dog’s collar in order to take the walk. Although the
writing is essentially one run-on sentence, the ideas are clearly
organized and coherent. A few minor errors in spelling and grammar
do not interfere with meaning.
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rl OO
he F0 fuke Y
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.‘%. 4‘11\1? 3 gn 40 Sbcm} Then
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Score Point 3

The writing is a coherent narrative that demonstrates some complex
thinking on the topic—e.g., the idea that Tommy’s mother tells him to
take the dog for a walk. A few minor errors in spelling and grammar
do not interfere with meaning.
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The di'mf_ﬁ_dnd_whm_ﬁ&dﬁ_mﬁm‘_
Wik dodh s Ckg_mn!hxg_:muui The.
pach  He led b= emb_gu_aad_hdg_
wﬁ_mﬂ_hﬂ_(m_m&ﬂu v
w_&hhﬂ -h"){ . E._fﬁtﬂ _4"}
act dack e ?.11— The fm-,h badf o

Score Point 4

The writing is a coherent, organized narrative that demonstrates
complex thinking on the topic—e.g., the boy lets the dog off the leash
so that the dog can run while the boy reads. The writing includes
illustrative details—e.qg., it was a hot summer day, the boy goes
behind a tree to read. There is only one spelling error in the writing—
summero.
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e is very | ou | Then d:u.;.f as Robed
£ G |\ r euted ! |
your Janﬂ Huslu for a  walk RBMU“LGP \our promiyd
‘Hn{' Vou @o-.-.lﬂl Yake care of him Su_ obert
zily st and. r:n“eo]. hig ..m& aud sent subsille,
R{;Lar{' vn-patio nﬂ\r walksd Hus ky

0. loma "\u; nﬁ%h_[:y_dni.ﬁuaif'n him ;.e.-“"

muimmJ:I_Lmuh_LaLJnj_bma_a\ny_.HmwﬂE
Al of o sudden Robeet Saw a Lu..ge |

OF course RDL&F} _lLJILS SO ,GT;U 20 I\E, oLOL:JJ

gore, The bear goned o} Robect
Miﬂev looked l.ke o menu fem.

Hﬂgﬂh: b Lnﬁ work fell oud from hig padef
e Xactly when walked past a Sgnlgn

with twe feaces and o door. n\e,r\ Hms_ky_
\mﬂLE,tL _@"‘ L.s I‘qu uurk q,nc,. ﬂ"E, |“
Flﬂﬂﬁl¥.“\ub I‘Ey) _L d'on’l‘j l\o.vg
sard.
Ru ber"‘ MS D&u}\ntl. r‘eplﬂd. Irﬂ r*c._q_’_
Sure o bout th ol '

Score Point 4

The writing demonstrates complex thinking, includes many details, and
is very well organized. Use of words like lazily, randomly, and gazed,
use of complex sentence structure, and inclusion of quoted dialogue
indicate a high level of language proficiency. A few spelling errors—
viedio, him self, magiclly—do not interfere with meaning.
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Grades 5-6 Writing Samples

Writing Prompt: Pre-Writing

Directions: Look carefully at the picture. Answer the questions about
the picture, and be sure to think about who, what, when, where, and
why. This will help you write a story about the picture later.

1

T What happened first?
2

T What happens next?
3

T What will happen last?
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Student Responses

hady i haythen, whire

Score Point 0
The writing consists only of words copied from the directions.

What happens next? o ond The Pichord ond The
pfﬁlf‘iGT

Score Point 0
Although the word piano is evident in the writing, on the whole the
writing is incomprehensible.

What will happen last?

Wi oy R X RIANRECIIEY
ﬁ’&(\d pRES A E&@i},‘x A0 Awa
Mg, '

Score Point 0
The writing does not express any idea that is relevant to the graphic or
question.
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What happened first?

My Frine and Y Frin Mofher

Score Point 1

The writing presents one idea related to the graphic—that the people
pictured are a friend and the friend’s mother. The fact that the writing
is not a complete sentence is not relevant to scoring this item type.

What happens next? _
The_giel w00 Royin e, 900 Yoes
“e\§

Score Point 1
The writing presents one idea that is clearly related to the graphic.

What will happen last?

Score Point 1
The writing presents one idea related to the graphic.
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What happened first? |
Soturdoy, Mo and Mary floy Piand. My cant flay.

Score Point 2
The writing is a full and clear response to the question. It presents
several ideas—the time of the scene, what the people are doing, and

the fact that “"Mary can’t play.”

What happens next?
Ne.ﬁ Cobmen ' Febher codled Francisa9 codl

fo o piwno teachec called Mrs Pam elao

she (PVLVIEN )ﬁ_',cL.ci'\ 1--103 Ccu m & Fridﬂmj %mcj
S cutv rdon =

Score Point 2
The writing is a full response to the question. It presents several ideas.

What will happen Iasl'?
Ater —he. vy AL Mot RORG

Seid e 39, \om Ealed Ve WER e
WAL

Score Point 2
The writing is a full response to the question. It presents several ideas.
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Writing Prompt: Writing

Directions: Look at the picture. Write a story about what you see in
the picture. Use your ideas from the Pre-Writing questions to add
details to your story. Make sure that your story is well organized and
of sufficient length.
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Student Responses

= W)
Ao Ay M(}@Lh

Score Point 0

Although all the words in the writing are recognizable, only the word
piano is clearly related to the graphic and prompt. Parts of the writing
are incomprehensible, and on the whole the writing is not related to
the graphic or prompt.

el F= ¥ 5 A &

viea S bhargitt Camatn  WIA aasasn P8 o fin r‘:.r‘qe.r_r#’f:.ﬁﬂu

Score Point 0

The bulk of the writing is in a language other than English, and some
of the writing is words copied from the Pre-Writing questions. Although
the word piano is evident on the first line, the words that precede it
are not comprehensible.

60



NYSESLAT Training Guide for Scoring Writing

The bhe'ilock The Music EChe tTetk 1n The hot
Mom ROl mem 1. e i 8o N The

Mmusic Froom hot _Mopm 1IN The
Wwhrah She Sait+ SChooy n_rmy

Fran Fite ne bot Me SoHd
hom _coa+ oK T 4in n The
Mue, ¢ I The Sad m> Meom

ah The Music tnh The MYy maom
1S _The hoaPPy oM So 544
lhe Sh% o in The heor rmom.
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Score Point 1

A good deal of the writing is difficult to understand or
incomprehensible. Some ideas that are relevant to the graphic and
prompt are evident—the girl is looking at the music and talking to her
mom, telling her mom about a fight she had with a friend at school
(?)—indicating a limited understanding of the topic. Vocabulary and
sentence structure are below grade level. Serious errors in spelling and
grammar are evident throughout the writing.
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Score Point 1

Spelling in the writing is good, and basic understanding of English
sentence structure are evident, so it is clear that the writing is relevant
to the graphic and prompt. Vocabulary choice is very limited, though—
e.g., the word good appears frequently, and did occurs frequently to
refer to an action. The writing presents basic ideas, but no real detail.
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Score Point 2

The writing is a well-organized narrative with dialogue. Errors in
spelling and grammar may cause confusion, but in general the ideas
are clear. The writing does not present a lot of detail. The vocabulary
and grammatical structure of the sentences are basic for grades 5-6.
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Score Point 2

The writing is clearly organized and divided into paragraphs, each of
which begins with an appropriate transition marker. A few serious
spelling errors—whow for how, dora for daughter, lourne for learn—do
not interfere with the overall meaning of the writing. The writing
includes complex sentence structures—Sara asked her mom, named
Maria, if she could help her learn how to play a piano—though not
using the correct conjunctions or adverbs or the correct punctuation.
Vocabulary choice is basic for grades 5-6.
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Score Point 3

The writing demonstrates some complex thinking on the topic—e.g.,
the idea that the girl is uncomfortable about playing the piano, and
that the teacher tries to reassure the girl that she will teach her
carefully and kindly. The writing is organized and coherent, relying on
several basic transition words and prepositional phrases—so, then,
after two years—to mark transitions. Vocabulary choice is fairly basic,
with a few exceptions—e.qg., carefully, great pianist, future.
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Score Point 3

The writing demonstrates some complex thinking on the topic—e.qg.,
the girl wants to play piano with her mother, but they don’t know how,
so they take lessons together. The writing is organized and coherent.
Vocabulary choice is generally basic, though some higher level words
and expressions are used—e.qg., any special reason, chores, quality
time.
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e ot .

=

Score Point 4

The writing is a coherent, organized narrative that demonstrates
complex thinking on the topic. Although the vocabulary choice is
generally basic, there are a few more advanced words and phrases—
tutor, several days. Spelling and grammar errors are few in number.
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Score Point 4

The writing demonstrates complex thinking, includes many details, and
is very well organized. Use of words like astounded, competition,
trophy, favorite, use of complex sentence structure, and inclusion of
dialogue indicate a high level of language proficiency. A few spelling

errors—allways, tolled, compition, favirate—do not interfere with
meaning.
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Grades 7-8 Writing Samples

Writing Prompt: Pre-Writing

Directions: Look carefully at the pictures. Answer the questions
about the pictures. This will help you write an essay about the
pictures later.

1
What things are the same about the activities in the pictures?
List as many things as you can.

2
What things are different about the activities in the pictures?
List as many things as you can.
Which of the activities in the pictures do you like better?
Give as many reasons as you can to support your cholce.
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IMPORTANT NOTE

In response to feedback received at the Turnkey Training sessions in
February, the third Pre-Writing question on the 7-8 Spring 2006
Operational Test will be slightly modified from the third Pre-Writing
question that appeared on the 7-8 Fall 2005 Field Test. The revised
guestion is shown above. The revised question also appears in several
of the following student sample responses, as well as in the 7-8 Writing
Scoring Exercises at the end of this document. The sample responses
were, of course, written in response to the original question, but they
are matched here with the revised question to fit the purpose of these
training materials—to show teachers what to expect on the operational
test.
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Student Responses

What things are the same about the activities in the pictures?
List as many things as you can.

Slody of dhe alogs

Score Point 0
Although the response is clear, its relevance to the graphics and the
guestion is not evident.

What things are different about the activities in the pictures?
List as many things as you can.

()Hc 1S Jead o
Loofly o F studies
3) He 1S in The
Livin7oo

@He hmuﬂ O
Mo 7 Sogfs’ To

whi i Te

Score Point 0

The writing is a clear and full description of the second picture, but it
does not respond to the question, which asks for a comparison of the
two pictures.
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Which of the activities in the pictures do you like better? Give
as many reasons as you can to support your choice.

The gidore Awo [OECW!T'}';E the 1ape in The
TAMP peensde Tobe wasg Tk,

Score Point 0

The writing is an attempt to show a preference for one of the

activities, but the key words relating to the pictures—camp(o) and mas
libre—are in Spanish.

What things are the same about the activities in the pictures?
List as many things as you can.

They are dobg- samcthig.

Score Point 1

Although the writing is short and presents a very general idea, it does
answer the question by expressing something similar about the
activities in the two pictures.
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What things are different about the activities in the pictures?
List as many things as you can.
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Score Point 1

The writing represents a limited response to the question. The idea
that the people in the two pictures are looking at different things is not
really a full response to the question of how the activities in the
pictures are different.

Which of the activities in the pictures do you like better? Give
as many reasons as you can to support your choice.

The ooy, <2 Ldee 7'"“{

i

Score Point 1
The writing presents one idea related to the graphic.
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What things are the same about the activities in the pictures?
List as many things as you can.
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Score Point 2

The writing is a full and clear response to the question. The first three
points describe similarities between the activities in the pictures. The
last three points do not really respond to the question—they describe
the pictures themselves rather than the activities pictured.
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What things are different about the activities in the pictures?
List as many things as you can.
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Score Point 2
The writing fully responds to the question, showing what is different
about the activities by describing what is happening in each picture.

Which of the activities in the pictures do you like better? Give
as many reasons as you can to support your choice.
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Score Point 2
The writing fully responds to the question. It presents a preference for
one of the activities and includes a detailed explanation for support.

76



NYSESLAT Training Guide for Scoring Writing

Writing Prompt: Writing

Directions: There are different things you can do after school. Look
at the activities in the pictures. How are the activities the same? How
are the activities different? Which activity do you prefer? Give as
many reasons as you can. Use your ideas from the Pre-Writing
questions to help you write your essay. Make sure that your essay is
well organized and of sufficient length.
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Student Responses
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Score Point 0

The writing is an attempt to answer one question in the prompt—"How
are the activities the same?”—but the writing is too limited, essentially
demonstrating no understanding of the topic.
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Score Point 0

The writing is comprehensible. It is a narrative about the two people in
the pictures. However, this is not a response to the prompt. The
writing demonstrates no understanding of the topic.
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Score Point 1

The writing identifies the activity in both pictures, describes the setting
of both activities—the girl is sitting in a garden, the boy is sitting on a
couch (?), and describes how the people look as they engage in the
activities—the boy looks sad and the girl looks happy. In short, the
writing demonstrates limited understanding of the topic by comparing
and contrasting the activities pictured, in a very basic way. Vocabulary
and sentence structure are below grade level. Numerous spelling and
grammar errors interfere with meaning.
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Score Point 1

The writing is very brief, but it does demonstrate limited
understanding of the topic. It identifies both activities and answers the
question “Which activity do you prefer?” Vocabulary choice is very
limited.
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Score Point 2

The writing is a complete response to the prompt. It demonstrates
basic understanding of the topic, comparing the two pictures by
describing and giving some detail about each, and answering the
question “Which activity do you prefer?” with several ideas. Vocabulary
is basic for grade level, with a few exceptions—information, biography,
romantic. Errors in spelling and grammar may cause confusion, but in
general the ideas are clear. The grammatical structure of the
sentences is basic for grades 7-8.
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Score Point 2

The writing is a complete response to the prompt, though a couple
ideas are not answers to the prompt questions about the activities—
they both are human, one is a boy, the other one is a girl. The writing
is clearly organized, repeating same and different from the prompt and
using second and third in order to organize ideas. Spelling is good, but
grammar is basic for grades 7-8. Vocabulary is also basic.
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Score Point 3

The writing demonstrates some complex thinking on the topic—e.g.,
the difference between indoor and outdoor activities. The writing
includes examples to support the ideas expressed. The writing is fairly
well organized. The writing contains run-on sentences, but includes
some more advanced grammar structures—e.g., If I go outside and
play my guitar or go inside and read a book, I will be comfortable in
both places. Vocabulary choice is slightly limited for grade level.
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Score Point 3

The writing demonstrates some complex thinking on the topic—e.g.,
the girl looks like she knows how to play a guitar and as such might be
able to teach someone else to play. The writing presents various
details to support the comparison of the two activities. There are some
errors in spelling and grammar, but they generally don't cause
confusion about meaning. Vocabulary choice is slightly limited for
grade level.

IMPORTANT NOTE

There were no instances of score point 4 essays for this item on the
field test. The NYSESLAT 2006 Scoring Guide for Writing that teachers
receive for the 2006 NYSESLAT administration will include sample
essays that represent score point 4 for grades 7-8.

84



NYSESLAT Training Guide for Scoring Writing

Grades 9-12 Writing Samples

Writing Prompt: Pre-Writing

Directions: Look carefully at the pictures. Answer the questions
about the pictures. This will help you write an essay about the
pictures later.

How are the students in the pictures spending their time?
List as many details as you can.

How do you spend your time during class? List as many
activities as you can.

-

Why do you think teachers choose various activities?
List as many reasons as you can.
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Student Responses

How do you spend your time during class? List as many
activities as you can.
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Score Point 0
The writing describes the activity in the second picture. It does not
respond to the question.

How do you spend your time during class? List as many
activities as you can.
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Score Point 0
The writing describes the activities in the pictures. It does not respond
to the question.

Why do you think teachers choose various activities? List as
many reasons as you can.
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Score Point 0
The writing is clear but it does not respond to the question.
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How are the students in the pictures spending their time? List
as many details as you can.
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Score Point 1
The writing presents one relevant idea in response to the question.

Why do you think teachers choose various activities? List as
many reasons as you can.
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Score Point 1
The writing presents one relevant idea in response to the question.

Why do you think teachers choose various activities? List as

oy N 1 5

many reasons as you can.

Score Point 1
The writing presents one relevant idea in response to the question.
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How are the students spending their time? List as many details
as you can.

by wthliig
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Score Point 2
The writing is a full and clear response to the question, listing many
ideas that describe what the students in the pictures are doing.

How do you spend your time during class? List as many
activities as you can.
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Score Point 2
The writing presents three clear ideas in response to the question.
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Why do you think teachers choose various activities? List as
many reasons as you can.
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Score Point 2
The writing is a full response to the question. It presents several ideas.
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Writing Prompt: Writing

Directions: There are a variety of activities you can do during class.
Use the pictures as the basis for an essay. Write a well-organized
essay of sufficient length. You may use your ideas from the Pre-
Writing questions to help you write.
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Student Responses
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Score Point 0

Although the writing contains several words that are in fact “activities
you can do during class”"—write, study, read—parts of the writing are
incomprehensible, and on the whole the writing does not respond to
the prompt.
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Score Point 1

The writing is a brief description of the two pictures. One of the ideas
expressed does relate to the question of “activities you can do during
class”—doing homework that is difficult. This indicates that the writing
demonstrates limited understanding of the topic.
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Score Point 1

The writing demonstrates limited understanding of the topic. The
writing is a description of the activities in the two pictures. Two
activities that are identified—raising a hand to ask a question when a
student doesn’t understand the teacher and taking a test—are
responses to the prompt. A few spelling errors do not cause confusion
about meaning. Vocabulary and grammar are below grade level.
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Score Point 2

The writing lists several activities that students can do during class,
and thus demonstrates basic understanding of the topic. Spelling is
good, with a few exceptions—e.g., ska for ask. Three sentences in the
conditional indicate some understanding of more advanced English
grammar, but overall, grammar and vocabulary are basic for

grades 9-12.
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Score Point 2

The writing lists several activities that students can do during class,
and thus demonstrates basic understanding of the topic. The writing is
fairly well organized, with main ideas divided into paragraphs. Errors in
spelling and especially in grammar cause some confusion—e.g., a lot
of their spend their time to do take a test or quiz—but in general the
ideas are clear. The writing includes some more advanced
vocabulary—according, related, observed, capacity—but it is not
always used correctly.
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Score Point 3
The writing demonstrates some complex thinking on the topic—it

focuses on three ways to “succeed in class” and elaborates briefly on
each. The writing is well organized, starting with an introduction,
presenting each of the three main points in a separate paragraph, and
ending with a conclusion. Transition markers—one way, another way,
in conclusion—contribute to the organization and coherence of the
writing. Vocabulary and sentence structure are appropriate for grade

level.
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Score Point 3

The writing demonstrates some complex thinking on the topic—e.g.,
trying to remain focused on tasks in class, being respectful and
listening carefully to what others are saying in class. Vocabulary is
generally good, and includes a humber of high-level words and
phrases—e.q., intellectual, processing information, capture their
attention. The writing is a bit weak in organization and coherence
relative to the level of ideas expressed and vocabulary used.
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Score Point 4

The writing is a full response to the prompt that demonstrates complex
thinking about the topic and includes relevant and meaningful details.
Vocabulary choice is generally basic for grades 9-12, but ideas are
well organized and clearly expressed, and spelling and grammar errors
are few in number.
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Score Point 4

The writing demonstrates complex thinking—e.g., the idea that
reading builds understanding of concepts, tests inform teachers
whether students have learned information or not. The writing
presents several ideas in response to the prompt and elaborates with
many details on each. A solid introduction, full paragraphs, and a brief
conclusion demonstrate good organization. A limited number of
spelling and grammar errors do not affect meaning.
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Alignment of the NYSESLAT Writing Rubric
to New York State ESL Standards

Grades K-1
Writing Rubric Standard Performance Indicator
Elements

Standard 1: Students 12. Become familiar with some

will listen, speak, read, | conventions of American English.

and write in English for

information and 15. Apply self-monitoring and self-

understanding. correcting strategies for language
production.
16. Apply learning strategies to acquire
information and make oral and written
texts comprehensible and meaningful.

Structure,

mechanics, and
spelling

Standard 3: Students
will listen, speak, read,
and write in English for
critical analysis and
evaluation.

5. Recognize how structural features
affect readers’ and listeners’
understanding and appreciation of text.

8. Apply self-monitoring and self-
correcting strategies to adjust language
production to effectively express ideas
and opinions.

9. Apply learning strategies to explore a
variety of materials.
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Alignment of the NYSESLAT Writing Rubric
to New York State ESL Standards

Grades K-1 (continued)

Writing Rubric
Elements

Standard

Performance Indicator

Writing complexity

Standard 1: Students
will listen, speak, read,
and write in English for
information and
understanding.

5. Formulate, ask, and respond to
questions to obtain and provide
information and meaning.

8. Present ideas clearly in written form.

12. Become familiar with some
conventions of American English.

16. Apply learning strategies to acquire
information and make oral and written
texts comprehensible and meaningful.

Standard 3: Students
will listen, speak, read,
and write in English for
critical analysis and
evaluation.

1. Form and express responses to ideas
through reading, listening, viewing,
discussing, and writing.

8. Apply self-monitoring and self-
correcting strategies to adjust language
production to effectively express ideas
and opinions.
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Alignment of the NYSESLAT Writing Rubric
to New York State ESL Standards

Grades K-1 (continued)

Writing Rubric
Elements

Standard

Performance Indicator

Vocabulary

Standard 1: Students
will listen, speak, read,
and write in English for
information and
understanding.

12. Become familiar with some
conventions of American English.

15. Apply self-monitoring and self-
correcting strategies for language
production.

16. Apply learning strategies to acquire
information and make oral and written
texts comprehensible and meaningful.

Standard 3: Students
will listen, speak, read,
and write in English for
critical analysis and
evaluation.

8. Apply self-monitoring and self-
correcting strategies to adjust language
production to effectively express ideas
and opinions.

Standard 5: Students
will demonstrate cross-
cultural knowledge and
understanding.

1. Demonstrate some familiarity with
cultural and language patterns and
norms in American English.
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Alignment of the NYSESLAT Writing Rubric
to New York State ESL Standards

Grades 2-4

Writing Rubric
Elements

Standard

Performance Indicator

Structure,
mechanics, and
spelling

Standard 1: Students
will listen, speak, read,
and write in English for
information and
understanding.

12. Convey information and ideas
through spoken and written language,
using conventions and features of
American English . . . Such written
language features include appropriate
grammar, vocabulary, correct spelling,
punctuation, capitalization, and
paragraphing.

15. Apply self-monitoring and self-
correcting strategies for accurate
language production and oral and written
presentation, using established criteria
for effective presentation of information.

16. Apply learning strategies to acquire
information and make oral and written
texts comprehensible and meaningful.

Standard 3: Students
will listen, speak, read,
and write in English for
critical analysis and
evaluation.

5. Recognize and explain how structural
features affect readers’ and listeners’
understanding and appreciation of text.

6. Speak and write, using the
conventions and features of American
English, to effectively influence an
audience (e.g., to persuade, negotiate,
argue) . . . Such written language
features include appropriate grammar,
vocabulary, correct spelling, punctuation,
and capitalization.

8. Apply self-monitoring and self-
correcting strategies, using established
criteria for effective oral and written
presentation and standards for a
particular genre (e.g., debate, speech,
argument), to adjust presentation and
language production to effectively
express opinions and evaluations.
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Alignment of the NYSESLAT Writing Rubric
to New York State ESL Standards

Grades 2-4 (continued)

Writing Rubric
Elements

Standard

Performance Indicator

Writing complexity

Standard 1: Students
will listen, speak, read,
and write in English
for information and
understanding.

5. Formulate, ask, and respond to
questions to obtain, clarify, and extend
information and meaning.

8. Select a focus, organization, and point
of view for oral and written
presentations.

12. Convey information and ideas
through spoken and written language,
using conventions and features of
American English . . . Such written
language features include appropriate
grammar, vocabulary, correct spelling,
punctuation, capitalization, and
paragraphing.

16. Apply learning strategies to acquire
information and make oral and written
texts comprehensible and meaningful.

Standard 3: Students
will listen, speak, read,
and write in English for
critical analysis and
evaluation.

1. Form and express responses to a
variety of literary, informational, and
persuasive material through reading,
listening, viewing, discussing, and
writing; use details and evidence as
support.

6. Speak and write, using the
conventions and features of American
English, to effectively influence an
audience (e.g., to persuade, negotiate,
argue) . . . Such written language
features include appropriate grammar,
vocabulary, correct spelling, punctuation,
and capitalization.

8. Apply self-monitoring and self-
correcting strategies, using established
criteria for effective oral and written
presentation and standards for a
particular genre (e.g., debate, speech,
argument), to adjust presentation and
language production to effectively
express opinions and evaluations.
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Alignment of the NYSESLAT Writing Rubric
to New York State ESL Standards

Grades 2-4 (continued)

Writing Rubric
Elements

Standard

Performance Indicator

Vocabulary

Standard 1: Students
will listen, speak, read,
and write in English
for information and
understanding.

12. Convey information and ideas
through spoken and written language,
using conventions and features of
American English . . . Such written
language features include appropriate
grammar, vocabulary, correct spelling,
punctuation, capitalization, and
paragraphing.

15. Apply self-monitoring and self-
correcting strategies for accurate
language production and oral and written
presentation, using established criteria
for effective presentation of information.

16. Apply learning strategies to acquire
information and make oral and written
texts comprehensible and meaningful.

Standard 3: Students
will listen, speak, read,
and write in English
for critical analysis and
evaluation.

6. Speak and write, using the
conventions and features of American
English, to effectively influence an
audience (e.g., to persuade, negotiate,
argue) . . . Such written language
features include appropriate grammar,
vocabulary, correct spelling, punctuation,
and capitalization.

8. Apply self-monitoring and self-
correcting strategies, using established
criteria for effective oral and written
presentation and standards for a
particular genre (e.g., debate, speech,
argument), to adjust presentation and
language production to effectively
express opinions and evaluations.

Standard 5: Students
will demonstrate cross-
cultural knowledge and
understanding.

1. Demonstrate familiarity with cultural
and language patterns and norms in
American English. Such patterns and
norms include levels of formality, slang,
humor, idioms, and rhetorical patterns.
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Alignment of the NYSESLAT Writing Rubric
to New York State ESL Standards

Grades 5-6 and 7-8

Writing Rubric
Elements

Standard

Performance Indicator

Structure,
mechanics, and
spelling

Standard 1: Students
will listen, speak, read,
and write in English for
information and
understanding.

12. Convey information and ideas
through spoken and written language,
using conventions and features of
American English . . . Such written
language features include appropriate
grammar, vocabulary, correct spelling,
punctuation, capitalization, and
paragraphing.

15. Apply self-monitoring and self-
correcting strategies for accurate
language production and oral and written
presentation, using established criteria
for effective presentation of information.

16. Apply learning strategies to acquire
information and make oral and written
texts comprehensible and meaningful.

Standard 3: Students
will listen, speak, read,
and write in English for
critical analysis and
evaluation.

5. Recognize and explain how structural
features affect readers’ and listeners’
understanding and appreciation of text.

6. Speak and write, using the
conventions and features of American
English, to effectively influence an
audience (e.g., to persuade, negotiate,
argue) . . . Such written language
features include appropriate grammar,
vocabulary, correct spelling, punctuation,
and capitalization.

8. Apply self-monitoring and self-
correcting strategies, using established
criteria for effective oral and written
presentation and standards for a
particular genre (e.g., debate, speech,
argument), to adjust presentation and
language production to effectively
express opinions and evaluations.
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Alignment of the NYSESLAT Writing Rubric
to New York State ESL Standards

Grades 5-6 and 7-8 (continued)

Writing Rubric

Standard Performance Indicator
Elements
Standard 1: Students will 5. Formulate, ask, and respond to
listen, speak, read, and questions to obtain, clarify, and extend
write in English information and meaning.
for information and
understanding. 8. Select a focus, organization, and point
of view for oral and written presentations.
12. Convey information and ideas through
spoken and written language, using
conventions and features of American
English . . . Such written language
features include appropriate grammair,
vocabulary, correct spelling, punctuation,
capitalization, and paragraphing.
16. Apply learning strategies to acquire
information and make oral and written
texts comprehensible and meaningful.
Standard 3: Students will 1. Form and express responses to a
listen, speak, read, and variety of literary, informational, and
write in English for critical persuasive material through reading,
. analysis and evaluation. listening, viewing, discussing, and writing;
Writing . use details and evidence as support.
complexity

6. Speak and write, using the conventions
and features of American English, to
effectively influence an audience (e.g., to
persuade, negotiate, argue) . . . Such
written language features include
appropriate grammar, vocabulary, correct
spelling, punctuation, and capitalization.

8. Apply self-monitoring and self-
correcting strategies, using established
criteria for effective oral and written
presentation and standards for a
particular genre (e.g., debate, speech,
argument), to adjust presentation and
language production to effectively express
opinions and evaluations.

Standard 4: Students will
listen, speak, read, and
write in English for
classroom and social
interaction.

3. Request and provide information and
assistance, orally or in writing, for
personal, social, and academic purposes.

113

continued




NYSESLAT Training Guide for Scoring Writing

Alignment of the NYSESLAT Writing Rubric
to New York State ESL Standards

Grades 5-6 and 7-8 (continued)

Writing Rubric
Elements

Standard

Performance Indicator

Vocabulary

Standard 1: Students
will listen, speak, read,
and write in English
for information and
understanding.

12. Convey information and ideas
through spoken and written language,
using conventions and features of
American English . . . Such written
language features include appropriate
grammar, vocabulary, correct spelling,
punctuation, capitalization, and
paragraphing.

15. Apply self-monitoring and self-
correcting strategies for accurate
language production and oral and written
presentation, using established criteria
for effective presentation of information.

16. Apply learning strategies to acquire
information and make oral and written
texts comprehensible and meaningful.

Standard 3: Students
will listen, speak, read,
and write in English
for critical analysis and
evaluation.

6. Speak and write, using the
conventions and features of American
English, to effectively influence an
audience (e.g., to persuade, negotiate,
argue) . . . Such written language
features include appropriate grammar,
vocabulary, correct spelling, punctuation,
and capitalization.

8. Apply self-monitoring and self-
correcting strategies, using established
criteria for effective oral and written
presentation and standards for a
particular genre (e.g., debate, speech,
argument), to adjust presentation and
language production to effectively
express opinions and evaluations.

Standard 5: Students
will demonstrate cross-
cultural knowledge and
understanding.

1. Demonstrate familiarity with cultural
and language patterns and norms in
American English. Such patterns and
norms include levels of formality, slang,
humor, idioms, and rhetorical patterns.
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Alignment of the NYSESLAT Writing Rubric
to New York State ESL Standards

Grades 9-12

Writing Rubric
Elements

Standard

Performance Indicator

Structure,
mechanics, and
spelling

Standard 1: Students
will listen, speak, read,
and write in English for
information and
understanding.

5. Formulate, ask, and respond to
various question forms to obtain, clarify,
and extend information and meaning.

12. Convey information and ideas
through spoken and written language,
using conventions and features of
American English . . . Such written
language features include appropriate
grammar, vocabulary, correct spelling,
punctuation, capitalization, and
paragraphing.

15. Apply self-monitoring and self-
correcting strategies for accurate
language production and oral and written
presentation, using established criteria
for effective presentation of information.

16. Apply learning strategies to acquire
information and make oral and written
texts comprehensible and meaningful.

Standard 3: Students
will listen, speak, read,
and write in English for
critical analysis and
evaluation.

5. Recognize and explain how structural
features affect readers’ and listeners’
understanding and appreciation of text.

6. Speak and write, using the
conventions and features of American
English, to effectively influence an
audience (e.g., to persuade, negotiate,
argue) . . . Such written language
features include appropriate grammar,
vocabulary, correct spelling, punctuation,
and capitalization.

8. Apply self-monitoring and self-
correcting strategies, using established
criteria for effective oral and written
presentation and standards for a
particular genre (e.g., debate, speech,
argument), to adjust presentation and
language production to effectively
express opinions and evaluations.
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Alignment of the NYSESLAT Writing Rubric
to New York State ESL Standards

Grades 9-12 (continued)

Writing Rubric
Elements

Standard

Performance Indicator

Writing
complexity

Standard 1: Students will
listen, speak, read, and
write in English for
information and
understanding.

5. Formulate, ask, and respond to
questions to obtain, clarify, and extend
information and meaning.

8. Select a focus, organization, and point
of view for oral and written presentations.

9. Convey and organize information, using
facts, details, illustrative examples, and a
variety of patterns and structures.

12. Convey information and ideas through
spoken and written language, using
conventions and features of American
English . . . Such written language
features include appropriate grammair,
vocabulary, correct spelling, punctuation,
capitalization, and paragraphing.

16. Apply learning strategies to acquire
information and make oral and written
texts comprehensible and meaningful.

Standard 3: Students will
listen, speak, read, and
write in English for critical
analysis and evaluation.

1. Form and express responses to a
variety of literary, informational, and
persuasive material through reading,
listening, viewing, discussing, and writing;
use details and evidence as support.

6. Speak and write, using the conventions
and features of American English, to
effectively influence an audience (e.g., to
persuade, negotiate, argue) . . . Such
written language features include
appropriate grammar, vocabulary, correct
spelling, punctuation, and capitalization.

8. Apply self-monitoring and self-
correcting strategies, using established
criteria for effective oral and written
presentation and standards for a
particular genre (e.g., debate, speech,
argument), to adjust presentation and
language production to effectively express
opinions and evaluations.

Standard 4: Students will
listen, speak, read, and
write in English for
classroom and social
interaction.

3. Request and provide information and
assistance, orally or in writing, for
personal, social, and academic purposes.
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Alignment of the NYSESLAT Writing Rubric
to New York State ESL Standards

Grades 9-12 (continued)

Writing Rubric
Elements

Standard

Performance Indicator

Vocabulary

Standard 1: Students
will listen, speak, read,
and write in English
for information and
understanding.

12. Convey information and ideas
through spoken and written language,
using conventions and features of
American English . . . Such written
language features include appropriate
grammar, vocabulary, correct spelling,
punctuation, capitalization, and
paragraphing.

15. Apply self-monitoring and self-
correcting strategies for accurate
language production and oral and written
presentation, using established criteria
for effective presentation of information.

16. Apply learning strategies to acquire
information and make oral and written
texts comprehensible and meaningful.

Standard 3: Students
will listen, speak, read,
and write in English
for critical analysis and
evaluation.

6. Speak and write, using the
conventions and features of American
English, to effectively influence an
audience (e.g., to persuade, negotiate,
argue) . . . Such written language
features include appropriate grammar,
vocabulary, correct spelling, punctuation,
and capitalization.

8. Apply self-monitoring and self-
correcting strategies, using established
criteria for effective oral and written
presentation and standards for a
particular genre (e.g., debate, speech,
argument), to adjust presentation and
language production to effectively
express opinions and evaluations.

Standard 5: Students
will demonstrate cross-
cultural knowledge and
understanding.

1. Demonstrate familiarity with cultural
and language patterns and norms in
American English. Such patterns and
norms include levels of formality, slang,
humor, idioms, and rhetorical patterns.

117




NYSESLAT Trainin

g Guide for Scoring Writing

K-1 Writing
Scoring
Exercises

118



NYSESLAT Training Guide for Scoring Writing

Grades K-1 Writing Samples

Writing Prompt: Sentence Copying

Directions: Read the sentence silently as I read it aloud. Then copy
the sentence on the lines.

Nora made a pretty picture.

The dog wants some water.
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Sample A

| Nora made a pretiy picture.

Score:

Sample B

Nora made a pretty picture.

Score:
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Sample C

Nora made a pretty picture.

P —ammas O

Score:

Sample D

[ The dog wants some water.

H\CatToggLumtﬂSOMf:u}q%er

Score:
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Sample E

T The dog wants some water.

_________ -f1Y€Lé£)é;,qumiivﬁww{:fgmfsquwEE

L4

——

Score:
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Writing Prompt: Letter Writing

Directions: You will hear a letter of the alphabet. Write the letter on
the line.

Dictated Text: Look at number 3. "H" is the first letter in the word
have. Write the letter "H."

4

Dictated Text: Look at number 4. "S" is the first letter in the word
sun. Write the letter "S."
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Sample A

Score:

Sample B

L3

Score:
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Sample C

Score:

Sample D

Score:
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Writing Prompt: Word Writing

Directions: Look at the picture. Listen to the word. Write the word on
the line.

Dictated Text: This is a picture of a hat. Write the word "hat" on the
line.

Dictated Text: This is a picture of a kite. Write the word "kite" on the
line.
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Sample A

Score:

Sample B

A

Score:
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Sample C

Score:

Score:
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Sample E

b

Score:

Sample F

- Kt >

Score:
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Writing Prompt: Sentence Writing

Directions: You will hear a sentence. Write the sentence on the
line.

Dictated Text: Listen to this sentence. The boy is happy. Now write
the sentence on the lines. The—boy—is—happy. The boy is happy.

Dictated Text: Listen to this sentence. Can the car go fast? Now write
the sentence on the lines. Can—the—car—go—fast? Can the car go
fast?
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Sample A

Tnﬁ. Poe 1§ haPe

Score:

Sample B

Score:
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Sample C

Score:

Sample D
Lan_Tnercar —go
j —J
TS

Score:
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Score:

Sample F

@

— -

Can + e (Y ,jmi@

Score:
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Writing Prompt: Picture Description

Directions: Look at the picture. Write a story about what is
happening in the picture. Write as much as you can.
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Sample A

76(&&%
:9@6()\:561“
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Sample B

....... T See N\ _¥ve O ciule

Fhot o W€ I (ants

_a.. Yabex  becanresS Mabey

_She  Lkhel Yavexs.  ald.

Tl Mothel ot el Gt o
[ bet

Score:
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Sample C

Score:
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Grades 2-4 Writing Samples

Writing Prompt: Pre-Writing

Directions: Look carefully at the picture. Answer the questions about
the picture, and be sure to think about who, what, when, where, and
why. This will help you write a story about the picture later.

T

1

1 What happened first?
2

T What happens next?

w

What will happen last?
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Sample A

What happened first?
Wﬁ‘ wos M KM  his 3.

Score:

Sample B

What happened first?
De ety e N

Score:
Sample C
Wh_wat;a%?mc":’ fst? | W6 caler and Y06

T Wolk the dOY

Score:
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Sample D

Pl BN th e \oJC

Score:

Sample E

‘What happened first? | |
e ‘ool 2pN o ‘T\euod&.a oy |
OB Loy B taptres I s

AN ivged %@& Soede WS Qo)
VOO A0 ool Wi N S Secedn |

Score:

Sample F

What happened first?

Score:
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Sample G

What happens next? g, p %y

Score:

Sample H

What happens next?
The bey Hainy i Dog ata PetShow

Score:

Sample I

What happens next?

-+ h
€V Svop por Nras,.

Score:
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Sample ]

What happens next?

Tren\ye a9 acound s
\nou"o@_.

Score:

Sample K

What happens next? | _
Whea Rete( 9evs 19764 ‘Q CovA\ *&\i“‘\%
& W oo WS Geny Hey fan

o Y \\ou&a- Ko Was oo hee,

Score:

Sample L

What happens next?

Wha X

Score:
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Sample M

What will happen last? /gy, f o/ oyl b

Score:

Sample N

What will happen last?

Tlﬂq') L,e: f{, It all beff

Score:

Sample O

What will happen last? = g ¢ b
W’ =P ‘7@C/d Of?tf.ff’cpf

Score:
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Sample P

What will happen last?
The .
Vv whent inisife vl

b@}/ Pt/Uf- e /s p(f?j in
C—O\gef

Score:

Sample Q

What will happen last?

g ach  hom
%f %ﬂe\c\ﬂ} %; gog "

Score:
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Sample R

What will happen last?

FL SRS W & Qe et et Yoy e
s fue wont®S T N8 0Dy 9
E“Q-‘{Qb B\, \'Q\ M“\ &Q_co & ( \
OIMPERITD s oitelon N?SQ- u‘ﬁ" X oo,

Score:
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Writing Prompt: Writing

Directions: Look at the picture. Write a story about what you see in
the picture. Use your ideas from the Pre-Writing questions to add
details to your story.
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Sample A

Score:
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Sample B

- . ﬂ?[ 7[70'(‘ A
o ld 1/ , Thea H;Léza%.

_L,/U’l"‘- fothe o

L a F¢,Scf;~m/l'w’tfr”pn Ae- e
N ¢ ] 71'(;/3 ,. ) @(EZ é;!ﬂii

S mor.

ekl SG LL jg{_@-,l’?'ll'fzo
Henhe eaf and

=

Lv(v}'

Score:

Sample C

The boy a The dog wWaoke.

a,hn)x a.nd T he .-.Lc,y W ke ho v,

Qbpy and The dog go holnmim 4o

ate,

Score:
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Sample D

00 400ty WAS $AW

Score:

Sample E

} he S

Rohis 80,00 Y0P ldY
PASR4(] and He akind +thepng
HesPlad*1na R as Bdll Now.,

ZH4eeT hdt TheR o ¥ fdremne

Score:
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Sample F

O."IQ, Amy Q wﬂﬁ_hﬁ_.diggtﬁ
Qoug

_a Wallk He 2l Ynom 7 gn
Lo o r,Jn\IA T e qmnﬂ b AnVe

moe S« wald $o¥ N0 e
et ang ta\ed  acpund 'Hne
i _\QO_Q;S_Q HY?J\ \ne (et JV@ oo

Qctpae@__‘ﬂ.lﬁ.__ﬂ@l—d_gaﬂﬂf.‘%
gn !i;%gf% e el TosT Soeol
@MMML%M

e ‘Qg"% Sad_ M YoM and
Qaed _oar Hivee mmé_ﬁ__mgﬁﬂﬁ;

Score:
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Grades 5-6 Writing Samples

Writing Prompt: Writing

Directions: Look at the picture. Write a story about what you see in
the picture. Use your ideas from the Pre-Writing questions to add
details to your story. Make sure that your story is well organized and
of sufficient length.
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Sample A

Wy oo VAR e pianio |, Tus  Diuye T2 (k1

\ ]
myy .h'}ewfs e, thtd! gl (¥ AL, (Yonp XX

[ ‘ﬂgﬂ*hmdﬂr kﬂﬁ9 mﬂmfme£JM/4muﬁ;
_h_gr_lﬁ ng pp il pllud che [ Th
BMRW?(‘ (XA H gvery atu ..'L ippe, 1RNES
Lﬁk Lmu mb iﬁhx QHMMJ

[

Score:
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Sample B

e D o6 twe tedg 0O  ond  arn
A

Yercr 15 tuh  hre  how #D Plxed 4wne

Peone. They \weny +0 O COSTTvew TR Cenyfed

wus n2fe.Yvew  Mext Twex SaweX wasd o

Ahi, £ 0S5 e T st o DBEW O, TheT

TN oS ‘i’&-\";\&ﬁ:‘bm WY JgAD  NEN DIk thwe
was €O Thex doFo 0N TC O, Then dotd

o +rr;\“m

Score:
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Sample C

%@i{ 5 é}mm old oo one [dtle %iH,Qﬂ

mdmﬁﬂ'éﬁe W o &Q/WS&
ku with her dbw#ﬁifﬂnw

Score:
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Sample D

k1Ll 83l nanme ova ound ovevy Hey

!
& i

Mv evasn omn Scterfar PR . -

..r éﬂd{ _&/J&H = @}01" -*’,é/fé'.
"":LE. thedher 1o 7‘%{.;&"' f,',fd.u-:cz;b =
ﬁﬂ?’( oy~ 74/_ & #/:ﬂ'.ﬁ-'*ﬂh .g-ns-::?’f ﬁé;&'ﬁgﬁ

ﬁ@gdg@wnﬁ Lot v Pwnd Tt
e

Score:
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Grades 7-8 Writing Samples

Writing Prompt: Pre-Writing

Directions: Look carefully at the pictures. Answer the questions
about the pictures. This will help you write an essay about the
pictures later.

What things are the same about the activities in the pictures?
List as many things as you can.
What things are different about the activities in the pictures?
List as many things as you can.

Which of the activities in the pictures do you like better?
Glive 45 many easons as you can to support your cholce.
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Sample A

What things are the same about the activities in the pictures?
L|st as many things as you can.

Yhew ae Sore flucs

Ve, dﬁ??ﬂg Eﬂf"ﬁkégﬂ?j

Yoy ate b dond
an  enpable antn

Score:

Sample B

What things are the same about the activities in the pictures?
List as many things as you can.

%\tﬁmwtpm
#:L M%Ambww

mmm
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Sample C

What things are the same about the activities in the pictures?
List as many things as you can.

| r 1 re |
pertsk s Tl
Seun &

Score:

Sample D

What things are the same about the activities in the pictures?
List as many things as you can.

Thee ae  Work wWith boolgpd Tmstenet.
T!s Bnd of clture,

Score:
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Sample E

What things are the same about the activities in the pictures?
List as many things as you can.

it o
besl pic i

AS 704 C ),

Score:

Sample F

What things are the same about the activities in the pictures?
List as many things as you can.

W URogs e e
% oxe ey e ek,

Score:
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Sample G

What things are different about the activities in the pictures?
List as many things as you can.

Su\-\&\" of Ahe Mosre

Score:

Sample H

What things are different about the activities in the pictures?
List as many things as you can.

W5 mai C!n& %.@ dh’“
% Quying

Score:
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Sample I

What things are different about the activities in the pictures?
List as many things as you can.

Tre Loy \s fé@ij’

e g\ (
her gpl ’VQ:E‘S ?\% 7

Score:

Sample ]

What things are different about the activities in the pictures?
List as many things as you can.

Jhe g.i—/ 1S Playing
:,}IG 3'—*:‘7{&"" HJE bay'
' 5 19:’10{1}'?@ o boohk,
ﬂ": g.r/ 1S ouvi Stk
ond Jhe boy 5
o de Jhe house.

? he 9l lookS happy
ond 7 /e bﬂ)" 'S
Wl e deng fec.

Score:

164



NYSESLAT Training Guide for Scoring Writing

Sample K

What things are different about the activities in the pictures?
List as many things as you can.

e is 17 he  haus and
He rede #e PBeoks

Score:

Sample L

What things are different about the activities in the pictures?
List as many things as you can.

e OnQ. g3 QLatoty muoete and
we o\Wwgr 9o nr%a&?r;s,

00 pecaon 1y sotebde ond
W o\rar teefade Ane hovds.

* ™o giel o smaiifag and
W pner nol.

» O
®on 1% o gl
Y o tra ?5 o ;ﬁ:}q ang

Score:
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Sample M

Which of the activities in the pictures do you like better? Give
as many reasons as you can to support your choice.

for y»e the bes+
oCHiVity ts - PIrYiNg the Guitar becouse
15 bettey thon heoadind o book and 7 dord
like to yeod oloT T owly Rér-d For homewoerx
Hot T Jotte PRer-d 75 sinytes T AbinK Phyind
the Joifay s better bécovse Jou coyld Phs
o~ sond,

Score:

Sample N

Which of the activities in the pictures do you like better? Give
as many reasons as you can to support your choice.

wifh Y 9inl and The b{‘j

Score:
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Sample O

Which of the activities in the pictures do you like better? Give
as many reasons as you can to support your choice.

J“IE.« ?__’;') &53&)67
She ¥ on the camp

.f)he_ ho@ O 3Q?.-l&fﬂl

be Yas bopks

Score:

Sample P

Which of the activities in the pictures do you like better? Give
as many reasons as you can to support your choice.

The anils ackinhy o e
Lesok 7= (ov€ posic o:“ﬂc‘ﬂ
pickare L v o~ hie more.

Score:
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Writing Prompt: Writing

Directions: There are different things you can do after school. Look
at the activities in the pictures. How are the activities the same? How
are the activities different? Which activity do you prefer? Give as
many reasons as you can. Use your ideas from the Pre-Writing
questions to help you write your essay. Make sure that your essay is
well organized and of sufficient length.
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Sample A

T _cee thanin the fwo pictures

J'L_L#_Mmﬂn{_‘gpzmﬂ _-1_-_"(\.#1.: ,lui‘(’ af <

ang ma‘ .

Lo the turn ickuces ave o | that

F
e ®

:1Z-UUn .{f._pth.pf-; lr&ge_\\f_nwe C..?"’.'

—

trek atchuce She o P.L"‘f the
a1sifal and hown g r'wafi?n} n_\nookj'?n- Fhe
s i—;?r-l;urf* ahe s tn the ?an' 'cr«@i he.
1stn te lhome,

L

S\/\-P 18 amile nr\‘l L\tm _;3:9'(-; Inu't _)Ll‘\f’. ol ot

4

. :
A4S ‘ Y U <

end T e  dhon e M_ﬂ_?lt o Ve,

$ Ve ¢ oo -\r\eg)\\.nne

and ‘iv\ -!—\so gjr-'.‘;-’t aat.

Score:
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Sample B

O\ e \eohes of Hen cpn

Cond e m&aﬁm\&m

Aefde 3O AN
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! 5 Hiﬂ[:: Afﬁﬁﬁ@ ey (b’: KP 3H‘ ) QJ(—\
N AM»—F‘(‘(\ AV S S

_27"}* o k\m\u e Me=cav
XProuw e NEe \novn CWm ATWQ&G@Q
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2L dA, f-‘,lw\% Cidee L ¢ WQ@&L;QL
”722

pd(b[ Hoe sl dxﬁe,ﬂy Mgg_gM_g_
o‘\f?‘r.u\ _Hve ol 1& Q dJ(\ Oao 1S (PQ(‘llno

n \'-‘-‘\(D\QJ.ra‘Hf
o The cChi§ Aemwfmw
rLu < ‘D\au )L

= - : ‘ : ()r\-\ ‘k'\w N
Moae r_.l‘)e'“\'\\ %‘M‘{-’ﬂ LS TLQ"'CL)’AG"-
‘/VJH'WA rﬂ,\nou%- “'\'\ 5 J"U ’P\C:h.w
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Sample C

He Bs &n YO house. f:\—‘mé_y

He. hos o hoow oF modherndPe Oae oF
xl?s-.-‘ec:.ry o O OF 'ﬁx’-«\a !-"-\;Inur hovar %o
Nexy beod 320l and she Ps Pa the camf

_E_Q_‘PJL} the aatoce ¥ Necy beauiReyl

Score:
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Grades 9-12 Writing Samples

Writing Prompt: Writing

Directions: There are a variety of activities you can do during class.
Use the pictures as the basis for an essay. Write a well-organized
essay of sufficient length. You may use your ideas from the Pre-
Writing questions to help you write.
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Sample A

How The stodent %1\?\"\1‘ ihe "!‘imv- e
the Sehod 2 the  Qictuce. chawy  tha

.53[” dg‘-ﬂ"r’. oce lgﬁ iﬁff ¢ tgst Yi! HE'&HE g!g;,@,

{ie shidents ove wren; Comsenteie  in the dest

IQ; ather Eig’bmb show) The students nre
LﬂO‘F\;n:}j 1o dne ‘\‘e{u\nw oro  be rt'fr_l;)&"}“
Win  Yne Feoch.c,

Cyev =
W ¥ a-nj.r S i Jf
dﬂt’ﬂ"‘h m{'}:‘"nm Ay ﬁDf}Q ot .. ﬁu"}* I =0 et mu drme
) 1 v !

A‘J':ﬂ'} ¢ Fowme 1ovfe +ha At‘}fw}r'-“« I n]ur"'
[

in__n;\{__gb_sp s close Wor R or Moy iq asg
IES@CiE-HI IIII ﬂ!&;}s: “ti“! j]hg tﬁ@herg:ﬂd ‘_HE

‘f\‘udpﬂf‘%; 'Ph!'.- gcs"‘" mc"‘:\ff'{im Ia to 2.0

NN RS

goins Yo Help Qo .dhe Biiure
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Sample A (continued)

+he  4encher Usina. Wany octiviteis +o .
“r‘i} Yhe stodenls 4o learanol . The qm
the othec  oetnds is do Help To Jue
well ia Yhe tesd  the  other \'L:S the
activilics, €on Belp LiRe  extrocrehis (T

' Al Ne LT
can Hef{;. Life o Ronus For inceises Youre

nsoade
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Score:
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Sample B

How o otodentd  pend thaw hime donng ["_hss.?,i
Lo wry impoctont for KidS to be in school b schgol the
spend ot of 4heir time Hhan e Hme Hhod gy cpenc .

W DY@ Di&tﬁb__D}ﬂn@d&&:@& stoderds hove riaiy ockivibies
4o do suih 0s do Hheir hamesorks, vead oo s soarch .
v modion, [h_cor cose we do spend our Hime in school foo
and oo achivibies Prod ne do ote siniter © other
Shodends , in oor elass period wWE toke. dests, vk essousarit
we o\l abgt hon gaghone of U3 15 doing 1n shoo{, In
ovder 1o help Yhe sivderds teadner wroome ™ Yo 200 hgir teme
ding, many_ackivitiey dong dlass By this no they
i olp stdenty tobe foros (n whol thay hove {o
learn .

0 monu_ coovddies amurd e would shudents spera
’\'N.ré. Line cloing doos doing mary Qi Hed Ared
'@L{ﬁ\'@l for¢ ~E’;'a_m S%t-thiﬂCl,\'ir_ﬂc:[-owrtdmﬁ arer
v ool of Pnlunet i::w "o \)nc.:t* Lhdens noose to
do dodng O0SS . Morey ok dhem pider 4o de tgir bemewoiks
otness like Yo onowe iQeas wWith Yineic conlempnre tes
In _many gc;:;g-a v stodends dort pndoshand.

mmfﬂrt\kng_ H\LL: ook gmbm%o Yhayw  beachens.
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Sample B (continued)

Asiin question o vy imeoctour! becowre tkhelps
ohdents 4o ke dccesstul In brief ol of the. oy
ochiviblies  Hod skodentsechooye Yo spend thiur‘
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suloeck we globoo e Was ond otblunsee we
WA 253007 ceout il Oddar Activiti e {goad ne
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{deas o acnitfies thed 5&.@\-’!—“‘\ wighd h:ke_

177



NYSESLAT Training Guide for Scoring Writing

Sample B (continued)

‘o do. %_t; Ao woay M L‘w,‘_f stader s by e

focoy i iei“"“"%\ﬁmr\éﬂ@w Yred: o0€,
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Sample C

T Thak. Lirk 70%erher 15 dare
Coffe Theve pre foy bitcors s au/d
YAr 7o, s ACriplfies. i) Zhs  Irrre
W st s Ahoyr 7#¢ Picrare.

f/ﬁ}[ AL0 Mg Y Spiden’7 i/ FHE (5 2
oy afe fory zu/7e [0
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er 7tk

Shs /3 hidied Yar fuz.

Score:
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Answer Key for Writing Scoring Exercises

Level Prompt Question Sample Score
1 A 1
Sentence 1 B 2
Copying 1 C 0
2 D 2
2 E 1
3 A 0
Letter 3 B 2
Writing 4 C 2
4 D 0
5 A 0
5 B 2
K1 Word 5 C 1
Writing 6 D 1
6 E 2
6 F 1
7 A 1
7 B 1
Dictated 7 C 2
Sentence 8 D 2
8 E 0
8 F 1
Picture e A L
Description 9 L 2
9 C 0
1 A 1
1 B 0
1 C 2
1 D 0
1 E 2
1 F 1
2 G 0
2-4 Pre-Writing 2 H 2
2 I 1
2 ] 1
2 K 2
2 L 0
3 M 1
3 N 1
3 0] 0
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Answer Key for Writing Scoring Exercises

Level Prompt Question Sample Score
3 P 2
Pre-Writing 3 Q 2
3 R 0
1 A 4
2-4 1 B 3
o 1 C 1
Writing 1 D 0
1 E 2
1 F 4
1 A 3
- 1 B 1
5-6 Writing 1 C )
1 D 2
1 A 1
1 B 2
1 C 0
1 D 2
1 E 0
1 F 1
2 G 0
- 2 H 1
Pre-Writing > I 1
7-8 2 J 2
2 K 0
2 L 2
3 M 2
3 N 0
3 @) 0
3 P 1
1 A 2
Writing 1 B 3
1 C 1
1 A 2
9-12 Writing 1 B 4
1 C 1
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