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Your Child’s 2014-15 New York State English as a Second 
Language Achievement Test (NYSESLAT)

For the parent or guardian of:  XXXXXX 
Local Student ID:  ######### 
Assessment Grade: XXXXXX 
School: XXXXXX 
BEDS Code: ######## 

NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

NYSESLAT
Score Report
2014-15

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

Each spring, English Language Learners in Kindergarten through Grade 12 take part in
the New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Test (NYSESLAT) as
required by the Federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). This year, a
new version of the NYSESLAT was introduced reflecting New York’s new learning
standards and updated English language proficiency levels. Prior to the spring 2015
NYSESLAT, the proficiency levels were Beginning, Intermediate, Advanced, and
Proficient. Starting with the spring 2015 NYSESLAT, the new proficiency levels are
Entering, Emerging, Transitioning, Expanding, and Commanding. This report explains
your child’s scores and level.

NYSESLAT scores and levels provide one of a variety of ways for parents and educators
to understand a child’s English language development. You are encouraged to use this
report to discuss your child’s proficiency in the English language with your child’s teachers
and/or school officials. If you would like more information about your child’s performance
on this year’s test, please contact your child’s school. Thank you for your continued
partnership in your child's education.

For more information regarding the NYSESLAT, please see the resources located online
at: https://www.engageny.org/resource/spring-2015-nyseslat-resources.

Your Child’s Total Score and English Language Proficiency Level

• Entering
(Beginning)

A student at the Entering level
has great dependence on
supports and structures to
advance his or her academic
language skills. As measured
by the NYSESLAT, a student at
this level has yet to meet the
linguistic demands necessary
to demonstrate proficiency in a
variety of academic contexts
within this grade level.

In order to be considered Commanding (Proficient), students must meet two requirements: (1) their total
scale score must be in the “Commanding” range, and (2) their scale score for each modality (Listening,
Speaking, Reading, and Writing) must be at or above the minimum scale score required for an overall
proficiency level of “Commanding.” Thus, it is possible for a student’s proficiency level to be Expanding
even if their total scale score meets the Commanding range. In these cases, please refer to page two of
this report and see the column entitled “Met Score for Commanding” for a “Yes” or “No.” If applicable, this
column will show you the modality (Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing) for which your child did not
earn the required score. 

Differences in students which may affect
English language development (e.g., level

of ELL services and level of literacy in
home language) should be considered

when interpreting scores.

Translated editions of this report and additional 
information are available in the following languages: 

Arabic

Chinese

Haitian Creole

Russian

Spanish

Urdu
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Чтобы увидеть этот отчет на
русском языке, посетите следующий веб-сайт. 

       

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/nyseslat

• Emerging
(Low Intermediate)

A student at the Emerging level
has some dependence on
supports and structures to
advance his or her academic
language skills. As measured
by the NYSESLAT, a student at
this level has yet to meet the
linguistic demands necessary
to demonstrate proficiency in a
variety of academic contexts
within this grade level.

• Transitioning
(Intermediate)

A student at the Transitioning
level shows some
independence in advancing his
or her academic language
skills. As measured by the
NYSESLAT, a student at this
level has yet to meet the
linguistic demands necessary
to demonstrate proficiency in a
variety of academic contexts
within this grade level.  

• Expanding
(Advanced)

A student at the Expanding
level shows great
independence in advancing his
or her academic language
skills. As measured by the
NYSESLAT, a student at this
level is approaching the
linguistic demands necessary
to demonstrate proficiency in a
variety of academic contexts
within this grade level.  

• Commanding
(Proficient)

A student at the Commanding
level is now designated as a
Former ELL, and entitled to
receive two years of continued
ELL services. As measured by
the NYSESLAT, a student at
this level has met the linguistic
demands necessary to
demonstrate proficiency in a
variety of academic contexts
within this grade level. 

These results cannot be compared directly to results from previous years.

Commanding
(Proficient)

Expanding
(Advanced)

Transitioning
(Intermediate)

Emerging
(Low Intermediate)

Entering
(Beginning)

NYSESLAT
Total Scale Score Ranges

### – ###

### – ###

### – ###

### – ###

### – ###

###

Total Scale Score ###

State Percentile Rank* ##

Your Child’s Overall Proficiency Level is XXXXXXX

*Your child’s score on the NYSESLAT was the same or higher than ##
percent of all students statewide in your child’s grade who took this test. 

Korean      ,  
 .

Korean
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More about the NYSESLAT score for School
Student ID
Assessment Grade

The NYSESLAT measures four different language areas: Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing. The test is a
combination of multiple-choice listening and reading questions, as well as speaking and writing responses. 
The NYSESLAT measures a student’s ability to use academic English to succeed in classroom instruction. 
Your child's scores are provided below to assist you in understanding the degree to which your child is proficient
in Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing. For comparison with students across New York State within your
child’s grade level, you will also find the State average scale score for each modality. 

English Language Proficiency Scale Scale Score State Your Child’s Met Score for
Areas/Modalities Score Required for Average Scale Score Commanding

Range Commanding Scale Score

Listening
Students listen to determine information and 
develop ideas in grade-level academic ## - ## ## ## ## XXX
discussions.

Speaking
Students use grade-appropriate language to
contribute to discussions about academic texts ## - ## ## ## ## XXX
and topics.

Reading
Students read grade-level academic texts to 
determine information and develop ideas. ## - ## ## ## ## XXX

Writing
Students use grade-appropriate language to
structure thoughts and ideas in writing, and write ## - ## ## ## ## XXX
about literary and informational texts and topics. 

What’s Next?

If your child scored at the “Commanding” (Proficient) English language proficiency level, he/she is no longer considered an English
Language Learner (ELL), but is entitled to continue to receive Former ELL services and accommodations on State assessments for
the next two school years. Former ELL services for these next two years will be determined by your child’s teachers and/or school
officials.

If your child scored “Entering” (Beginning), “Emerging” (Low Intermediate), “Transitioning” (Intermediate), or “Expanding” (Advanced),
he/she is entitled to participate in a Bilingual Education and/or an English as a New Language (ENL) Program. Please see the chart
below for the amount of time your child is entitled to according to his/her English language proficiency level:

You are encouraged to discuss your child’s test performance with his/her teacher and/or school officials.
You can obtain a complete and accurate picture of your child’s strengths and needs, review classroom work, other test results, and
progress reports with your child's teacher and/or school officials. 

Bilingual Education or English as a New Language Program Services

English Proficiency Level Grades K-8 Grades 9-12

Entering (Beginning) At least 360 minutes / week At least 540 minutes / week 

Emerging (Low Intermediate) At least 360 minutes / week At least 360 minutes / week 

Transitioning (Intermediate) At least 180 minutes / week At least 180 minutes / week 

Expanding (Advanced) At least 180 minutes / week At least 180 minutes / week 

2014-2015 NYSESLAT Score Report (English)
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