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Overview:  For this part of the test, you will listen to an account about the career of sportswriter 
Mary Garber.  Then you will write a response based on the situation below.  You will hear the 
account twice.  You may take notes on the next page at any time during the readings. 
 
L148X7001S 

 
 
 
Your Task: Write the first draft of your report on the contributions of sportswriter Mary 

Garber. 
 
Guidelines: 
 
Be sure to: 
 

• Tell your audience what they need to know about the contributions of Mary Garber 
• Use specific, accurate, and relevant information from the account to support your 

explanation 
• Use a tone and level of language appropriate for a report for a journalism class 
• Organize your ideas in a logical and coherent manner 
• Indicate any words taken directly from the account by using quotation marks or by 

referring to the speaker 
• Follow the conventions of standard written English 

 
 

The Situation:  Your journalism class is studying the contributions 
women have made in the field of newspaper reporting.  For a class 
project, you have decided to write a report on the ways in which 
Mary Garber was a pioneer as a female sportswriter.  In preparation 
for writing your report, listen to the account by reporter Tim Crothers 
about Mary Garber.  Then use relevant information from the account 
to write your report. 
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The Situation:  Your journalism class is studying the contributions women have made in 
the field of newspaper reporting.  For a class project, you have decided to write a report 
on the ways in which Mary Garber was a pioneer as a female sportswriter.  In preparation 
for writing your report, listen to the account by reporter Tim Crothers about Mary Garber.  
Then use relevant information from the account to write your report. 
 
Now I will read the passage aloud to you for the first time. 
 
Read the passage aloud with appropriate expression, but without added comment. 
 

Listening Passage 
 

She tells me about the time she interviewed Jackie Robinson.  On that memorable 
afternoon inside Brooklyn’s Ebbets Field in 1947, Robinson spoke to her about how he 
dealt with the animosity he endured while breaking baseball’s color barrier.    

“He said that he kept his mouth shut and tried to do his job as best he could with 
the hope that someday he’d be accepted,” she recalls.  “I thought that was really great 
advice.”  

Reading that story, it would be easy to overlook the opening pronoun.  She.   
Yes, Mary Garber wrote about Jackie Robinson when shes weren’t much more 

welcome to write sports than Robinson was to play for the Dodgers.   
Garber, the lesser-known pioneer at Ebbets Field that day, heeded Robinson’s 

advice for the rest of her six-decade career as a journalist, and she credits him with the 
fact that tonight in Salisbury she will become only the second she ever inducted into the 
National Sportscasters and Sportswriters Hall of Fame.   

I’ve known Mary Garber since 1988 when I first interviewed her for a story in 
Sports Illustrated.  On a recent Tuesday afternoon, just a week before her 92nd birthday, 
I visited her at the assisted living facility in Winston-Salem that she now calls home.   

Mary doesn’t see or hear as well as she’d like, but her mind is still keen.  Dressed 
in a Duke sweatshirt, she gets to talking about when the Blue Devils were once good in 
football and a victory over UNC in 1935.   

Mary reminds me about how she would never have become a sportswriter had it 
not been for World War II.   

In 1944, she was the society editor at the Twin-City Sentinel in Winston-Salem 
when the teenage boy who compiled the paper’s sports page graduated from high school 
and promptly enlisted in the Navy.  With no other men around, Mary volunteered to take 
his place and that was that.   

Among the first female sportswriters in the country, she was often stereotyped by 
her gender.  She mentions the time a high school basketball player ripped his shorts and 
his coach asked Mary to sew them up and the day Indiana coach Bob Knight interrupted 
an NCAA Tournament news conference to ask her if his language was proper.   

She recalls the afternoon shortly after she started in sports when she was denied 
access to the Duke football press box and sent to the wives’ box instead.  While Mary 
would never suffer that indignity again, she chuckles at the notion that for years she still 
donned press credentials that read, “No women, children or pets allowed in the press 
box.”  
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She was also barred from locker rooms until the late 1970s when she was finally 
granted equal access, only to find that at 5 feet and 95 pounds amid the media scrum she 
often could neither see nor hear the athletes.   

She believes that even today it’s not easy for women to follow in her footsteps, 
because few are willing to sacrifice marriage and children as she did to devote themselves 
completely to the job.   

“That may never change because Mama is the one who’s expected to go see little 
Mary Jane play ‘Daffodils are Dancing in the Sun’ at her piano recital on Friday night,” 
Mary says.  “So what does Mama do if she’s got a basketball game to cover that night?” 

When pressed, Mary grudgingly speaks about interviewing Vince Lombardi or 
John Wooden or Jesse Owens, but she’d rather talk about her articles on benchwarmers 
or steeplechasers or being the first reporter to cover the black schools in her segregated 
city when she was the only white person in the gym.   

She thrived as an underdog covering underdogs.   
One day, a handyman showed up at her house, discovered who she was and then 

pulled a yellowed newspaper clipping from his wallet, a Mary Garber article about him 
winning a marbles tournament when he was 10 years old.   

Mary laments the gravitation toward negative sports reporting, particularly at the 
high school and college levels.   

Sitting by Mary’s bedside listening to her talk, I can’t help but think of Mitch 
Albom’s bestseller, “Tuesdays with Morrie.”  This is my Tuesday with Mary.   

On her lap is that day’s issue of the Winston-Salem Journal.  She still reads the 
paper every day.  Mary smiles at the memory of opening the sports section on Feb. 9 and 
spotting her name.  It looked odd to see it not in a byline but in the opening paragraph.  
She was surprised to read that she’d been selected for induction into the National 
Sportscasters and Sportswriters Association Hall of Fame.  Later that day, Mary toasted 
the news with champagne, and she was more excited about the beverage than the honor.   

“That bubbly was plum good,” she says.   
The walls of her room are decorated with photographs of family and dogs and 

family dogs.  There are no sports mementos, no sign of any of her 40 writing awards, no 
indication that a legend lives here.  The Hall of Fame plaque she receives will be 
displayed at a local YWCA.   

She still insists that her greatest tribute will be something she heard second-hand 
while covering a Soap Box Derby.  Two African-American boys were sitting in the 
stands when one pointed to Garber on the track and said, “That’s Miss Mary, and she 
doesn’t care who you are or where you’re from, if you do something good, she’ll write 
about you.”  
 
Tim Crothers, Raleigh News & Observer. May 5, 2008. 
 
 

You may take a few minutes to look over The Situation and your notes.  (Pause)  Now I 
will read the passage aloud a second time. 
 
Read the passage a second time. 
 
After the second reading, say: 
 
Now continue with the task. You may now begin. 
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Component A – Module 2 – Anchor Paper – Level 4 - A 
Quality 
 

                                                      Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text (A pioneer female sportswriter and an adamant 
supporter of the underdog, Mary Garber was indeed a legend and Garber, like Jackie 
Robinson who broke the color barrier in baseball, broke the gender barrier in writing), 
making clear and explicit connections between information and ideas in the text and the 
assigned task (Garber dealt with numerous prejudices and hardships ... she was stereotyped 
and seen as more fit to sew ripped shorts than write about sports and She, although a woman 
and an “inferior” person herself, helped others through her writing).  

Development 
 

Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of relevant and specific details from 
the text to explain the contributions of sportswriter Mary Garber (She was denied access to 
the football press box and had to deal with the embarrassment of being sent to the wives’ box 
... was even categorized with the children and pets who were not allowed into the press box 
and From bench warmers to steeple chasers, Garber covered everything she set her mind to 
... As a white person in her largely black, segregated city, Garber managed to write articles 
despite her race). 

Organization 
 

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the ways in which Mary Garber was a pioneer as a 
female sportswriter. The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure through use of 
appropriate transitions (Ever since, Because she was a woman, Even after finally being, 
However, Although). 

Language Use 
 

Uses language that is precise, with a sense of voice and evident awareness of audience and 
purpose (Slashing racial and gender stereotypes with her pen, Garber truly “thrived as an 
underdog” for underdogs). The response varies structure and length of sentences (Instead, 
even at the age of ninety-two, she worries about the future of female sportwriting, saying 
women are still expected to marry, have children, and go to their daughter’s piano recital) to 
enhance meaning.  

Conventions Demonstrates control of conventions, exhibiting only occasional errors in spelling (bench 
warmers, steeple chasers, sportwriting), capitalization (national sportscasters and sport 
writers association hall of fame), and word omission (allowed in the locker in).  

Conclusion:   Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.  
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Component A – Module 2 – Anchor Paper – Level 3 - A 
Quality 
 

                                                      Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text (Mary Garber was a great pioneer as one of the few 
female sportswriters and has opened up a new life to women with the same dreams ... sets a 
great example for working hard and never giving up on something you are dedicated to), 
making clear and explicit connections between information and ideas in the text and the 
assigned task (she contributed In World War II, was often steriotyped and was denyed access 
... did not let this stop her from contributing to her goals, recieved a hall of fame Plaque for 
her contributions).  

Development 
 

Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of relevant and specific details from 
the text to explain the contributions of sportswriter Mary Garber (She was one of the few 
female sports writers, No women were alowed in the Press Box or had any access to the 
lockers, Mary was the first reporter to cover black schools as the only white person in the 
area,  nominated for the National Sports caster hall of fame ...  won 40 writing awards). 

Organization 
 

Maintains an appropriate focus on the ways in which Mary Garber was a pioneer as a female 
sportswriter. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas but lacks internal consistency 
(Mary Garber first took her advice in becoming a Sports writer from Jackie Robinson). 

Language Use 
 

Uses appropriate language (Mary Garber did not let this stop her from contributing to her 
goals), with some awareness of audience and purpose (One woman Who has succeeded in 
contributions of sports writing was Mary Garber). The response occasionally makes effective 
use of sentence structure and length (Throughout history, there were many women who have 
contributed to the field of newspaper reporting). 

Conventions 
 

Demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling 
(opurtunity, Sports writers, steriotyped, denyed, alowed), punctuation (Dukes Box), 
capitalization (Who, Sports, When, In, Editor), and usage (succeeded in contributions of 
sports writing).       

Conclusion:  Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat stronger in 
meaning and development.       
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3a



3b



Component A – Module 2 – Anchor Paper – Level 3 - B 
Quality 
 

                                                      Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, making explicit connections between information 
and ideas in the text and the assigned task (Mary has the honnor of representing an entire 
class of underdogs and She has had to struggle through many missjudgments and stereo types 
because of her gender).   

Development 
 

Develops some ideas (breaking free from the “womens roles” stereo types of the time) more 
fully than others (writing about the “little guy”), with some specific and relevant details from 
the text (Mary Garber, has made history by being only the second female sports writter to 
make the sports hall of fame; Mary had had a rough time gaining exceptence and equal 
treatment among men; she was not even aloud in the press box to cover a story; it took over 
twenty years ... to even gain access to locker rooms; She took Jakie’s advise about ... people 
Who doubt you because of stereo types and prejedices). 

Organization 
 

Maintains an appropriate focus on the ways in which Mary Garber was a pioneer as a female 
sportswriter, exhibiting a logical sequence of ideas through an introduction, a discussion of 
stereotypes to overcome, and a conclusion.  

Language Use 
 

Uses appropriate language that is occasionally imprecise (Mary credits her oportunity to work 
in the field due to WWII, exceptence for “acceptance,” aloud for “allowed,” advise for 
“advice,” not letting people Who doubt you ... in stride), with some awareness of audience 
and purpose (Throughout Mary’s six decade carreer as a sports writer, Mary made sure she 
wrote about the “little guy” and his accomplishments). The response occasionally makes 
effective use of sentence structure and length (During an interview with Jakie Robinson, one 
of the first black american magor leage baseball players, Garber found herself in a similar 
boat). 

Conventions 
 

Demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (writter, 
honnor, carreer, oportunity, missjudgments), punctuation (Garber, has; “womens roles”; 
infact it took), capitalization (She, american, Who), and grammar (a time where).  

Conclusion:   Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.  
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Component A – Module 2 – Anchor Paper – Level 3 - C 
Quality 
 

                                                      Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, making explicit connections between information 
and ideas in the text and the assigned task (garber was so dedicated ... that she was added the 
the National Sports Casters and Sports Writer hall of Fame and Mary was a pioneer as a 
Female sports writer ... two boys said that If you do something good Mrs. Mary will write 
about you).   

Development 
 

Develops some ideas (when she started out as a sports writer) more fully than others (articles 
on benchwarmers and ... segregated schools), with some specific and relevant details from 
the text (she was denied to enter any of the Press boxes until the 1970’s When she was 
granted access she could not see or hear any of the atheletes due to the large and tall Male 
sportwriters there). 

Organization 
 

Suggests a focus on how Mary Garber was a pioneer as a Female sports writer but lacks 
organization.  

Language Use 
 

Uses language that is basic (garber spoke about how when she started out, denied to enter 
any, how when she did go interview segregated schools that she was, the the National), with 
little awareness of audience or purpose (Garber was very dedicated to being a sports writer 
She put many things aside because she was so dedicated and loved what she did). The 
response attempts to vary sentence structure (Once a handy Man came to Mary’s house when 
he noticed that it was Mary garbers house he had an old newspaper article in his wallet that 
Mary wrote about him winning a Marble tournament when he was only ten years old) but 
with little success.  

Conventions 
 

Demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Nintey 
and atheletes), punctuation (missing periods and missing commas), and capitalization 
(garber, What, Press, Male, Man).  

Conclusion:   Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker in 
organization and language use.  
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Component A – Module 2 – Anchor Paper – Level 2 - A 
Quality 
 

                                                      Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, making explicit connections between information 
and ideas in the text and the assigned task (she made a big difference ... that even a women 
can get good stories and Garber has changed the field of newpaper reporting by showing that 
you shouldn’t judge).  

Development 
 

Develops ideas briefly (repeats idea that Mary doesn’t care who or what you are, she writes 
about you as long as you do something good), using some detail from the text (She went from 
... Jacky Robinson ... to covering about black schools, she heard two Africans boys, From 
after World War II ...  to when she was 92).  

Organization 
 

Maintains an appropriate focus on how Mary was a pioneer as a female sportswriter, 
exhibiting a logical sequence of ideas through an introduction, a repetitive discussion of how 
she contributed by not judging anyone, and a conclusion.  

Language Use 
 

Uses language that is basic (Crothers explained that Mary Garber as a female sportswriter 
had contributions that women made in the field of newpaper reporting), with little awareness 
of audience or purpose (That shows that she was a great journalist because the way she didn’t 
judge). The response attempts to vary sentence structure (Mary Garber being the first female 
sports writer, she was pretty good) but with little success.  

Conventions 
 

Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (newpaper), 
punctuation (missing commas and Thats), capitalization (dodgers), grammar (two Africans 
boys, she was 92 and can’t, hear good, a women, got good story), and word omission 
(because the way and a women can ... as well as man) that may make comprehension 
difficult. 

Conclusion:  Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat stronger in 
meaning and organization.      
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Component A – Module 2 – Anchor Paper – Level 2 - B 
Quality 
 

                                                      Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a simple understanding of the text (A women that inspired and contributed in the 
field of news paper writer was Mary Garber), making superficial connections to the assigned 
task (She started of by interviewing Jackie Robinson, She was inducted into the Sports caster 
& Sports Writers Hall of Fame, Women were discriminated againist). 

Development 
 

Develops ideas briefly, using some detail from the text (She took his advice which was to shut 
up and just do the work. He also spoke of amoity and around WWII when she was a society 
editor for twin City Centinel).   

Organization 
 

Suggests a focus on how Mary Garber was a pioneer as a female sports writer but lacks 
organization.  

Language Use 
 

Uses language that is basic (field of news paper writer, of for “off,” &, stated for “started”), 
with little awareness of audience or purpose (She has changed sports writing as we once 
known it). The response attempts to vary sentence structure (She took a boy’s place while in 
Navy & started writing) but with little success. 

Conventions 
 

Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (news paper, amoity, 
succed, againist, Centinel), punctuation (missing commas), capitalization (iN, twIN, bOY’S, 
WRITINg), grammar (A women and has changed ... as we once known it), and word omission 
(played for Dodgers and editor for twin City Centinel) that may make comprehension 
difficult.  

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.       
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Component A – Module 2 – Anchor Paper – Level 2 – C  
Quality 
 

                                                      Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a simple understanding of the text (Women throughout history were usually 
considered to be an underdog), making superficial connections to the assigned task (Mary 
Garber was one of the female sportswrites in which made a lot of contributions to the field of 
Reporting).  

Development 
 

Develops ideas briefly, using some detail from the text (Mary Garber was known as the 2nd 
female sportswriter to be in the Hall of fame and She made many good inteviews).   

Organization Shows minimal focus and minimal organization. 
Language Use 
 

Uses language that is basic (an underdog newspaper reporting, female sportswrites in which 
made, meaning to exclude, 2nd), with little awareness of audience or purpose. The response 
attempts to vary sentence structure (Many women have to be decidated in what she does 
meaning to exclude a lot of other things which may lead disruption in your work) but with 
little success.  

Conventions 
 

Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (decidated, hardwork, 
inteviews), punctuation (what she does meaning), paragraphing, capitalization (Reporting, 
fame, Job), grammar (Women ... were ...an underdog and women ... she does ... your work), 
usage (throughout for “in”), and word omission (may lead disruption) that may make 
comprehension difficult. 

Conclusion:   Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat weaker in 
organization.  
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Component A – Module 2 – Anchor Paper – Level 1 - A 
Quality 
 

                                                      Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a simple understanding of the text (In the world of journalism, Mary Garber ... was 
a true pioneer as a female sportswriter), making one superficial connection to the assigned 
task (had a long & hard path of rejection to overcome). 

Development 
 

Shows minimal evidence of development, with only one general text reference (sacrificed 
things to accomplish ... goals). 

Organization Suggests a focus (In the world of journalism, Mary Garber was … a true pioneer as a female 
sportswriter) but lacks organization.   

Language Use Is minimal, providing only four sentences. 
Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable. 
Conclusion:  Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat stronger in 
meaning and organization.  
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Component A – Module 2 – Anchor Paper – Level 1 - B 
Quality 
 

                                                      Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of textual understanding (how she became famous for being a 
sportwriter), making minimal connections between information in the text and the assigned 
task (Mary Garber was once a nobody and She became hook to the Job). 

Development 
 

Shows minimal evidence of development (teen boy left his Job ... in 1944 to Join the war, and 
she became the new eider and she was interview Jackie roberson and he inspire her with 
some word). 

Organization Shows minimal focus and minimal organization. 
Language Use Is minimal. 
Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable. 
Conclusion:  Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities.  
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Component A – Module 2 – Practice Set Paper A – Level 2  
Quality 
 

                                                      Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a simple understanding of the text (Mary Garber has carved her place in American 
Sports history), making superficial connections to the assigned task (She did have trouble ... 
dealing with discrimination and stereotyping). 

Development 
 

Develops ideas briefly, using some detail from the text (interviewing Jackie Robinson and she 
was not allowed to be in the press box and was moved to the wives section).   

Organization 
 

Suggests a focus on the ways in which Mary Garber was a pioneer as a female sportswriter 
and suggests organization through an introduction and a brief discussion of text information.  

Language Use 
 

Uses appropriate language that is occasionally imprecise (6 decade long), with some 
awareness of audience and purpose (Covering stories ranging from a children’s bowling 
tournament, to interviewing Jackie Robinson, her articles have been revered as some of the 
best). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and length 
(Because she was a woman, it was very hard for her to have a steady career as a 
sportswriter).  

Conventions 
 

Demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation 
(tournament, to and wives section) and capitalization (Sports).  

Conclusion:   Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat stronger in 
language use and conventions.       
 



Component A – Module 2 – Practice Set Paper B – Level 3 
Quality 
 

                                                      Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, making explicit connections between information 
and ideas in the text and the assigned task (When Mary first started writing women weren’t 
invited to write about sports; She was the first to cover the segregated schools in her town; 
not easy for women to do what she does. To devote their lives ... give up marriage and 
children, and that’s what makes her a pioneer).   

Development 
 

Develops some ideas (the discrimination she faced) more fully than others (her coverage of 
the underdogs and accomplishments), with some specific and relevant details from the text 
(Mary was often stereotyped by gender. One basketball player ripped off his shorts at a press 
conference and asked her to sew them. A coach ... stopped in the middle of a press conference 
and asked if his language was inappropriate. Mary was denied access to the Duke’s press box 
and was sent to the wive’s box ... banned from locker rooms until the late 1970’s). 

Organization 
 

Maintains an appropriate focus on how Mary Garber was a pioneer as a female sportswriter, 
exhibiting a logical sequence of ideas through an introduction, a discussion of how she was 
stereotyped and her accomplishments, and a conclusion.  

Language Use 
 

Uses appropriate language (Mary was an underdog who loved covering underdogs), with 
some awareness of audience and purpose. The response occasionally makes effective use of 
sentence structure and length (She was banned from the locker rooms until the late 1970’s, 
and even when she was allowed in, she was blocked by other reporters because she was so 
small that she couldn’t see or hear the athletes). 

Conventions 
 

Demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Sports 
writer’s), punctuation (writing women, sports just as, wive’s box, writer’s Hall of Fame, what 
she does. To), paragraphing, capitalization (one), and word omission (women weren’t ... just 
as blacks were invited) that may hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion:   Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Component A – Module 2 – Practice Set Paper C – Level 2 
Quality 
 

                                                      Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a simple understanding of the text (Mary Garber was a famous sports editor and 
After all that she was put thru she is now a legend), making superficial connections to the 
assigned task (Back then women weren’t really allowed to write about sports and She was 
sterotyped because she was a female and ...it isn’t easy to follow her foot steps). 

Development 
 

Develops ideas briefly, using some detail from the text (at games the men were hesitant about 
their language. She was also denied access in the press box; Garber was the 2nd female to be 
inducted for the national sports writers hall of fame; A young man had to leave his position ... 
she decided to take it).   

Organization 
 

Suggests a focus on the ways in which Mary Garber was a pioneer as a female sportswriter 
but lacks organization.  

Language Use 
 

Uses language that is basic (at for “out,” denied access in the press box, 2nd, She was 
sterotyped ... says it isn’t easy to follow her foot steps), with little awareness of audience or 
purpose (she proved every one wrong). The response attempts to vary sentence structure 
(After all that she was put thru she is now a legend and has a nobal prize that is located at a 
local YWCA) but with little success.  

Conventions 
 

Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (every one, sterotyped, 
thru, nobal), punctuation (anything, if; “Mary ... it; sports, at; World War II she; wanted it 
she), paragraphing, capitalization (national sports writers hall of fame), grammar (became for 
“become”), and usage (inducted for) that may make comprehension difficult. 

Conclusion:   Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Component A – Module 2 – Practice Set Paper D – Level 3 
Quality 
 

                                                      Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, making explicit connections between information 
and ideas in the text and the assigned task (when World War II erupted ... She then took on the 
challenge to be the sports writer, she was trying to break the sex barrier in sports writing, 
second female honoree in the National Sportscaster Association’s Hall of Fame).   

Development 
 

Develops ideas briefly, using some detail from the text (By 1947 She was interviewing ... 
Jackie Robinson; reported on underdog athletes, black high schools, and many college 
athletic events; faced hardships like not being allowed in locker rooms and press boxes).   

Organization 
 

Maintains an appropriate focus on how women have a big impact in the field of sportcasting 
... because of pioneer female sportswriters like Mary Garber, exhibiting a logical sequence of 
ideas through an introduction, a discussion of challenges and accomplishments in Garber’s 
career, and a conclusion. 

Language Use 
 

Uses appropriate language that is occasionally imprecise (the high school graduate boy), with 
some awareness of audience and purpose (She has set precedents for all and soon to be 
female sportscasters). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure 
and length (She is well known by all bench warmers and super stars and is known by many 
fans for her Pioneer work in female sports casting). 

Conventions 
 

Demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling 
(sportcasting, proffessional, bench warmers, super stars), punctuation (missing commas; a 
comma splice; soon to be ... sports casters), and capitalization (Pioneer, Society Editor, She).  

Conclusion:    Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker in 
development.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Component A – Module 2 – Practice Set Paper E – Level 4  
Quality 
 

                                                      Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text (Her contributions to sportscasting have been 
extremely influential in the development of later sportswriters), making clear and explicit 
connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (Throughout her 
career she faced many obstacles, on the basis of her gender, but these obstales never got in 
her way).  

Development 
 

Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of relevant and specific details from 
the text to explain how Mary Garber contributed to sportswriting (she loved writing about 
underdogs, since she was one; One of the most influential reports ... was ... with Jackie 
Robinson ... at a time when African Americans were not very well accepted in professional 
sports, and that female sportscasters were not accepted; recieved some very good edvice from 
Jackie Robinson about dealing with discrimination; This would help through times when she 
was not allowed in press boxes or locker rooms). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how Mary Garber ... regardless of her gender ... 
has molded the path for future generation.  The response exhibits a logical and coherent 
structure through use of appropriate transitions (Throughout, but these obstales, When World 
War II came rolling around, This would be the start, One of the most,). 

Language Use Uses appropriate language that is occasionally imprecise (her greatest impression was, your 
for “you,” your for “you’re”), with some awareness of audience and purpose (This would be 
the start to her outstanding sportswriting career). The response occasionally makes effective 
use of sentence structure and length (When Mary Garber began sportscasting she loved 
writing about underdogs, since she was one in her line of work). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (obstales, 
posistion, recieved, edvice, durby), punctuation (missing and misused commas; Garber 
writing career; discrimination. That), capitalization (field), grammar (writing career starting 
out as, a sportscasters, a time when ... and that female, for future generation), and usage (in 
her way to doing and the start to her ... career) that may hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion:   Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker in 
language use and conventions.                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




