


Demands problem solving techniques that must be planned and not only demonstrated by the

teacher, but communicated back to the teacher.

It remains, then, to find not just a score, but to define the domain of English skills demanded

in the monolingual classroom.  This can be accomplished in different ways.  The following is a

technical procedure for beginning this definition.

Test Development

The test under development is best conceived as an item pool that spans the range of little or

no English to English proficiency.  It also spans the grade ranges.  For the appropriate level of skills

and the appropriate developmental level, this pool could be the source of test forms that overlap

across proficiency levels and developmental or grade levels.  We propose to use the State model for

test development to the extent possible.

Particular attention should be given to the skills needed to perform in the monolingual

English classroom in which the Learning Standards are successfully implemented.

Field Testing

Because the model seeks to chart development toward the acquisition of the skills needed in

the monolingual classroom, the item pool should be field-tested on both monolingual curriculum

students and bilingual curriculum students as well as students receiving English as a Second

Language services without a formal bilingual program.

Items should be calibrated onto a single scale using IRT models.  Basically, this means that

the difficulty of the test questions and the scores of the students should all be gauged to the same

scale.  If a student has a higher score value than a given item, this means that the student has a






