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Question Types

The 2014 Regents Examination in Algebra | (Common Core) contains multiple-choice, 2-
credit, 4-credit, and 6-credit constructed-response questions. For multiple-choice
guestions, students select the correct response from four answer choices. For
constructed-response questions, students write an answer to an open-ended question
and may be required to show their work. In some cases, they may be required to
explain, in words, how they arrived at their answers.

Multiple-Choice Questions

Multiple-choice questions will be used to assess procedural fluency and conceptual
understanding. Multiple-choice questions measure the Standards for Mathematical
Content and may incorporate Standards for Mathematical Practices and real-world
applications. Some multiple-choice questions require students to complete multiple
steps. Likewise, questions may measure more than one standard, drawing on the
simultaneous application of multiple skills and concepts. Within answer choices,
distractors (i.e., an incorrect response that may appear to be a plausible correct
response to a student who has not mastered the skill or concept being tested) will all be
based on plausible missteps.

Constructed-Response Questions

Constructed-response questions will require students to show a deep understanding of
mathematical procedures, concepts, and applications. The Regents Examination in
Algebra | (Common Core) contains 2-, 4-, and 6-credit constructed-response questions.

2-credit constructed-response questions require students to complete a task and show
their work. Like multiple-choice questions, 2-credit constructed-response questions will
often involve multiple steps, the application of multiple mathematics skills, and real-
world applications. These questions may ask students to explain or justify their solutions
and/or show their process of problem solving.

4-credit and 6-credit constructed-response questions require students to show their
work in completing more extensive problems which may involve multiple tasks.
Students will be asked to make sense of mathematical and real-world problems in order
to demonstrate procedural and conceptual understanding. For 6-credit constructed-
response questions, students will analyze, interpret, and/or create mathematical
models of real-world situations.
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The Regents Examination in Algebra |, Geometry, and Algebra Il (Common Core) will
include the following types and numbers of questions:

Question Type

Number of Questions

Multiple-choice (2 credits each) 24
2-credit open-ended 8
4-credit open-ended 4
6-credit open-ended 1
Total credits 86
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