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It is important to read all of Steps 1–5 and the pertinent grade-level information in Step 6 prior to administering 
the test.
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Test books and scoring materials must be kept secure. You are not to discuss the test, show it to anyone, 
or photocopy the materials, as the security of the test could be breached. However, school personnel 
may make photocopies of this Teacher’s Directions if additional copies are needed.
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STEP

1

2

CHECK YOUR TEST MATERIALS 
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For the teacher 
• Teacher’s Directions 
• Book 1s
• Book 2s
• Book 3s
• Listening Selection �����
��
• Extra Answer Sheet 1s and 2s
• Student identification labels for test books (received from Regional Information Center or Large-City School 
�(���(��F

• Identification labels and instructions for completing biographical data for new students 
• Do Not Disturb sign (not provided) 
• Extra No. 2 pencils with erasers (not provided) 
For each student 
• Precoded Answer Sheet 1s and 2s or generic Answer Sheet 1s and 2s requiring the completion of the 
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• Book 1s
• Book 2s
• Book 3s
• No. 2 pencil with eraser (not provided) 
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• On the day of test administration, you should receive the test books from the principal or the principal’s 
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STEP

2
PLAN YOUR TESTING SCHEDULE 
• The test books must be administered in order, on consecutive days. See Page 1 for testing and makeup dates. 
• Schedule testing to allow sufficient time for instructions and preparations. See Page 4 for time requirements.
• Read the Teacher’s Directions in its entirety prior to administering the test. 
• Review Step 6, “Administer the Test,” before administering 
�����
��(����/���
��
����Refer to the “Table of 

Contents” to locate the appropriate test directions for your grade and test book.
• For each test session that requires an answer sheet, each student must have either an answer sheet 
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sufficient time before test administration to darken the demographic section on a generic answer sheet.

• Before administering Book 2s, take time to read the selection in the Listening Selection������
��
• Read directions at a moderate, steady pace. 
• Adhere to testing time limits. 
• Call time if all students complete the test early. 
• Avoid testing just after students have had strenuous physical activity.�

Test Format and Schedule
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short-response questions and an extended-response question. In order to have field test question data more 
reflective of students’ level of effort on an operational test, New York State will begin in Spring 2012 to embed�
multiple-choice questions for field testing within the operational test.

Embedding will occur in Book 1s. This means that field test questions will be interspersed with operational 
test questions in this book. Whether a question is a field test question or an operational test question will not 
be apparent to the student. The field test questions will not count towards the student’s final score, but will be 
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GRADE 6 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS TEST
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GRADE 8 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS TEST
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Testing Accommodations 

Students with IEPs or 504 Plans 
In general, students with disabilities must be provided with the testing accommodations specified in their 
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permitted on specific sections of the tests are described below.

Accommodations Specific to the English Language Arts Tests
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STEP

4

STEP

5

PREPARE YOUR CLASSROOM 
• Plan for the distribution and collection of materials.
• Provide a well-lighted, well-ventilated, and quiet classroom.
• Plan seating arrangements. Allow enough space between students to prevent sharing of answers. To help 
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• Completely cover or remove from the walls all charts and blank or completed graphic organizers pertinent to 
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• Eliminate distractions such as bells or telephones.
• Place a Do Not Disturb sign on the door of the testing room.
• Make sure students’ desks and shelves under desks are cleared of all extraneous materials, and all cell 
.���
�����
�
�����(����)) �(���(���

0(�
����0
��

��� ��

��//���
�. �����#�

• On the board, indicate starting and ending times for the test. 

PREPARE YOUR STUDENTS 
• Help students approach the testing in a relaxed, positive way.
• Explain that the purpose of taking these tests is to find out which concepts have been mastered and which 
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• Point out that some questions may be more difficult than others and that, for constructed-response questions, 
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• Be sure students understand the directions, how to mark answers on their multiple-choice answer sheets, 
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• Encourage students to attempt all questions. Tell them to read each question carefully and make their best 
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Use Standardized Testing Procedures 

��(��(�����()

��
��������(������
��
)(�(��
�

� �

������
��
����
(�(�����'��������
�
(�
��(�������
/ ��#����
�
��)
��
����
)(�(�����(���.���

 �
��) ����
� �

��(��������� 

������������0��(
������ �(���������
�
�����
/��)���
��
����
� �����	�� �
�������� 

����/������
(�
��(����/�����
�
����)������
(������
���E
�!���/��������3��
��
������4������
���/���) ��(.�
C���(�
�9 
��(����) ����
�)���

�(����
��(���
�������
�����
����

����not�
(����
��
��������F�

PREPARE TEST MATERIALS 

Answer Sheets, Biographical Data, and Labels 

• For each student in your class, verify that you have the correct precoded answer sheets. Students will have 
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• If there are no precoded answer sheets for any student, darken in the demographic section on generic 
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• If you have been given precoded labels, affix them to the back covers of the test books. Affix the labels to 

������ 

��:�������4���
������&������
�
�#�
���������(���
)(�(��
�

�

STEP

3



7

ADMINISTER THE TEST  
GRADE 6 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Please read these directions carefully before administering the test. When you administer the test, the directions 
you are to read aloud are preceded by SAY. The italicized instructions to teachers should not be read aloud.

Grade 6 — Day 1, Book 1 

Make sure you have a copy of Book 1. 

Make sure each student has a No. 2 pencil. Students may not use pens. Students may be permitted to use 
highlighters when taking this test. You must, however, monitor student use of highlighters to ensure that they 
are not being used by students to record their responses to questions or in a way that obscures their responses 
to constructed-response questions.

Students are not to be given scrap paper.

Students will be recording the answers to the multiple-choice questions in Book 1 on the front side of their 
Answer Sheet 1. Only the responses on the students’ answer sheets will be scored.
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Distribute to each student his or her own Answer Sheet 1. Ask the students to look at their answer sheets.
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Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand how to use the answer sheet, 
distribute Book 1 to each student. 
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Look at the cover of your test book. Make sure it says “Grade 6 English Language Arts Test �
Book 1” followed by Form “A, B, C,” or “D” and “April 17–19, 2012.” If you do not have the correct 
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Find the word NAME at the bottom of the cover. Write your first and last name on the blank line. 

Check to be sure each student has written his or her name on the front cover of the test book.
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Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the directions,
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Check that all students are looking at the correct page. 
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has a section labeled “Book 1 Form” located above the area in which you will place your responses 
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Pause as students find the area on their answer sheet. When you are certain that all students have located 
the correct area,
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����
��(���
����(�
(���
���
��
��
���/���
�/��)�#� ���
� �(�!���� ���
���������(��������#� ���(���
form letter to fill in on your answer sheet. Are there any questions?

Pause for questions and as students darken the circle of their form letter. Then,

SAY ���������������!
�3����
��
��
�
�����!��(�
���#����-��
�
���
��(.��/������(�!���
��
������ 
����#� �

Read the Tips for Taking the Test aloud as the students follow along.

SAY �
�
���
���)
�� !!
��(��������
�.�#� �
��#� ���
��7
•  Be sure to read carefully all the directions in the test book.
•  Plan your time.
•  Read each question carefully and think about the answer before choosing your response.

After you have read the Tips for Taking the Test,

SAY ��
���
�
���#�9 
��(���H�

Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the Tips for Taking the Test,

SAY �����.�
��
��
�
�����!��(�
���#����-��
�
���
�
(�
��(�������#� �

Read the directions aloud as the students follow along.

SAY -����(���
����#� ���
�!�(�!����
����)
��
�
(�!����
��#� ��(�������
��9 
��(������� �������#� ���0
�
�
�
��

Pause.

SAY �(��
���(��.�����/���
��
���)
�� �
��#� �� �

�����
(�!��/���
��
�
(�!�.����!
���#� ���� �
�����
��
��
�9 
��(�������

������
�.����!
��#� ���0
��
�
�
�� ��(�����0
�@2�)(� �
�������).�
�
���
�#:��.�����/���
��
���������
�)(
��#�.�(����-��(������� ��
�
��1C)(� �
���
���
 �(�!���(���#� �)�#�����
��#�#� ���
�����
����
����9 (
��#���(����������(�!����
�
1C)(� �
���
����(��������� ��������
���
�@2�)(� �
��#� ��(�����0
��������
����
�9 
��(����(��#� ��
�
���������-��(�����(�
���
������(�!���
�
�
(�!��()
�������
�����
�
�� �)�#����������������
��
�
(�!�.����!
������/�
�����#� ��(�
��+�
��#� ��

���
����
��$,�,�����
��
������)��/���
�.�!
��!����������
��
*��.�!
��+�
��#� ���)
������
����
���,���#� ���0
��
���

�
��
�
�
��/���(���
������ �)�#�!���������
���
���#� �������
��
���
�
���#�9 
��(���H

Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand how to take the test,

SAY �� �) ��� ����� (�

.
�

���#�� ��
� #� � )�#� ���� �.
��� �(��� 
���� ���
�� ��(�
� ��
� �
��� (�� �
(�!�
�
)(�(��
�

�
�����.�
��
�� ��������!
�4���
��
!(��
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Record the starting and ending times. Do not count the 5-minute break toward the 90 minutes students have 
to work on this test book.

Be sure that students are on the correct page and are darkening the circles on the answer sheet appropriately 
by making their marks heavy and dark with a No. 2 pencil.

After students have been working on Book 1 for approximately 43 minutes,

SAY -��4�)(� �
���
��(������
�����������
����

After students have been working on Book 1 for approximately 45 minutes, allow them to take a 5-minute 
break. During the break, students may stand at their seats and stretch quietly without talking.

SAY ��
��
�. ��#� ��.
��(���
����������
��(������
���1C)(� �
���
������
��
�(��
���#� ������
����

��
(��(

�#� ���
��������(����
�.���
���
�
�#� ���
�����(�!���
�����
�#� ���
����������/�
��#� ���0
�
����
��
�������#� �)�#�����
��#�#� ���
������
����
����9 (
��#�����
0
���#� �)�#����������

After 5 minutes have passed,

SAY ��(��(����
�
�
��/���
���
������
��
����
�#� ���
����,.
��#� ���
������������
�#� ������
����

��� ��
��
�����(� 
�����(�!����#� ���
���

After 80 minutes have passed, if all students have clearly completed the test, you may skip this next SAY and 
end the session. If any students are still working on the test,

SAY �� ���0
�32�)��
�)(� �
�������).�
�
���(��.�����/���
��
���

After 90 minutes have passed,

SAY ��(��(����
�
�
��/��
��(���3����
��
�.���
�#� ������
����

��(��(

���
�/�������0
���/�#� ���
��������
��
�����
�#� ���
��������������-��(�������
�����
��
�����������
�����
����

���

Collect all test books and answer sheets, making sure each student’s answer sheet has been inserted into his 
or her test book. Follow security procedures established by your principal or school administrator for returning 
secure test materials.

Grade 6 — Day 2, Book 2

Make sure you have a copy of Book 2 and the �(��
�(�!��
�
��(�� booklet. 

Make sure each student has a No. 2 pencil. Students may not use pens. 

Students are not to be given scrap paper. Only the responses to multiple-choice questions marked on 
their Answer Sheet 2 and the answers to the constructed-response questions written in their test books will  
be scored.

SAY ��
�#��#� ��(�������
����
�9 
��(����(�������4��

Distribute to each student his or her own Answer Sheet 2. Ask the students to look at their answer sheets.

SAY ��������#� ������
����

����
�)��
�� �
�#� ���
������!
�&����
�.�!
�� )�
��(��(�
(���

�(����
�
 ..
���(!��C���
�����
���/���
���

���'�����
�) ��(.�
C���(�
�9 
��(����(�������4��#� �) ���)����
#� ������
��������(������
����

���
+�
��)���(�!�����
������#� ������
����

���#� �) ���
���
����
��(���
�/�����
��
��
�������)����
��
#� ������
��/���
����9 
��(���
;�
����#�������4�.
��(����� �)�#����� �
���.
��
+�
��#� �
���
����
��(���
���)��
��
�0#�������)�����
-/�#� �)��
���)(����
��
���
�(����).�
�
�#�
���
��������#�)�����
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�������)��
���#�)����������
�������/�#� ������
����

��
��
���
�
���#�9 
��(������� ���������
���
����
��(���
�����#� ������
����

�H

Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand how to use the answer sheet, 
distribute Book 2 to each student. If, earlier today, you affixed the student labels to the backs of the student 
test books, make sure each student receives the correct test book.

SAY ��(��(��#� �������4����������.
��#� ���
�������� ��(��-��
���#� ����
�����
Look at the cover of your test book. Make sure it says “Grade 6 English Language Arts Test �
Book 2” and “April 17–19, 2012.” If you do not have the correct book, please raise your hand and �
-��(���!(0
�#� ���
�����
�����
��
Find the word NAME at the bottom of the cover. Write your first and last name on the blank line.

Check to be sure each student has written his or her name on the front cover of the test book.

SAY ��
�#��#� ��(��� �(��
�������.����!
���
�����
��9 
��(������� �������.����!
����
��#� ��(����
�
�
��)
�.����!
����
�����
��9 
��(�������

���������#� ���0
��
�
��'���) ��(.�
C���(�
�9 
��(����
52����� !��55��#� �) ���)����#� ������
������#� ������
����

���'���9 
��(����51����� !��5A��#� �
) �����(�
�#� ������
���
(�
���#�(��#� ���
����������� �)�#�.�(���#� ������
��������(�
�(��� ��(0
��
�
�� �
������(�
���
���#��'���) ��(.�
C���(�
�9 
��(����5@����� !��=3��#� �) ���)����#� ������
���
���#� ������
����

��
��
���
�
���#�9 
��(���H

Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the directions, 

SAY ������.
��#� ���
����������
�����������
�.�!
��..��(�
���!
�3��

Check that all students are looking at the correct page. 

SAY ��
��
��
�
�����!��(�
���#����-��
�
���
��(.��/������(�!���
��
������ 
����#� ��

Read the Tips for Taking the Test aloud as the students follow along.

SAY �
�
���
���)
�� !!
��(��������
�.�#� �
��#� ���
��7
•  Be sure to read carefully all the directions in the test book.
•  Plan your time.
•   Read each question carefully and think about the answer before choosing or writing your 
�
�.���
�

 ��
���
�
���#�9 
��(���H�

Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the Tips for Taking the Test,

SAY ���������������
���*��
������
��(.��/������(�!���
��
������
��
�/����������!���(�
�-��
�
������(��(��
��
���*�

Point to the box. Read the information in the box aloud to the students.

SAY -�� ��(�� �
���� #� � �(��� �
� ��(�(�!� ��� �� �� �
*�� ����� #� � �(��� �
� �(��
�(�!� ���� �� �� ��(�(�!� �(��� �
��
����

���
•  how clearly you organize your writing and express what you have learned
•  how accurately and completely you answer the questions being asked
•  how well you support your responses with examples or details from the text
•  how correctly you use spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation
+�
�
0
��#� ��

���(���#)������
�� �
����.������
���
���#� ����(�(�!�

 ��
���
�
���#�9 
��(���H�
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Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the Tips for Taking the Test,

SAY ���������������!
�3����
��
��
�
�����!��(�
���#����-��
�
���
�
(�
��(�������#� �

Read the directions aloud as the students follow along.

After you have read the directions on Page 1,

SAY ��
���
�
���#�9 
��(���H

Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the directions,

SAY � �(�!���
��
�����
�
���
�9 
��(�������
/ ��#��+�
��#� ��

���
����
��$,�,�������
������)��/���
�
.�!
��!����������
��
*��.�!
��+�
��#� ���)
������
����
���,���#� ���0
��
���

���
�
�
��/���
�
�
������ �)�#�!���������
���
���#� �������

 �� �) ��� ����� (�

.
�

���#�� ��
� #� � )�#� ���� �.
��� �(��� 
���� ���
�� ��(�
� ��
� �
��� (�� �
(�!�
�
)(�(��
�

�
��
���
�
���#�9 
��(���H

Pause for questions. (Note: Students must not look at the questions before listening to the selection.) 
When you are confident that all students understand the directions, open the �(��
�(�!��
�
��(�� booklet to 
the selection.

SAY ������(��
�����-��
�
���
�.����!
����#� �

Read the listening selection aloud to the students twice, making sure to read the title, the name of the author,  
and any introductory material. Read the listening selection at a moderate and steady pace, speaking clearly 
and with expression. Each of the two readings should take approximately 3 minutes.

After you have read the listening selection twice,

SAY �� ��(�����������
��@�9 
��(������� �� ��
�.����!
�#� ���0
� B ����
��
���
�3&�9 
��(������� ��
.����!
��#� ��(����
�
��� ��������!
�5������
��9 
��(����52����� !��5A���� ����
��(��
�(�!�.����!
��
�/�
����).�
�(�!���
�9 
��(������� ����
��(��
�(�!�.����!
������(� 
�������9 
��(����5@����� !��=3�
��� ����
��
�
(�!�.����!
���'���������
�) ��(.�
C���(�
�9 
��(�����)����#� ������
������#� ������
��
��

���'���9 
��(����51����� !��5A��#� �) �����(�
�#� ������
���(����
��
��������
�� �)�#��������������#� �����
�������
��(��
�(�!�.����!
�����/�
�����#� ��(�
�
�� ��(�����0
�@2�)(� �
���������
����
�9 
��(�����-��(�����(�
���
������(�!���
�
�
(�!��()
�������
�
����
��When you have finished, sit quietly until I call time.��� �)�#��
!(��

Record the starting and ending times.

Make sure students are on the correct page and are making their marks heavy and dark on their answer sheets 
for the multiple-choice questions.

After 80 minutes have passed, if all students have clearly completed the test, you may skip this next SAY�and 
end the session. If any students are still working on the test,�

SAY �� ���0
�32�)��
�)(� �
�������).�
�
���(��.�����/���
��
����

After 90 minutes have passed,

SAY ��(��(����
�
�
��/��
��(���4����
��
�.���
�#� ������
����

��(��(

���
�/�������0
���/�#� ���
��������
��
�����
�#� ���
��������������-��(�������
�����
��
�����������
�����
����

����

Collect all test books and answer sheets, making sure each student’s answer sheet has been inserted into his 
or her test book. Follow security procedures established by your principal or school administrator for returning 
secure test materials.
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Grade 6 — Day 3, Book 3

Make sure you have a copy of Book 3. 

Make sure each student has a No. 2 pencil. Students may not use pens. 

Do not distribute any answer sheets; students will write all answers directly in their test books. 

Students are not to be given scrap paper. Only the responses in their test books will be scored.

SAY ��
�#��#� ��(�������
����
�9 
��(����(�������&���� ��(����
�!(0
��@2�)(� �
������
�
���
�.����!
��
���
/ ��#���
�����
��9 
��(������� �������#� ���0
��
�
���� �) �����(�
�#� ������
���
(�
���#�(��
#� ���
���������
;�
����#�������4�.
��(����� �)�#����� �
���.
�����
���
�
���#�9 
��(���H

Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the instructions, distribute to each 
student his or her own Book 3. If, earlier today, you affixed the student labels to the back covers of the student 
test books, make sure each student receives the correct test book.

SAY ��(��(��#� �������&����������.
��#� ���
�������� ��(��-��
���#� ����
�����
Look at the cover of your test book. Make sure it says “Grade 6 English Language Arts Test �
Book 3” and “April 17–19, 2012.” If you do not have the correct book, please raise your hand and �
-��(���!(0
�#� ���
�����
�����
��
Find the word NAME at the bottom of the cover. Write your first and last name on the blank line.

Check to be sure each student has written his or her name on the front cover of the test book. 

SAY ������.
��#� ���
����������
�����������
�.�!
��..��(�
���!
�3���� ��(����

��(.��/������(�!���
��
���
��
�(�/��)��(���(������*�

Check that all students are looking at the correct page. 

SAY ��
��
��
�
�����!��(�
���#����-��
�
���
��(.��/������(�!���
��
������ 
����#� ��

Read the Tips for Taking the Test aloud as the students follow along.

SAY �
�
���
���)
�� !!
��(��������
�.�#� �
��#� ���
��7
•  Be sure to read carefully all the directions in the test book.
•  Plan your time.
•  Read each question carefully and think about the answer before writing your response.

After you have read the Tips for Taking the Test, 

SAY ��
���
�
���#�9 
��(���H�

Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the Tips for Taking the Test,

SAY ���������������
���*��
������
��(.��/������(�!���
��
������
��
�/����������!���(�
�-��
�
������(��(��
��
���*�

Point to the box. Read the information in the box aloud to the students.

SAY -����(���
����#� ��(����
���(�(�!���� �����
*�������#� ��(����
��
�
(�!���� ����(�(�!��(����
�����

���
•  how clearly you organize your writing and express what you have learned
•  how accurately and completely you answer the questions being asked
•  how well you support your responses with examples or details from the text
•  how correctly you use spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation
+�
�
0
��#� ��

���(���#)������
�� �
����.������
���
���#� ����(�(�!�
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After you have read the information in the box, 

SAY ��
�#��#� ��(����
�
�(�!���)
��
�
(�!���
���(�(�!���
�
���
�.����!
����
�����
����
�9 
��(������
�����/�#� ������
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� �����)� �/� ��
� .�!
�� !�� ��� ��� ��
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�
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Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the directions,

SAY ���������������!
�3�(��#� ���
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�
���
�
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��(������!
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Read the directions aloud as the students follow along. 

After you have read the directions,
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Record the starting and ending times.

After 80 minutes have passed, if all students have clearly completed the test, you may skip this next SAY and 
end the session. If any students are still working on the test,

SAY �� ���0
�32�)��
�)(� �
�������).�
�
���
��
���

After 90 minutes have passed,

SAY ��(��(����
�
�
��/��
��(���&����
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�����
�#� ���
��������������-��(�������
�����
��
���������

Collect all test books. Follow security procedures established by your principal or school administrator for 
returning secure test materials. 
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ADMINISTER THE TEST  
GRADE 7 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Please read these directions carefully before administering the test. When you administer the test, the directions 
you are to read aloud are preceded by SAY. The italicized instructions to teachers should not be read aloud.

Grade 7 — Day 1, Book 1 

Make sure you have a copy of Book 1. 

Make sure each student has a No. 2 pencil. Students may not use pens. Students may be permitted to use 
highlighters when taking this test. You must, however, monitor student use of highlighters to ensure that they 
are not being used by students to record their responses to questions or in a way that obscures their responses 
to constructed-response questions.

Students are not to be given scrap paper. 

Students will be recording the answers to the multiple-choice questions in Book 1 on the front side of their 
Answer Sheet 1. Only the responses on the students’ answer sheets will be scored.
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Distribute to each student his or her own Answer Sheet 1. Ask the students to look at their answer sheets.
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Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand how to use the answer sheet, 
distribute Book 1 to each student. 
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Look at the cover of your test book. Make sure it says “Grade 7 English Language Arts Test �
Book 1” followed by Form “A, B, C,” or “D” and “April 17–19, 2012.” If you do not have the correct 
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Find the word NAME at the bottom of the cover. Write your first and last name on the blank line. 

Check to be sure each student has written his or her name on the front cover of the test book.

SAY �����/�#� ������
���) ����
�)���

����#� ������
����

����� �)�#�����
0
���)��
����
����(!�C
�(!������� �

��(�
�(��#� ���
�����������#� ��
�
�
��
���
�
���#�9 
��(���H

Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the directions,

STEP

6
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Check that all students are looking at the correct page.
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Pause as students find the area on their answer sheet. When you are certain that all students have located 
the correct area,
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form letter to fill in on your answer sheet. Are there any questions?

Pause for questions and as students darken the circle of their form letter. Then,
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Read the Tips for Taking the Test aloud as the students follow along.
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•  Be sure to read carefully all the directions in the test book.
•  Plan your time.
•  Read each question carefully and think about the answer before choosing your response.

After you have read the Tips for Taking the Test, 
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Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the Tips for Taking the Test,
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Read the directions aloud as the students follow along.
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Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand how to take the test,
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Record the starting and ending times. Do not count the 5-minute break toward the 90 minutes students have 
to work on this test book.

Be sure that students are on the correct page and are darkening the circles on the answer sheet appropriately 
by making their marks heavy and dark with a No. 2 pencil.

After students have been working on Book 1 for approximately 43 minutes,
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After students have been working on Book 1 for approximately 45 minutes, allow them to take a 5-minute 
break. During the break, students may stand at their seats and stretch quietly without talking.
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After 5 minutes have passed,
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After 80 minutes have passed, if all students have clearly completed the test, you may skip this next SAY and 
end the session. If any students are still working on the test,
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Collect all test books and answer sheets, making sure each student’s answer sheet has been inserted into his 
or her test book. Follow security procedures established by your principal or school administrator for returning 
secure test materials.

Grade 7 — Day 2, Book 2

Make sure you have a copy of Book 2 and the �(��
�(�!��
�
��(�� booklet. 

Make sure each student has a No. 2 pencil. Students may not use pens. 

Students are not to be given scrap paper. Only the responses to multiple-choice questions marked on their 
Answer Sheet 2 and the answers to the constructed-response questions written in their test books will be 
scored.
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Distribute to each student his or her own Answer Sheet 2. Ask the students to look at their answer sheets.
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Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand how to use the answer sheet, 
distribute Book 2 to each student. If, earlier today, you affixed the student labels to the backs of the student 
test books, make sure each student receives the correct test book.
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Look at the cover of your test book. Make sure it says “Grade 7 English Language Arts Test �
Book 2” and “April 17–19, 2012.” If you do not have the correct book, please raise your hand and �
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Find the word NAME at the bottom of the cover. Write your first and last name on the blank line.

Check to be sure each student has written his or her name on the front cover of the test book.
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Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the directions,
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Check that all students are looking at the correct page. 
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Read the Tips for Taking the Test aloud as the students follow along.
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Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the Tips for Taking the Test,
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Point to the box. Read the information in the box aloud to the students.
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•  how clearly you organize your writing and express what you have learned
•  how accurately and completely you answer the questions being asked
•  how well you support your responses with examples or details from the text
•  how correctly you use spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation
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Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the Tips for Taking the Test,
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Read the directions aloud as the students follow along.

After you have read the directions on Page 1,

SAY ��
���
�
���#�9 
��(���H

Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the directions,
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Pause for questions. (Note: Students must not look at the questions before listening to the selection.) 
When you are confident that all students understand the directions, open the �(��
�(�!��
�
��(�� booklet to 
the selection.
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Read the listening selection aloud to the students twice, making sure to read the title, the name of the author,  
and any introductory material. Read the listening selection at a moderate and steady pace, speaking clearly 
and with expression. Each of the two readings should take approximately 3 minutes.

After you have read the listening selection twice,
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board. When you have finished, sit quietly until I call time. You may begin.

Record the starting and ending times.

Make sure students are on the correct page and are making their marks heavy and dark on their answer sheets 
for the multiple-choice questions.

After 80 minutes have passed, if all students have clearly completed the test, you may skip this next SAY�and 
end the session. If any students are still working on the test, 
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After 90 minutes have passed,
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Collect all test books and answer sheets, making sure each student’s answer sheet has been inserted into his 
or her test book. Follow security procedures established by your principal or school administrator for returning 
secure test materials.
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Grade 7 — Day 3, Book 3

Make sure you have a copy of Book 3. 

Make sure each student has a No. 2 pencil. Students may not use pens. 

Do not distribute any answer sheets; students will write all answers directly in their test books. 

Students are not to be given scrap paper. Only the responses in their test books will be scored.
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Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the instructions, distribute to each 
student his or her own Book 3. If, earlier today, you affixed the student labels to the back covers of the student 
test books, make sure each student receives the correct test book.
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Look at the cover of your test book. Make sure it says “Grade 7 English Language Arts Test �
Book 3” and “April 17–19, 2012.” If you do not have the correct book, please raise your hand and �
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Find the word NAME at the bottom of the cover. Write your first and last name on the blank line.

Check to be sure each student has written his or her name on the front cover of the test book. 

SAY ������.
��#� ���
����������
�����������
�.�!
��..��(�
���!
�3���� ��(����

��(.��/������(�!���
��
���
��
�(�/��)��(���(������*�

Check that all students are looking at the correct page. 
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Read the Tips for Taking the Test aloud as the students follow along.
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•  Be sure to read carefully all the directions in the test book.
•  Plan your time.
•  Read each question carefully and think about the answer before writing your response.

After you have read the Tips for Taking the Test, 
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Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the Tips for Taking the Test,
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Point to the box. Read the information in the box aloud to the students.
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•  how clearly you organize your writing and express what you have learned
•  how accurately and completely you answer the questions being asked
•  how well you support your responses with examples or details from the text
•  how correctly you use spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation
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After you have read the information in the box, 
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Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the directions,
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Read the directions aloud as the students follow along. 

After you have read the directions,
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Record the starting and ending times.

After 80 minutes have passed, if all students have clearly completed the test, you may skip this next SAY and 
end the session. If any students are still working on the test,
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After 90 minutes have passed,
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Collect all test books. Follow security procedures established by your principal or school administrator for 
returning secure test materials.
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ADMINISTER THE TEST  
GRADE 8 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Please read these directions carefully before administering the test. When you administer the test, the directions 
you are to read aloud are preceded by SAY. The italicized instructions to teachers should not be read aloud.

Grade 8 — Day 1, Book 1 

Make sure you have a copy of Book 1. 

Make sure each student has a No. 2 pencil. Students may not use pens. Students may be permitted to use 
highlighters when taking this test. You must, however, monitor student use of highlighters to ensure that they 
are not being used by students to record their responses to questions or in a way that obscures their responses 
to constructed-response questions.

Students are not to be given scrap paper. 

Students will be recording the answers to the multiple-choice questions in Book 1 on the front side of their 
Answer Sheet 1. Only the responses on the students’ answer sheets will be scored.
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Distribute to each student his or her own Answer Sheet 1. Ask the students to look at their answer sheets.
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Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand how to use the answer sheet, 
distribute Book 1 to each student. 
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Look at the cover of your test book. Make sure it says “Grade 8 English Language Arts Test �
Book 1” followed by Form “A, B, C,” or “D” and “April 17–19, 2012.” If you do not have the correct 
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Find the word NAME at the bottom of the cover. Write your first and last name on the blank line. 

Check to be sure each student has written his or her name on the front cover of the test book.
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Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the directions,

STEP

6
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Check that all students are looking at the correct page.
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Pause as students find the area on their answer sheet. When you are certain that all students have located 
the correct area,
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Pause for questions and as students darken the circle of their form letter. Then,
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Read the Tips for Taking the Test aloud as the students follow along.
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•  Be sure to read carefully all the directions in the test book.
•  Plan your time.
•  Read each question carefully and think about the answer before choosing your response.

After you have read the Tips for Taking the Test, 
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Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the Tips for Taking the Test,
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Read the directions aloud as the students follow along.
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Pause.
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Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand how to take the test,
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Record the starting and ending times. Do not count the 5-minute break toward the 90 minutes students have 
to work on this test book.
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Be sure that students are on the correct page and are darkening the circles on the answer sheet appropriately 
by making their marks heavy and dark with a No. 2 pencil.

After students have been working on Book 1 for approximately 43 minutes,
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After students have been working on Book 1 for approximately 45 minutes, allow them to take a 5-minute 
break. During the break, students may stand at their seats and stretch quietly without talking.
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After 5 minutes have passed,
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After 80 minutes have passed, if all students have clearly completed the test, you may skip this next SAY and 
end the session. If any students are still working on the test,
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After 90 minutes have passed,
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Collect all test books and answer sheets, making sure each student’s answer sheet has been inserted into his 
or her test book. Follow security procedures established by your principal or school administrator for returning 
secure test materials.

Grade 8 — Day 2, Book 2

Make sure you have a copy of Book 2 and the �(��
�(�!��
�
��(�� booklet. 

Make sure each student has a No. 2 pencil. Students may not use pens. 

Students are not to be given scrap paper. Only the responses to multiple-choice questions marked on their 
Answer Sheet 2 and the answers to the constructed-response questions written in their test books will be 
scored.
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Distribute to each student his or her own Answer Sheet 2. Ask the students to look at their answer sheets.
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Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand how to use the answer sheet, 
distribute Book 2 to each student. If, earlier today, you affixed the student labels to the backs of the student 
test books, make sure each student receives the correct test book. 
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Look at the cover of your test book. Make sure it says “Grade 8 English Language Arts Test �
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Find the word NAME at the bottom of the cover. Write your first and last name on the blank line.

Check to be sure each student has written his or her name on the front cover of the test book.
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Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the directions,
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Check that all students are looking at the correct page. 
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Read the Tips for Taking the Test aloud as the students follow along.
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Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the Tips for Taking the Test,
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Point to the box. Read the information in the box aloud to the students.

SAY -�� ��(�� �
���� #� � �(��� �
� ��(�(�!� ��� �� �� �
*�� ����� #� � �(��� �
� �(��
�(�!� ���� �� �� ��(�(�!� �(��� �
��
����

���
•  how clearly you organize your writing and express what you have learned
•  how accurately and completely you answer the questions being asked
•  how well you support your responses with examples or details from the text
•  how correctly you use spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation
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Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the Tips for Taking the Test,
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Read the directions aloud as the students follow along.

After you have read the directions on Page 1,
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Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the directions,
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Pause for questions. (Note: Students must not look at the questions before listening to the selection.) 
When you are confident that all students understand the directions, open the �(��
�(�!��
�
��(�� booklet to  
the selection.
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Read the listening selection aloud to the students twice, making sure to read the title, the name of the author,  
and any introductory material. Read the listening selection at a moderate and steady pace, speaking clearly 
and with expression. Each of the two readings should take approximately 3 minutes.

After you have read the listening selection twice,
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Record the starting and ending times.

Make sure students are on the correct page and are making their marks heavy and dark on their answer sheets 
for the multiple-choice questions.

After 80 minutes have passed, if all students have clearly completed the test, you may skip this next SAY and 
end the session. If any students are still working on the test, 
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After 90 minutes have passed,
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Collect all test books and answer sheets, making sure each student’s answer sheet has been inserted into his 
or her test book. Follow security procedures established by your principal or school administrator for returning 
secure test materials.
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Grade 8 — Day 3, Book 3

Make sure you have a copy of Book 3. 

Make sure each student has a No. 2 pencil. Students may not use pens. 

Do not distribute any answer sheets; students will write all answers directly in their test books. 

Students are not to be given scrap paper. Only the responses in their test books will be scored.
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Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the instructions, distribute to each 
student his or her own Book 3. If, earlier today, you affixed the student labels to the back covers of the student 
test books, make sure each student receives the correct test book.
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Look at the cover of your test book. Make sure it says “Grade 8 English Language Arts Test �
Book 3” and “April 17–19, 2012.” If you do not have the correct book, please raise your hand and �
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Find the word NAME at the bottom of the cover. Write your first and last name on the blank line.

Check to be sure each student has written his or her name on the front cover of the test book. 
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Check that all students are looking at the correct page. 
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Read the Tips for Taking the Test aloud as the students follow along.
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•  Be sure to read carefully all the directions in the test book.
•  Plan your time.
•  Read each question carefully and think about the answer before writing your response.

After you have read the Tips for Taking the Test, 
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Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the Tips for Taking the Test,
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Point to the box. Read the information in the box aloud to the students.
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•  how clearly you organize your writing and express what you have learned
•  how accurately and completely you answer the questions being asked
•  how well you support your responses with examples or details from the text
•  how correctly you use spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation
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After you have read the information in the box, 
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Pause for questions. When you are confident that all students understand the directions,
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Read the directions aloud as the students follow along. 

After you have read the directions,
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Record the starting and ending times.

After 80 minutes have passed, if all students have clearly completed the test, you may skip this next SAY and 
end the session. If any students are still working on the test,
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After 90 minutes have passed,
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Collect all test books. Follow security procedures established by your principal or school administrator for 
returning secure test materials.



Grades 6, 7, and 8
English Language Arts Tests
Teacher’s Directions  
April 17–19, 2012

Test books and scoring materials must be 
kept secure. You are not to discuss the test, 
show it to anyone, or photocopy the materials, 
as the security of the test could be breached. 
However, school personnel may make 
photocopies of this Teacher’s Directions if 
additional copies are needed.


