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According to the story, which animal started the new style? 
A   Bear 
B   Beaver 
C   Rabbit 
D   Squirrel 
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Here is a paragraph a student wrote. The paragraph has some 
mistakes in capital letters and punctuation. Some sentences may 
have no mistakes. There are no mistakes in spelling. 
Read the paragraph, and find the mistakes. Draw a line through 
each mistake in the paragraph. Then write the correction above it. 

Winter is a fun season. It snows a lot where 
i live. I like to play in the snow. My Brother 
likes to play in the snow, too. We make 
snowballs and snow houses. when it gets dark, we 
go inside, but we know we can go out again the 
next day? 

10 11
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http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/3-8�� Appendix B Sample 
Mathematics Questions��� B ��������
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�� ___________________ ���
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each mistake in the paragraph. Then write the correction above it. 
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You can use different maps to find 
different kinds of facts. A road map shows 
you how to find your way. Other maps show 
which crops are grown in different places. 
Maps can show how many people live in 
different places. Some maps show what the 
weather is like. Some maps tell you about 
the land. These maps might show mountains 
or tell how high the land is above sea 
level.

���������������

What are four different kinds of facts you can learn from maps? 
Write your answer in the empty circles of the web below. 
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What is the “right place” mentioned in the title of the poem? Use 
details from the poem to support your answer. 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________
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Here is a report a student wrote. There are some mistakes in the 
paragraph. Some sentences may have more than one mistake, 
and other sentences may contain no mistakes at all. There are 
no mistakes in spelling. 
Read the paragraph and find the mistakes. Draw a line through 
each mistake in the paragraph. Then write the correction  
above it. 

Last weekend, my family and I went to the new 
aquarium downtown. It is one of the most largest 
aquariums in the state. When we first arrive at 
the aquarium, we saw real otters sharks, and 
penguins. Then we went to the aquarium’s Theater 
and saw a show called “The amazing Oceans.” I 
learned about different oceans across the world 
and about interesting creatures that lives in 
those oceans. It was so much fun to visit the 
aquarium. I can’t wait to go back! 

12

Facts From 
Maps

13
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The chart below lists information from two tall tales about Molly 
Brown. Using information from the article, complete the chart by 
explaining which part of the tall tale was true and which was 
made up. 
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The author of “The Unsinkable Molly Brown” writes that Molly 
Brown was so famous that people wrote tall tales about her. Why 
do you think people were so interested in her? Do you think her 
fame was deserved? Write an essay in which you explain your 
opinion of Molly Brown. Use details from the article to support 
your answer. 
In your answer, be sure to tell: 

� why Molly Brown was so famous 
� whether Molly Brown deserved to be famous 
� logical reasons to support your opinion 
� details from the article to explain your answer 
Check your writing for correct spelling, grammar, and 
punctuation. 
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Tall Tales About 
Molly Brown What Was True What Was 

Made Up 

1. Molly Brown 
traveled west in a 
prairie schooner 
that was robbed by 
Jesse James. 

2. Molly Brown, 
while dressed only 
in her underwear, 
took command of a 
lifeboat as the 
Titanic sank. 

1716
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and other sentences may contain no mistakes at all. There are 
no mistakes in spelling. 
Read the paragraph and find the mistakes. Draw a line through 
each mistake in the paragraph. Then write the correction  
above it. 
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and about interesting creatures that lives in 
those oceans. It was so much fun to visit the 
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Brown. Using information from the article, complete the chart by 
explaining which part of the tall tale was true and which was 
made up. 
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do you think people were so interested in her? Do you think her 
fame was deserved? Write an essay in which you explain your 
opinion of Molly Brown. Use details from the article to support 
your answer. 
In your answer, be sure to tell: 

� why Molly Brown was so famous 
� whether Molly Brown deserved to be famous 
� logical reasons to support your opinion 
� details from the article to explain your answer 
Check your writing for correct spelling, grammar, and 
punctuation. 
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Why do you think Sojourner Truth changed her name from the 
one she was given when she was born? Was her choice of name 
a good one? Write an essay in which you explain why Sojourner 
Truth changed her name, what that name represented to her, 
and whether the name was a good choice. Use details from the 
article to support your answer. 
In your answer, be sure to include: 

� why Sojourner Truth changed her name 
� what her new name represented to her 
� whether her new name was a good choice 
� details from the article to support your answer 
Check your writing for correct spelling, grammar, and 
punctuation. 

7��
������������������������

������������������������

�����

Why did the author most likely write the article? 
A   to encourage readers to be friendly to others 
B   to describe souvenirs brought back from Nepal 
C   to teach readers how to prepare for hiking trips 
D   to explain a lesson learned while traveling in Nepal 
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In the chart below, write the reason each object is special to the 
author.
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1514

Object Why It Is Special 

Sherpa walking stick 

Tall walking stick 

Yak bell 
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