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20082008--2009 2009 
New York State New York State 
Alternate Assessment Alternate Assessment 
Administration TrainingAdministration Training

Overview of NYSAA Administration for
New Teachers

Purpose of Training 
Segment

o Intended for 
n Teachers new to administering NYSAA or 
n Teachers who have limited experience 

with NYSAA

o Provides an overview of the NYSAA 
administration process

o All teachers must review the 2008-09 
Administration Manual (September 
2008)
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NYSAA 
Steps 
Chart

NYSAA 
Administration 
Manual, Page 7

Introduction – Steps 1, 2, 3

o Determine students to be assessed 
using
n Individual Education Plan (IEP)
n Student’s date of birth and NYSAA Birth 

Date Chart

o Determine grade and content areas to 
be assessed

o Review NYSAA Test Blueprints
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When are students 
assessed?

Teachers
o Work with students during regular 

instruction
o Provide an instructional period where 

skills are introduced
o Collect performance data on three 

separate dates within the 
administration period for a specific 
assessment task

NYSAA Administration 
Period

o Administration begins on October 6, 
2008

o Administration ends on February 13, 
2009

o All datafolios must be completed and 
turned in to building administrators 
by February 13, 2009
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NYSAA Scoring Dimensions

oo Connection to Grade Level ContentConnection to Grade Level Content
n AGLI from grade level,
n Task connects to AGLI, and
n Verifying evidence connects to Task

oo PerformancePerformance
n Accuracy – the number of correct 

responses
n Independence – the number of 

steps/items did not require prompts or 
cues

NYSAA 
Birth Date 
Chart
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Confirm IEP Information

o NYSAA designated as assessment

o Test Accommodations

o Goals and objectives

Recap – Steps 1, 2, 3

o NYSAA administration period
o Refer to the students IEP
o Confirm the student’s date of birth
o Use the NYSAA Birth Date Chart to 

determine the grade and content area 
to be assessed
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Recap – Steps 1, 2, 3
(continued)

o Use the NYSAA Test Blueprints to 
determine
n Required Components
n Choice Components

“After reading an eighth grade student's 
IEP, I decided to use Key Idea: Writing, 
Standard 1: Students will read, write, 
listen, and speak for information and 
understanding…He was amazed with 
what he learned from the book and 
wanted to share this newly gained 
information with his peers…The 
expression on his face revealed his 
delight and self satisfaction.”

-Teacher who completed 2007-08 NYSAA
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Introduction – Steps 4, 5, 6

o NYSAA Frameworks
o Grade Level Indicators
o Essences
o Alternate Grade Level Indicators 

(AGLIs)

4th Grade ELA Assessment
o Required Component 1 –

Key Idea Reading
n Choice Component (select one)
o Standard 2 OR
o Standard 4

o Required Component 2 –
Key Idea Writing
n Choice Component (select one)
o Standard 1 OR
o Standard 2



2008-09 NYSAA Fall Training, DVD 
Segment 2 - New Teacher Overview 8

Alternate Grade Level 
Indicators (AGLIs)

o Aligned to the core curriculum and 
the New York State Learning 
Standards

o Narrow depth and breadth of content 
for students with severe cognitive 
disabilities

NYSAA 
Planning 
Tool
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Selecting an AGLI

o Locate the grade level at which the 
student will be assessed

o Review the grade level indicators
o Review the essences to understand 

the “big ideas”
o Select an AGLI from the first Required 

Component and the second Required 
Component

Parent/Family/
Guardian Survey
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Assessment Tasks

Three options…
n Use a Sample Assessment Task directly 

from Frameworks

n Modify a Sample Assessment Task from 
the Frameworks

n Create an original Sample Assessment 
Task

o Include the verb or verb phrase and 
direct object from AGLI

Modifying a Sample Task

o Sample Assessment Task:
The student will take notes recording 
three important facts, data, or ideas 
presented in a text.

o Comparable Task-Example 1:
The student will take notes recording 
three important facts, data, or ideas 
presented in a text by pointing to 
word or phrase cards that are 
appropriate to the text.
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Modifying a Sample Task 
(continued)

o Sample Assessment Task:
The student will take notes recording 
three important facts, data, or ideas 
presented in a text.

o Comparable Task-Example 2:
The student will take notes recording 
two important facts, data, or ideas 
presented in a text.

Steven’s 1st Required 
Component – Reading

AGLI: identify important character(s) 
and/or event(s) in story(s) read or 
read aloud by others (12106)

Task: SAT12106A …The student will 
identify an important character from 
the text by choosing the picture of 
this character from multiple choices. 
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Steven’s 2nd Required 
Component – Writing

AGLI: arrange events in logical and 
sequential order (21103)

Task: comparable SAT21103 …The 
student will arrange three or more 
pictures in chronological order that 
represent a sequence of events, after 
listening to a short passage. 

Verifying Evidence

o Assess a single task on three 
separate dates

o Submit two pieces of verifying 
evidence that show what the student 
did

o Submit evidence for the last two 
dates of student performance
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Another AGLI and Task
AGLI: identify story elements such as character, 

plot, and setting

Task: The student will identify character, plot, and 
setting in various stories

Possible Evidence:

VE #1 – student work product where student 
circles character, plot, and setting

VE #2 – photographs showing the student 
selecting picture cards of character, plot, and 
setting

Recap – Steps 4, 5, 6

o Step 4: Select two AGLIs per content 
area
n One from each Required Component

o Step 5: Meet with 
Parent/Family/Guardian and complete 
survey

o Step 6: Select assessment task
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“I was extremely pleased with my 
students' responses to my high 
expectations.  I chose AGLIs and 
tasks that challenged them.  They 
took the NYSAA very seriously and, 
as a result, met or exceeded my 
expectations.“

-Teacher who completed 2007-08 NYSAA

Assessment Tasks
Three options…
n Use a Sample Assessment Task 

directly from Frameworks
n Modify a Sample Assessment Task 

from the Frameworks
n Create an original Sample 

Assessment Task
o Include the verb or verb phrase and 

direct object from AGLI
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Assessment Tasks
(continued)

Assessment Tasks must be
o Observable
o Measureable
o Challenging 
o Appropriate

Introduction – Steps 7, 8, 9

o Step 7: Prepare to collect data

o Step 8: Conduct assessment task

o Step 9: Complete Verifying Evidence 
(VE) documentation
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Data Collection

o Collect data
o Conduct the assessment task
o Document student performance data
o Consider all needs
n Materials
n Equipment
n Supports
n Staff

Four Types of Verifying 
Evidence

o Student work product

o Sequence of captioned dated 
photographs

o Video tape or audio tape clip

o Data Collection Sheet with supporting 
evidence

See pages 15-21 of the Administration 
Manual for specific guidelines
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Seven Required Elements

For all evidence (Data Summary Sheet, 
Verifying Evidence, Supporting 
Evidence):

o Student’s name
o Date of student performance
o Content area
o AGLI text
o Assessment task
o Level of accuracy
o Level of independence

Recording Required Elements

Record the seven required elements 
either

o Directly on the verifying evidence

o On a verifying evidence label affixed 
to the verifying evidence
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Verifying Evidence Label

NYSAA Verifying Evidence Label
Date Student Performance: ______/______/_____
Student Name: ____________________________
ELA  Mathematics  Science  Social Studies

AGLI text: ________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
Task: ____________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
Accuracy: ______ % Independence: ______%

Performance Scores

Accuracy is a key measure of student 
performance for NYSAA. The teacher 
determines the level of accuracy by 
comparing the student’s number of correct 
responses with the total number of expected 
responses.

Accuracy Example:
20 correct responses out of 25 possible total responses

20/25 = .8 x 100% = 80% accurate = Level 4
Document both the percentage and the rating on the Data 
Summary Sheet
Note: Rounding up is acceptable for a calculation of .5 or 
above
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Rounding Example

Level of Accuracy:
4 correct responses out of 6 addition 

problems
4/6 = .66667x 100% = 66.667% , 
rounded to 67% accurate = Level 3

Note: Rounding up is acceptable for a 
calculation of .5 or above

Performance Scores

Independence is a key measure of student 
performance for NYSAA. The level of 
independence cannot be estimated. It is 
determined by dividing the number of steps 
or items not requiring prompts or cues by the 
total number of steps in the task. 

Independence Example:
Student completes a 6 step task with prompts on 2 steps

4/6 = .66667 x 100% = 66.7% rounded up to 67% = Level 3
Document both the percentage and the rating on the Data 

Summary Sheet
Note: Rounding up is acceptable for a percentage calculation 

of .5 or above
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Example –
Scientific 
Tools

Example – Data Collection 
Sheet
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Example – Observer Verification 
Form Signature

Recap – Steps 7, 8, 9

o Review the NYSAA Administration 
Manual (September 2008) carefully

o Plan before administering the  
assessment

o Review the Verifying Evidence guidelines 
(pages 15-22)

o Don’t take short cuts – you will 
jeopardize the student receiving a 
reportable score
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“… information was programmed on 
several buttons of her Dynavox. This 
student needs to use row/scan …
and it requires the student to 
concentrate ALOT. She really 
surprised us all in the classroom 
with her accurate responses--
obviously she was highly motivated 
to answer the "wh" questions ….”

-Teacher who completed 2007-08 NYSAA

Introduction – Step 10

Completing the Data Summary Sheet in 
full

o Demographic information
o Check the Choice Component box
o Record the AGLI code and text
o Record the assessment task
o Complete the performance data 

section
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Assembling the Datafolio

ELA, Mathematics, Science, or Social Studies 
(grade specific)

1st AGLI
Data Summary 

Sheet

2nd AGLI 
Data Summary 

Sheet

Date 1 Date 1
Date 2
Submit 

VE

Date 3
Submit 

VE

Date 2
Submit 

VE

Date 3
Submit 

VE

Datafolio Order
o ELA
n 1s t Required Component AGLI
n 2nd Required Component AGLI

o Mathematics
n 1s t Required Component AGLI
n 2nd Required Component AGLI

o Science, if applicable
n 1s t Required Component AGLI
n 2nd Required Component AGLI

o Social Studies, if applicable
n 1s t Required Component AGLI
n 2nd Required Component AGLI
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Recap – Step 10

Complete the Data Summary Sheet in full
o Demographic information
o Check the Choice Component box
o Record the AGLI code and text
o Record the assessment task
o Complete the performance data section
o Data Summary Sheets are grade and 

content specific

“My students took great pride 
in doing their work when they 
realized that they were 
compiling an important 
datafolio...“

-Teacher who completed 2007-08 NYSAA
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Steps 11 – 15 

o Step 11: Complete steps 6-10 for the 
second selected AGLI (2nd required 
component)

o Step 12: Complete steps 2-11 for 
each content area to be assessed

o Step 13: Assemble the datafolio using 
the Table of Contents and Checklist of 
Things to Remember

Steps 11 – 15
(continued)

o Step 14: Submit the datafolio to the building 
administrator no later than close of business 
February 13, 2009. The building 
administrator will forward datafolios to the 
regional Score Site Coordinator. No further 
work, edits, additions, changes, etc. can be 
done to a student datafolio after February 
13th. 

o Step 15: Complete the on-line Teacher Survey 
http://iservices.measuredprogress.org/NYSAA
Survey.asp
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Collegial Review

o Teachers are required to participate 
in collegial reviews of NYSAA student 
datafolios during the administration 
period 

o At least one collegial review must be 
conducted on each datafolio

o Record the month in which the 
collegial review was conducted on the 
bottom of the Student Page

“High expectations have always 
characterized my educational 
program.  NYSAA provides a 
tangible way to demonstrate how 
my students are learning content 
from the core curriculum.“

-Teacher who completed 2007-08 NYSAA


