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Introduction

• Because NYSAA procedures are reviewed 
and revised annually, it is very important 
for teachers to:
– review carefully the 2010-11 NYSAA 

Administration Manual (September 2010)
– understand the updates and clarifications 

provided by the Department
– review any changes made to the 

procedures
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NYSAA 
Administration Period

• Administration begins on October 4, 2010
• Administration ends on February 11, 2011
• All datafolios must be completed and turned in 

to building administrators by February 11, 2011
– No further work, edits, additions, changes, etc. can 

be done to a datafolio after February 11th
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NYSAA Overview

• Refer to the Age Range Chart to confirm the 
grade and content area to be assessed

• Follow the NYSAA Test Blueprints
• Select one AGLI from each Required 

Component
• Demonstrate the AGLI using an assessment 

task
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NYSAA Overview (cont’d)

• Conduct the task on at least three separate 
dates during the administration period

• Record the student’s performance data (Level 
of Accuracy and Level of Independence) for 
last three dates of performance

• Complete one Data Summary Sheet for each 
Required Component (refer to document titles)

• Collect verifying evidence of assessment task 
for any two of the last three dates documented 
on the Data Summary Sheet
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Age Ranges for Testing
on NYSAA in 2010–11

Assessment Birth Date
Reaches age 

given between
September 1, 2010

and August 31, 2011
Grade 3 ELA, Mathematics Sept. 1, 2001—Aug. 31, 2002 9

Grade 4 ELA, Mathematics, Science Sept. 1, 2000—Aug. 31, 2001 10

Grade 5 ELA, Mathematics Sept. 1, 1999—Aug. 31, 2000 11

Grade 6 ELA, Mathematics Sept. 1, 1998—Aug. 31, 1999 12

Grade 7 ELA, Mathematics Sept. 1, 1997—Aug. 31, 1998 13

Grade 8 ELA, Mathematics, Science Sept. 1, 1996—Aug. 31, 1997 14

Secondary-Level ELA, Mathematics, 
Science, Social Studies Sept. 1, 1992—Aug. 31, 1993 18*
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Test Accommodations

• The Department is required to report on the 
use of test accommodations to the US 
Department of Education

• Record test accommodations at the bottom of 
the Student Page in the space provided

• Refer to page 22 of NYSAA Administration 
Manual (September 2010) and the VESID 
website for information about test 
accommodations
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NYSAA 
Test 
Accommodations 
on the Student Page

Administration Manual,

Appendix D
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Updates
• NYSAA Administration Manual

– Grades 5 and 8 Social Studies no longer assessed
– Test Accommodations added
– Removal of the Parent/Family/Guardian Survey
– Modified 2010-11 Forms

• Must use only the Forms from the 2010-11 Administration 
Manual

• NYSAA Frameworks (September 2010)
– Sample Assessment Tasks (SATs) were revised 

and expanded
– Assessment strategies and possible verifying 

evidence were revised and expanded
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Three Common Errors

#1
• Verifying evidence that does not connect to the 

assessment task due to a contradiction in 
directions and/or student action on worksheet
– Most prevalent when pre-printed worksheets were 

used
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Three Common Errors (cont’d)

#2
• Not modifying a Sample Assessment Task 

from the Frameworks
– Assessment task indicated a specific student action 

that was then not evident in verifying evidence
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Three Common Errors (cont’d)

#3
• Problems with calculation of student 

performance data
– Specifically Level of Independence where a notation 

would be helpful
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Issues: Three pieces of VE when only two are 
required. First VE does not have 7 required elements.
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Issues: VE labels not affixed to applicable 
verifying evidence
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Issue: Level of Accuracy from DCS not transcribed 
accurately to DSS, adjustment was made at scoring
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Issue: DSS and VE missing the assessment task, a 
required element
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6th Grade Student Sample 
VE Connects to Task – No

• AGLI 11107 – recognize that 50% represents 
the same amount as 1/2 of the whole

• Assessment task as written on DSS – The 
student will recognize that 1/2 is the same as 
50% when presented with representations of 
1/2, 1/4, and 1/3 by marking the 1/2 when asked 
“which is 50%”.

• Verifying evidence
– Both student work products show only a whole object 

and a half object
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6th Grade Student Sample (cont’d.) 
Re-written Task

• AGLI 11107 – recognize that 50% represents 
the same amount as 1/2 of the whole

• Assessment task as written on DSS – The 
student will recognize that 1/2 is the same as 
50% when presented with representations of 
1/2, 1/4, and 1/3 by marking the 1/2 when asked 
“which is 50%”.

• Adjusted assessment task
– The student will recognize that 1/2 is the same as 

50% when presented with a whole item and a half 
item by indicating 50% and 1/2 of the same 
representations.
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5th Grade Student Sample 
VE Connects to Task – No & Re-written Task

• AGLI 31103 – identify geometric shapes
• Assessment task as written on DSS– The 

student will identify geometric shapes by 
drawing a line to the correct name.

• Adjusted assessment task possibilities
– 1.) The student will identify geometric shapes by 

pasting the shape with the name.
– 2.) The student will identify geometric shapes by 

drawing a line to the correct name or by correctly 
labeling them.
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Connection to 
Grade Level Content

Task 
connects to AGLI

AGLI chosen from 
Grade Level

Verifying 
Evidence 

connects to Task
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7th Grade Student Sample 
VE Connects to Task – No

• AGLI 51101 – gather data and record it on 
a list or in a chart

• Assessment task as written on DSS – The 
student will gather and record data on a 
list or chart in response to a question 
posed by the teacher.

• Verifying evidence
– Multi-step Data Collection Sheet
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7th Grade 
Student 
Sample (Cont’d.)
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Notations on Verifying Evidence
• A notation should clarify for an outside person 

any information about:
– the task, (i.e., how it took place, materials used, 

choices presented, etc.), 
– the verifying evidence itself, or 
– how the performance data was calculated.

• If a teacher feels that the verifying evidence or 
its scoring needs an explanation, include a 
short notation on the verifying evidence. This 
should be written directly on the piece of 
evidence. 

Page 15 of NYSAA Administration Manual
(September 2011)
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Student Performance 
Percentage-Teacher Rubric

• AGLI 21207 – compose clear sentences to 
answer literal questions or to present information 
about explicit informational text

• Assessment task-modified SAT21207: The 
student will record clear sentences to present 
information about informational text.

0 clear 
sentences

1-2 clear 
sentences

3-4 clear 
sentences

5-6 clear 
sentences

7-8 clear 
sentences

0 % 25 % 50 % 75 % 100 %
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Science 
Example 
Template (DSS)
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Science 
Example – 
Template (VE)
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Mathematics 
Example – 
Template 
(VE)
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ELA 
Example – 
Template 
(VE)
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ELA 
Example – 
Template 
(VE)
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ELA 
Example – 
Not a 
Template 
(VE)
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Mathematics 
Example – 
Template 
(VE)
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Mathematics 
Example – 
Not a 
Template 
(VE)
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Recap Common Errors

• Verifying evidence must show the assessment 
task indicated as student action

• Notations help make a piece of verifying 
evidence clear to an outside person

• Double check all calculations of Levels of 
Accuracy and Levels of Independence

• Collegial review is required and is a very 
beneficial part of the NYSAA process
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I continually use the strategies and the 
vocabulary from the AGLIs that the 
students will need to know in order to 
respond independently and 
consistently…Since I have implemented 
this practice…I have noticed a dramatic 
increase in my student's ability to be 
successful in the NYSAA. 

-Teacher who administered 2009-10 NYSAA
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NYSAA Scoring Dimensions

• Connection to Grade Level Content
– AGLI from grade level,
– Task connects to AGLI, and
– Verifying evidence connects to Task

• Performance
– Accuracy – the number of correct responses
– Independence – the number of steps/items that did 

not require prompts or cues
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Connection to 
Grade Level Content

The Connection to Grade Level Content is a 
progression with three parts:

1. AGLI from grade level 
2. Task connects to AGLI
3. Verifying evidence connects to Task
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Connection to 
Grade Level Content

Task 
connects to AGLI

AGLI chosen from 
Grade Level

Verifying 
Evidence 

connects to Task
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AGLIs 
page 
Important 
Note
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Connection to Grade Level 
Content – Assessment Task 

• Assessment task describes how the student is 
going to demonstrate the AGLI

• Three Options:
– Choose one directly from Frameworks,
– Modify one from Frameworks, or
– Write original assessment task: use the verb or verb 

phrase and direct object from the AGLI when 
developing an original assessment task 
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Example of No Connection – 
Task to AGLI – Grade 7 ELA

• AGLI 32107 “identify story elements”
• Assessment task as written on DSS: The 

student will identify a story element (character). 
• Does the assessment task connect to the 

AGLI? NO
– AGLI is about understanding story elements (plural) 

and the task needs to reflect this
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Example of No Connection – 
Task to AGLI– Grade 5 Mathematics

• AGLI 13204 “add, subtract, multiply, and/or 
divide whole numbers using two or more 
strategies”

• Assessment task as written on DSS: The 
student will add and subtract whole numbers 
using a number line. 

• Does the assessment task connect to the 
AGLI? No
– AGLI indicates using two or more strategies and the 

task does not reflect this
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High School Science 
Connection Example 

“And”, “Or”, and “And/Or” Statements

• AGLI 31110 “recognize the Earth, sun, 
and/or moon”

• Assessment task as written on DSS: The 
student will recognize the Earth and sun 
by selecting each from a set of pictures. 
*Yes for Task connects to AGLI
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High School Science 
Connection Example (cont’d) 

“And”, “Or”, and “And/Or” Statements
• Verifying evidence possibilities

– One piece shows the student recognizing the Earth 
and the other piece shows the student recognizing 
the sun *Yes for VE connects to task

– Both pieces show the student recognizing the Earth 
and the sun *Yes for VE connects to task

– One piece shows the student recognizing the Earth 
and the other piece shows the student recognizing 
the moon *No for VE connects to task

• Remember to refer to the manual for guidance 
on “and”, “or”, and “and/or” statements in an 
AGLI and assessment task
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Connection to Grade Level 
Content – Assessment Task 

• How the student will communicate or 
demonstrate his/her responses for the 
assessment should not be included in the 
assessment task as what is being measured
– It should go after the verb or at the end of the 

assessment task 
• Assessment task: Joe will identify which 

numbers are prime numbers on a number line 
from 1 to 10 by pointing to the prime numbers.
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Connection to Grade Level 
Content – Assessment Task

• Be aware of when to modify assessment tasks to reflect student 
action or method of response in verifying evidence
– Grade 5 AGLI: locate the school library (11102)
– Assessment task as written on DSS: The student will locate the 

school library on a map of the school by pointing to the library.
– Verifying evidence 

• Student work product with answers to directional questions 
about the library *No for VE connects to task

• Sequenced, caption, and dated photographs of the student 
point to the library on a school map on the wall *Yes for VE 
connects to task

– Modified assessment task: The student will locate the school 
library by indicating where the library is located on a map or 
indicating directions to the library.
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Connection to Grade Level 
Content – Assessment Task

• Keep assessment tasks simple
• Be aware of when to modify Sample Assessment Tasks

– Grade 8 AGLI: identify congruent shapes and/or 
angles (31104)

– Sample Assessment Task (SAT31104D): The student 
will identify congruent shapes and/or angles by 
sorting a variety of examples into two categories, 
congruent and not congruent.

– Verifying evidence must show sorting of shapes 
and/or angles into two different categories, not 
selecting or circling the shape and/or angle that is 
congruent to a given shape and/or angle
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Connection to Grade Level 
Content – Verifying Evidence 

KEY QUESTION:
Does the verifying 

evidence show what
the assessment 
task outlined as

the student action?

Task 
connects to AGLI

AGLI chosen 
from Grade Level

Verifying 
Evidence 

connects to Task
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Connection to Grade Level 
Content – Verifying Evidence

• Remember to assess the vocabulary from the AGLI and the 
assessment task
– Grade 7 AGLI: identify story elements (e.g., character, 

plot, setting, etc.) (32107) 
– Sample Assessment Task (SAT32107): The student will 

identify story elements by responding to questions about 
a story read aloud. 

– Verifying evidence 
• Student work products with answers to “wh” 

questions (literal questions) *No for VE 
connects to task

– VE must show student answering questions about 
character, plot, setting, etc.
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Connection to Grade Level 
Content – Verifying Evidence

• Remember to assess the vocabulary from the AGLI and the 
assessment task
– High School AGLI: convey answers to literal questions about 

explicit text (e.g., “who”, “what”, “where”, “when”, and/or 
“how’) (21110) 

– Assessment task: The student will answer who, what, or 
where questions about explicit texts and place them on a 
graphic organizer in the appropriate boxes.

– Verifying evidence 
• Shows the who, what, or where questions answered by 

the student but not the graphic organizer *No for VE 
connects to task

– VE must show answers to “wh” questions and who, 
what, or where answers placed on the graphic organizer
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AGLIs page 
Important 
Note – 
Translate an 
Expression
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AGLIs page 
Important 
Note – 
Solve an 
Expression 
or Equation



55

I have a…student with severe cognitive 
disabilities…I used the AGLI of recognizing 
the days of the week. I don't think anyone 
expected her to be able to recognize written 
words. Wrong! She enthusiastically tried and 
before testing was over she could choose the 
day of the week when given three choices. 
Later, after testing, I wondered if she had 
retained this information and gave her two 
word cards, Tuesday and Thursday, and 
asked her to pick out one of them—she did 
so without hesitation!!

-Teacher who administered 2009-10 NYSAA
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Data Collection Sheets 
(pages 18-21)

Data Collection Sheets submitted as evidence
• may be for one or two of the three dates on the Data 

Summary Sheet,
• must include a minimum of three dates of student 

performance,
• must include only the data transcribed from the last 

(most recent) date(s) of student performance, 
• must be completed in full, 
• require submission of another type of verifying 

evidence for the date(s) transcribed to the Data 
Summary Sheet. Evidence accompanying a Data 
Collection Sheet is called supporting evidence (see 
page 20-21).
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(HS only)
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(HS only)



59

(HS only)
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(HS only)
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Observer Name 
and Observer 
Signature need to 
match

Date of 
Student 
Performance 
and Date 
observer 
signs need to 
match
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Final Do’s and Don’ts

• Double check ALL transcriptions
• Make sure the Levels of Accuracy and Levels 

of Independence are calculated correctly
• Confirm the seven required elements are 

recorded on DSS, VE, and supporting 
evidence

• Verifying evidence is required for any two of 
the three dates of student performance

• Supporting evidence must be included when 
submitting a Data Collection Sheet

• Data Collection Sheets must be completed in 
full
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Final Do’s and Don’ts (cont’d)

• Do not omit or skip components—use the 
Table of Contents to organize

• Confirm grade assessed and only use AGLIs 
from that grade

• Datafolios must be submitted by close of 
business on February 11, 2011
– No further work, changes, additions, etc. can be 

done after the last day of the administration period
• Never use correction fluid, white-out, black-out 

or submit photocopies (in part or in whole)
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NYSAA 
Checklists
Things to Remember

Collegial Reviews

Administration Manual,

Appendix F
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“Just raise your expectations for each child and 
they will rise to meet you. If you don't expect 
them to perform, they won't.”

“Students rose to the challenge of their tasks.”

“I have high expectations of all of my students. I 
am very proud of the work they are able to 
accomplish and enjoy being able to see them 
progress and/or maintain skills.”

-Teachers who administered 2009-10 NYSAA
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