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Administration Training:
Updates and Review for All Teachers

Office of Assessment Policy, Development and Administration

2012-13 New York State 
Alternate Assessment 

Purpose of
Administration Training
• Provides an overview of the NYSAA 

administration process and prepares teachers to 
plan, administer, assemble, and submit student 
datafolios for scoring.

• All teachers must review the 2012-13 
Administration Manual (September 2012).
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NYSAA 
Administration Period

• Administration begins on October 1, 2012

• Administration ends on February 8, 2013

• All datafolios must be completed and 
turned in to building administrators by 
February 8, 2013

• No further work, edits, additions, changes, etc. 
can be done to a datafolio after February 8th
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Administration Overview

IEP

Date of 
Birth

Grade 
Assessed

Test Blueprints
Content Areas
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Administration Overview (cont’d)

Test Blueprints

Content Areas

Required Component 1

(Choice Component 1 or 2)

First AGLI

Assessment Task

Verifying 
Evidence 1

for Task

Verifying 
Evidence 2

for Task

Required Component  2

(Choice Component 1 or 2)

Second AGLI

Assessment Task

Verifying 
Evidence 1

for Task

Verifying 
Evidence 2

for Task
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Administration Overview (cont’d)
• Conduct the task on at least three separate 

dates during the administration period

• Record the student’s performance data (Level of 
Accuracy and Level of Independence) for last
three dates of performance on the Data 
Summary Sheet

• Complete one Data Summary Sheet for each 
Required Component (refer to document titles)

• Collect verifying evidence of assessment task 
for any two of the last three dates documented 
on the Data Summary Sheet
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Testing Accommodations

• The Department is required to report on the 
use of testing accommodations to the US 
Department of Education

• Record the content-specific testing 
accommodations on page 2 of the Student 
Page in the space provided

• Refer to pages 23-24 of the NYSAA 
Administration Manual (September 2012) and 
the OSE website for information about testing 
accommodations
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NYSAA
Testing 
Accommodations
on page 2 of NYSAA 
Student Page
Administration Manual,
Appendix D
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Measured Progress ProFileTM

Information – Appendix A

• Available to teachers statewide

• Online during the Administration Period

– Taken off-line February 8, 2013 at 6:00 pm

– Teachers will be unable to access datafolio 
documents after the close of administration

• Includes all required NYSAA documents and 
eliminates the need for transcription of 
information across multiple documents

• Compatible with IBM or PC and Mac platforms
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NYSAA Scoring Dimensions

• Connection to Grade-Level Content

• AGLI selected from grade level,

• Task connects to AGLI, and

• Verifying evidence connects to Task

• Performance

• Accuracy – the number of correct responses

• Independence – the number of steps/items that did 
not require prompts or cues
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Connection to
Grade-Level Content

The Connection to Grade-Level Content 
is a progression with three parts:

1. AGLI selected from grade level 

2. Task connects to AGLI

3. Verifying evidence connects to Task
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Connection to
Grade-Level 
Content
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Verifying 
evidence 
connects 
to Task

Task 
connects to 

AGLI

AGLI selected 
from grade level
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AGLIs 
page:

Important 
note about 
using 
vocabulary 
from AGLIs

15

AGLIs 
page:

Important 
Notes 

Grade 8 
specific AGLIs
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Connection to Grade-Level Content 
– Assessment Task 

• Assessment task describes how the 
student is going to demonstrate the AGLI

• Three Options:
• Choose one directly from the Frameworks,

• Modify one from the Frameworks, or

• Write an original assessment task: use the 
verb or verb phrase and direct object from 
the AGLI when developing an original 
assessment task 
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Example of No Connection –
Task to AGLI – Lost intent of AGLI

• Grade 6 Mathematics AGLI 11107 “recognize 
that 50% represents the same amount as ½ of 
the whole”

• Assessment task as written on DSS: The 
student will recognize that 50% represents the 
same amount as ½ of the whole by placing a 
dot on items that are ½ or 50%. 

• Does the assessment task connect to the 
AGLI? NO
• AGLI is about understanding that 50% is the same 

amount as ½ 
18
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Example of No Connection –
Task to AGLI – Modification too 
specific

• Grade 5 Mathematics AGLI 13204 “add, 
subtract, multiply, and/or divide whole 
numbers using two or more strategies”

• Assessment task as written on DSS: The 
student will add and subtract whole numbers 
using a number line. 

• Does the assessment task connect to the 
AGLI? No
• AGLI indicates using two or more strategies and 

the task does not reflect this
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Example of No Connection – Task to 
AGLI – Plural Component

• Grade 3 ELA AGLI 32202 “answer questions of 
who, what, where, when, how and/or why about 
texts read aloud”

• Assessment task as written on DSS: The student 
will answer who, what, where, when, how, and/or 
why questions about a text read aloud. 

• Does the assessment task connect to the AGLI? 
No
• AGLI indicates “texts” as plural and the task has 

“text” as singular 
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AGLI Details – Plurals and AND, OR, and 
AND/OR Statements (Page 11)

If the AGLI contains… Then the teacher…
plural Must also reflect the plural component in 

the assessment task

“s” in parentheses

(e.g., text(s))

Has the option of having the assessment 
task specifics be singular or plural, 
depending on what is appropriate given 
the student’s knowledge, skills, and 
understanding

AND Must include all parts of the AGLI in the 
assessment task 

OR May choose one of the two or more 
elements most appropriate for the student 

AND/OR May choose to include all the elements 
from the AGLI or choose one of the more 
appropriate parts of the AGLI for the 
student 
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Connection to Grade-Level Content 
– Assessment Task 

• How the student will communicate or 
demonstrate his or her responses for the 
assessment should not be included in the 
assessment task as what is being measured
• It should go after the verb or at the end of the 

assessment task 

• Assessment task: Joe will identify which 
numbers are prime numbers on a number line 
from 1 to 10 by pointing to the prime numbers.
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Connection to Grade-Level Content 
– Verifying Evidence to Task

• Key Questions to ensure clear 
connections:

• Does the verifying evidence show 
what the assessment task outlined 
as the student action?

• Does the verifying evidence 
include the vocabulary from the 
assessment task?

23

Connection to Grade-Level Content 
– Verifying Evidence to Task

• Assessment task has an AND statement

• Grade 6 ELA AGLI 12101 “select and attend to 
or read literature”

• Sample Assessment Task (SAT12101): The 
student will select and attend to or read 
literature by first making a selection and then 
attending or reading the selected literature.

• Verifying evidence must show student 
performance percentages based on both 
“selecting” and “attending”
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Connection to Grade-Level Content 
– Verifying Evidence to Task
• Assessment task has a plural statement

• Grade 3 ELA AGLI 12203 “answer questions about 
texts read or read aloud by others”

• Assessment Task: The student will answer 
questions about texts read or read aloud by others.

• Verifying evidence 

• Shows multiple questions but they were only 
about one text *No for VE connects to task 

• VE must demonstrate that multiple texts were 
used to answer the questions but they were on 
about one text
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Connection to Grade-Level Content –
Verifying Evidence
• Remember to use the vocabulary from the AGLI and the 

assessment task
• Grade 4 Science AGLI 12101 “recognize scientific 

tool(s) used in a simple investigation”
• Assessment task: The student will recognize scientific 

tool(s) by indicating the tool appropriate for the given 
scientific investigation.

• Verifying evidence 

• Shows a collection of scientific tools and classroom 
tools with no indication of a scientific investigation 
*No for VE connects to task

• VE must indicate a scientific investigation that the 
scientific tool(s) are used for 
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Connection to Grade-Level Content 
– Verifying Evidence

• Remember to use the vocabulary from the AGLI 
and the assessment task (cont’d.)
• Grade 7 ELA AGLI 11109 “identify main 

idea(s) in informational text(s)”
• Assessment task: The student will identify the 

main idea in an informational text.
• Verifying evidence questions or directive

• “What is the main idea of this text?”

• “Point to the main idea from the 
informational text that we read.”
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Three Common Errors

#1
• Not modifying a Sample 

Assessment Task from the 
Frameworks

• Assessment task indicated a specific 
student action that was then not 
evident in the verifying evidence
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Three Common Errors (cont’d)

#2
• Verifying evidence that does not connect 

to the assessment task due to a 
contradiction in directions and/or student 
action on worksheet

• Most prevalent when pre-printed 
worksheets are used
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Three Common Errors (cont’d)

#3
• Problems with calculation of student 

performance data

• Specifically, Level of Independence where 
a notation would be helpful

30



2012-13 NYSAA Admin Training, DVD 
Segment 2 - Updates and Review for All 
Teachers 16

31

Issues: AGLI and assessment task on DSS are different 
from VE label. Task on VE label doesn’t align with the 
student work.

Issue: Level of Accuracy from DCS is not transcribed 
accurately to DSS, adjustment was made at scoring
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Issue: Preprinted worksheet does not meet the intent 
of the AGLI and task. (…cause of an event…) 

33

Issue: Preprinted worksheet does not meet the intent 
of the AGLI and task. (…collect fact or idea about a 
single topic.) 
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Connection to
Grade-Level 
Content

36

Verifying 
evidence 
connects 
to Task

Task 
connects to 

AGLI

AGLI selected 
from grade level
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Issue: Directions seem to contradict the assessment 
task.

Notations on Verifying Evidence
• A notation should clarify for an outside person 

any information about:
• the task, (i.e., how it took place, materials used, 

choices presented, etc.), 

• the verifying evidence itself, or 

• how the performance data were calculated. 

• If a teacher feels that the verifying evidence or its 
scoring needs an explanation, include a short 
notation on the verifying evidence. This should 
be written directly on the piece of evidence. 

Pages 15 and 16 of the NYSAA Administration Manual 
(September 2012)
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Student Performance Percentage-
Teacher Rubric
• High School, Required Component: Writing

• AGLI 21207 – compose clear sentences to answer 
literal questions or to present information about 
explicit informational text

• Assessment task-modified SAT21207: The student 
will record clear sentences to present information 
about informational text.

0 clear 
sentences

1-2 clear 
sentences

3-4 clear 
sentences

5-6 clear 
sentences

7-8 clear 
sentences

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%
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Example – Template 
Chianne’s HS ELA 

(DSS)
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Example – Template 
Chianne’s HS ELA 

(VE)
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Mathematics 
Example –
Template (VE)
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ELA Example –
Template (VE)
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ELA Example –
Template (VE)
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ELA Example 
– Not a 
Template (VE)

47
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Recap – Common Errors

• Verifying evidence must show the 
assessment task indicated as student 
action

• Notations help make a piece of verifying 
evidence clear to an outside person

• Double check all calculations of Levels of 
Accuracy and Levels of Independence

• Collegial Review is required and is a very 
beneficial part of the NYSAA process
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Data Collection Sheets
• Further information in the Administration Manual Step 6 

(pages 19 and 20)

• Three different types provided in Appendix D

• Multi-step Data Collection Sheet

• Typically used for assessment tasks that can be 
analyzed and broken into specific steps

• Time-segment Data Collection Sheet

• Typically used for assessment tasks that involve 
student performance over a period of time

• Discrete Trial Data Collection Sheet

• Typically used with an Applied Behavior Analysis 
program

• Another typical use is for assessment tasks that can be 
analyzed and broken down into specific skills or 
subskills 50



2012-13 NYSAA Admin Training, DVD 
Segment 2 - Updates and Review for All 
Teachers 26

51

52



2012-13 NYSAA Admin Training, DVD 
Segment 2 - Updates and Review for All 
Teachers 27

53

54



2012-13 NYSAA Admin Training, DVD 
Segment 2 - Updates and Review for All 
Teachers 28

55

Date of 
Student 
Performance 
and Date 
observer signs 
need to match

Observer 
Name and 
Observer 
Signature 
need to match

Final Do’s and Don’ts

• Double check ALL transcriptions

• Make sure the Level of Accuracy and Level of 
Independence are calculated correctly

• Confirm that the seven required elements are 
recorded on DSS, VE, and supporting evidence

• Verifying evidence is required for any two of the 
three dates of student performance

• Supporting evidence must be included when 
submitting a Data Collection Sheet

• Data Collection Sheets must be completed in full
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Final Do’s and Don’ts (cont’d)

• Do not omit or skip components—use the Table of 
Contents to organize

• Confirm grade assessed and use only AGLIs and 
Sample Assessment Tasks from that grade

• Datafolios must be submitted by close of business 
on February 8, 2013
• No further work, changes, additions, etc. can be 

done after the last day of the administration period

• Never make teacher erasures, use correction fluid, 
white-out, black-out, or submit photocopies (in part 
or in whole)

57
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NYSAA
Checklists

Things to Remember
Collegial Reviews
Administration 
Manual,
Appendix F
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NYSAA
Steps Chart

Administration 
Manual, Page 7

59

Connection to
Grade-Level 

Content

60

Verifying 
evidence 
connects 
to Task

Task 
connects to 

AGLI

AGLI selected 
from grade level



2012-13 NYSAA Admin Training, DVD 
Segment 2 - Updates and Review for All 
Teachers 31

Collegial Review

• Teachers are required to participate in Collegial Reviews 
of NYSAA student datafolios during the administration 
period.

• At least one Collegial Review must be conducted on 
each datafolio.

• Record the month in which the last Collegial Review was 
conducted on the bottom of page 1 of the Student Page.

61

NYSAA
Datafolio
Table of 
Contents
Appendix D
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Ordering Datafolio Documents

1. ELA
– 1st Required Component AGLI
– 2nd Required Component AGLI

2. Mathematics
– 1st Required Component AGLI
– 2nd Required Component AGLI

3. Science, if applicable
– 1st Required Component AGLI
– 2nd Required Component AGLI

4. Social Studies, HS only
– 1st Required Component AGLI
– 2nd Required Component AGLI
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NYSAA 
Administration Period

• Administration begins on October 1, 2012

• Administration ends on February 8, 2013

• All datafolios must be completed and 
turned in to building administrators by 
February 8, 2013

• No further work, edits, additions, changes, 
etc. can be done to a datafolio after 
February 8th
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Testing Accommodations

• The Department is required to report on the 
use of testing accommodations to the US 
Department of Education

• Record the content-specific testing 
accommodations on page 2 of the Student 
Page in the space provided

• Refer to pages 23 and 24 of the NYSAA 
Administration Manual (September 2011) and 
the OSE website for information about testing 
accommodations
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Support During Administration

• Alternate Assessment Training Network 
(AATN) Specialist – contact information will be 
provided during today’s program

• Regional Lead Trainers (RLTs) – contact 
information is provided in the Administration 
Manual

• Colleagues – both general education and 
special education teachers

• Administrators
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On-Line Teacher Survey

67

Aligning NYSAA to CCSS

68

• The Department is working to align all state 
testing programs to the Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS)

• New assessment beginning with the 2013-14 
NYSAA administration

• Information will be available on the Department’s 
website

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/common_core_st
andards/


