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Important Dates to Remember 
 

9/15/2016  Kite client 3.0 ready for installation 
12/27/2016  Recommended deadline to complete 

enrollment/user/roster uploads for 
participation in spring assessment 

01/13/2017  Recommended deadline to complete First 
Contact and access profile for participation 
in spring assessment 

02/21/2017  Final date for Braille marked in First 
Contact Survey 

03/20/2017  Spring assessment window opens 
06/02/2017  Spring Assessment window closes 

 
  

1 
 



New York 
State 

Alternate 
Assessment 

(NYSAA) 

2016-17 
AATN Additional Training Materials 

 
English Language Arts (ELA) 

Mathematics 
 

Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) 
 

 
Blueprints 
The following is an example of a New York specific blueprint for ELA.  It shows the 
major claims and conceptual areas for ELA.  You can use the blueprints to help you 
prioritize your instruction from year-to-year and to provide context on how the DLM 
system works.  Additional information on the blueprints and d Essential Elements can 
be found at http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/Blueprint_ELA_NY.pdf 
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DLM Professional Development 
 
Please visit http://dlmpd.com/ for additional resources to learn more about the Dynamic 
Learning MapsTM system and assessments. 
 
The site was developed to provide professional development for educators. It focuses 
on teaching and learning in the areas of English language arts and mathematics, while 
also providing information regarding components of the Dynamic Learning MapsTM 
System. 
 
The site contains training and informational modules in two formats: self-directed for 
individuals and facilitated materials to be presented to groups.  
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Age-Range Chart 
 
All NYSAA-eligible students are required to be tested.  Eligible high school students 
must be entered into Educator Portal in grade 9.  Please refer the age range chart 
below or visit http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/nysaa/2016-17/agerange-
nysaa17.pdf  to determine eligibility. 
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Security Agreement 
 
Each school year, test administrators must electronically agree to the DLM security 
agreement. This electronic agreement is accessed in Educator Portal where test 
administrators manage student data. Test administrators must read the security 
agreement and change the default setting from “not agree” to “I have read this security 
agreement and agree to follow the standards.”  Then the test administrator must type in 
his/her name and click “save.”  Each test administrator must follow each of the steps 
prior to administering an operational assessment.  The security agreement needs must 
be completed in order to work in the Educator Portal (EP) system.  This is what the 
security agreement looks like: 
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Accessibility Supports 
 
Please refer to the New York specific guidance regarding accessibility supports and 
testing accommodations at:  http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/nysaa/. 
 
Braille: 
 
If a student requires braille, please select braille in the student’s Access Profile and first 
contact survey located in Educator Portal.  Braille should not be selected for emerging 
braille readers. Braille should only be selected if the student is proficient enough in 
braille to demonstrate his/her knowledge, skills, and understanding of the Essential 
Elements in the DLM alternate assessment by independently reading braille. 
Additionally, braille is only available at the upper linkage levels. 
 
Where braille testlets are not provided, test administrators will use other approaches to 
deliver assessments to students who are blind or have visual impairments. For more 
information, see the Braille Fact Sheet available on the Educator Resource Page at:  
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/content/erp_ye. 
 
 
Contact NYSED at 518-474-5900 or send an email to EMSCASSESSINFO@nysed.gov 
if you need Braille assistance. 
 
Please be advised that the final date to select braille and contact NYSED regarding 
braille is 02/21/17. 
 
Language Translation: 
 
Unless exceptions are noted on the Testlet Information Page (TIP) or at the beginning 
of a test section, the text can be translated and the students’ answers accepted in 
English or their own native language. The school is responsible for the translation 
process and procedure for the DLM assessments. 
 
Specific guidance about language translation can be found at:  
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/nysaa/2016-17/dlm-translations.pdf. 
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First Contact Survey 
 
The First Contact survey is used to recommend the best linkage level for the first testlet 
each student receives when completing DLM alternate assessments.   
 
 

 
 
The deadline to complete the First Contact and Access Profile for participation in the 
spring assessment is 01/13/2017.  For additional information and troubleshooting in 
regard to completing the first contact survey and access profile, please visit:  
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/Educator_Portal_User_Guide_2016-
17_0.pdf. 
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Student Usernames/Passwords 
 
Educators view student usernames and passwords in Educator Portal. Students must 
have a username and password to access KITE Client and to take the DLM alternate 
assessment.   
 
The student’s user name and password are the same for all DLM alternate 
assessments for the current testing year. If the student participated in the instructionally 
embedded assessment, the student will use the same credentials for the spring 
assessments 
 
To view student usernames and passwords, follow these steps: 
1. Click Manage Tests. 

 
 
2. Click Test Management. 
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3. Select the following options in these fields: 
 
 As s e s sme nt P rogra m: Dyna mic Le a rning Ma ps 
 Te s ting P rogra m: S umma tive 
 Dis trict: your dis trict 
 S chool: your s chool 
 
4. Leave other fields blank. 
 
5. Click Search. A list of test sessions will display. 
 
6. Click the PDF icon next to the name of the test for which you wish to view a student 
username and password 
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7. Click Open with; choose Adobe Acrobat. 

 
 
 
8. Click OK. 
 
9. View the student username and password. 
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For additional information and troubleshooting in regard to retrieving student usernames 
and passwords, please visit:  
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/Educator_Portal_User_Guide_2016-
17_0.pdf. 
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Accessing the TIP 
 
The Testlet Information Page (TIP) may be found in different locations depending on 
which testing phase the testlet is from. 
 
The testlet is part of: Retrieve the TIP by: 
Spring test Using the procedure described below to 

retrieve the TIP after each testlet is 
assigned and before you begin testing. 

The Instructional Tools Interface (ITI) Referring to the section Confirm an 
Instructional Plan on page 65. 

 
1. Click Manage Tests. 

 
 
2. Click Test Management. 
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3. Complete the following required fields: 
 As s e s sme nt P rogra m: Dyna mic Le a rning Ma ps 
 Te s ting P rogra m: S umma tive 
 S chool: your s chool 
 
4. Complete these optional fields: 
 S ubje ct 
 Grade 
 
5. Click Search. A list of test sessions display. 
 
6. Click the desired Test Session Name 
 

 
 
7. Click the PDF in the Test Information column to view or open the TIP. 
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8. Click Open with; choose Adobe Acrobat. 
 
 

 
 
9. Click OK. 
 
10. View the TIP. 
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Test Completion 
 
Please note that test administrators will not receive notification when all of the testlets 
for a subject have been completed.  Test Administrators should keep a chart tallying the 
number of testlets students have completed and compare with expected number 
completed as found in TAM (see chart below).  District Test Coordinators must run an 
Extract Report to determine that all testing for each subject has been completed.  
Please visit: CBTSupport@nysed.gov for additional information. 
 
 
NUMBER OF TESTLETS FOR SPRING ASSESSMENT 
Grade Math Testlets ELA Testlets 
3 6 7 
4 7 7 
5 6 7 
6 6 6 
7 6 6 
8 6 6 
9 6 6 
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Field Testing 
 
Once all required spring assessments are complete, a single field testlet in ELA and 
mathematics becomes available. The field testlets are delivered in one complete batch 
rather than one testlet at a time like the required spring assessments and are coded 
with the letter “R.” The number of field tests varies from one to zero in ELA and math. 
The field testlets are assigned at the same or lower linkage level as the final operational 
testlet that the student completed during the spring assessment. Test administrators 
can expect each field testlet to take the same approximate length of time to administer 
as an operational testlet. Test administrators are strongly encouraged to deliver the field 
testlets, which help build a larger operational bank of available testlets.  Please see the 
chart below for the amount of testlets delivered per grade level.  After you have 
completed the required testlets, please go back in to educator portal to see if a field 
testlet has become available just as you would for an operational assessment. 
 
*Remember- after you have completed the required testlets, please go back in to 
educator portal to see if a field testlet has become available just as you would for 
an operational assessment. 
 
Please NOTE:  If a field testlet has been delivered, the Extract Report that the Test 
Coordinators runs will show that testing is not completed and that there is additional 
testlet required. 
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Writing Testlets 
 
There are two types of writing testlets: 

• Emergent writing testlets are used for students who do not yet have or are 
working on early symbolic understanding. 

• Conventional writing testlets are used for students who have symbolic 
understanding and can use writing tools to communicate.  

 
The DLM system uses prior information about the student, including the First Contact 
survey responses, to determine which type of writing testlet the student should receive. 
 
The DLM alternate assessment writing testlets are designed to measure student ability 
between two and six EEs. The Initial and Distal Precursor levels are combined in an 
emergent writing testlet. The Proximal Precursor, Target, and Successor levels are 
combined in a conventional writing testlet. Emergent and conventional writing testlets 
are available for every grade.  
 
In both types of writing testlets, students use the orthography-based tools that they use 
for writing in everyday instruction. Many students taking DLM alternate assessments will 
need the support of a test administrator to assist them in accessing a writing tool. The 
tools must offer students access to all 26 letters of the alphabet. The following writing 
tools are always allowable for use in writing testlets: 

• pens or pencils 
• white boards 
• traditional keyboards using word processing software 
• adapted keyboards that include all 26 letters of the alphabet 
• tablet computer keyboards using word processing software 
• any keyboard using word-prediction software 
• alternate pencils, including alphabet flip charts, talking word processors, eye-

gaze displays of letters, and letter-by-letter dictation of any sort 
• a test administrator acting as a scribe, provided that the student is dictating 

letters in order to construct words. 
 
The DLM writing testlets assess a student’s ability to communicate using writing and the 
precursor skills that lead to writing. Because these skills focus on understanding letters, 
words, and the expression of ideas through words, picture or word selection is not an 
appropriate method of composing text for the DLM alternate assessment writing testlets.  
When the testlet response options refer to “writing” or “the student wrote,” this can 
include any method the student uses for writing. 
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During both types of writing testlets, the test administrator and the student participate in 
an engagement activity related to choosing a topic about which to write. In emergent 
writing testlets, students often choose from a list of topics that they have been exposed 
to during instruction. Students taking conventional writing testlets also write about 
familiar topics. The KITE system does not pre-select topics for writing assessments. If 
able, the student should independently select a subject on which to write. The subject 
should focus on an informational topic that is relevant to instruction and familiar to the 
student. 
In writing testlets, the test administrator delivers a structured writing activity to the 
student. The test administrator follows a series of onscreen instructions that guide the 
activity. The activity assesses the student’s abilities to use writing to communicate about 
information at an appropriate level given the student’s symbolic understanding. 
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The test administrator is given prompts to ask the student to engage in writing tasks. 
The test administrator answers questions in KITE Client to evaluate the student’s 
response after each prompt. 

 
*The student’s writing product must be kept on file at the district for a period of 
one year following test administration.  
 
For more information on administering writing testlets, please visit:  
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/content/erp/videos#WritingTestletVideo 
 
For additional professional development on emergent and conventional writing 
instruction please visit the modules associated with writing found at: 
http://dlmpd.com/. 
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