
 

 

 

 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 
  

 
 

 

  
  

 
 

  
  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

THE STAATE EDUCATION DDEPARTMENT / THHE UNIVERSITY OF F THE STATE OF NEEW YORK / ALBANYY, NY 12234  

Deputy Coommissioner Tel: (518)474-5915 
Office of Instructional Suppoort Fax: (518)486-2233 
89 Washington Avenue – Ro om 875 EBA 
Albany, NNew York 12234 

Februarry 2017 

TO: District Superintendents 
Superintendentss of Schoolss 
Direcctors of Speecial Educattion 
School Administtrators of P ublic Schoools 
School Administtrators of N onpublic Scchools 
School Administtrators of C harter Schoools 
Chairrpersons of Committeees on Speccial Educatioon 

FROM: Angélica Infantee-Green 

SUBJECCT:  Accesssibility Suupports forr Students with Seveere Cognittive Disabiilities 
Testeed on the NNew York SState Alternnate Assesssment (NYSSAA) in Ennglish  
Languuage Arts aand in Mathhematics  

This meemorandumm provides guidance rregarding thhe selection and use of accessiibility 
supportss that are currently aavailable aas part of tthe Dynammic Learninng Maps (DDLM) 
assessmment systemm to students with seevere cogn itive disabiilities. Durinng the 2015-16 
school yyear, the New York State Educaation Deparrtment (NYSED) introdduced the DLM 
computeer-based teesting progrram for admministering the NYSAAA in Englishh languagee arts 
(ELA) aand mathemmatics. For the 2016--17 school year, durinng the testt administration 
window, March 20, 2017 to Juune 2, 20177, special eeducation teeachers willl administeer the 
NYSAA in ELA andd in mathemmatics to eliigible studeents with seevere cognitive disabilities. 

The DLMM system pprovides acccessibility supports thhat allow NNYSAA-eligible studennts to 
meaninggfully particcipate in thhe NYSAA in ELA an d mathemaatics. Theese accessiibility 
supportss enable addministratorrs and teacchers to cuustomize thee NYSAA aassessmennts to 
meet the individuaal needs oof eligible sstudents. DDLM’s asseessment syystem provvides 
many acccessibility supports, the use of any of wh ich must b be selected by the teaacher 
prior too testing. Studentts with diisabilities should bee accustomedm to uusing 
accommmodations prior to thhe adminisstration of a State assessmennt. A student’s 
individuaalized education pprogram (IEP) musst clearly documennt all testing 
accommmodations, including aaccessibilityy supports that will bee provided to the stuudent 
when paarticipating in the NYSSAA. A lisst of these accessibilitty supportss is includeed on 
page 3 oof this memmorandum. 
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To select accessibility supports that are most appropriate for each student, educators 
must first familiarize themselves with the full scope of supports that are available in the 
DLM assessment system. The accessibility supports that are available with the DLM 
system may be viewed by special education teachers in conjunction with the practice 
tests. Information regarding accessing practice tests by using the DLM KITE Client 
system is available on pages 3-6 of the Guide to Practice Activities & Released Testlets. 

Educators should work with their Committees on Special Education (CSEs) to ensure 
that all testing accommodations and accessibility supports are documented on a 
student’s IEP. Documenting accessibility supports as testing accommodations on a 
student’s IEP promotes appropriate, consistent implementation during testing, and clear 
communication between teachers and parents.  The DLM Accessibility Manual and the 
DLM Test Administration Manual provide further information about accessibility 
supports. Both manuals are available at: http://www.dynamiclearningmaps.org/newyork. 

Information regarding testing accommodations for students with disabilities, including 
students with disabilities who are taking the NYSAA, is available at: 
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/accommodations/testingaccomell-16.pdf. 

For more information regarding the NYSAA, please visit the NYSED Office of State 
Assessment web page at: http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/nysaa/. 

Questions regarding this memorandum may be directed to the Office of State 
Assessment at 518-474-5902 or emscassessinfo@nysed.gov. 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 
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Accessibility Supports of the DLM Assessment System 

Category 1: Supports Provided in Kite Client 
Via Access Profile 

Category 2: Supports Requiring Additional 
Tools/Materials 

Category 3: Supports Provided Outside the 
System 

 Magnification: Educators can choose between a 
magnification of 2x, 3x, 4x, or 5x. Scrolling may be 
required when the level of magnification is 
increased because the entire item will no longer be 
visible on the screen. 

 Invert Color Choice: Makes the background color 
black and the font white. 

 Color Contrast: Allows educators to choose from 
color schemes for the background and font. The 
background and font color options are a white 
background with green font, a white background 
with red font, a black background with gray font, 
or a black background with yellow font. 

 Overlay Color: The background color of the 
assessment. The default color is white. Educators 
may select from the alternate colors of blue, green, 
pink, gray, and yellow. 

 Spoken Audio: Synthetic spoken audio (read 
aloud with highlighting) is read from left to right 
and top to bottom. There are three preferences for 
spoken audio: text only, text and graphics, and 
nonvisual. 

 Uncontracted Braille: Braille should be selected 
only if the student is proficient in reading braille 
materials. It must be selected prior to the 
opening of the spring assessment window. 

 Single‐Switch System: This support is activated 
by using a switch and switch interface that 
emulates the enter key in the keyboard. 
Educators can enter this setting in the Access 
Profile. 

 Two‐Switch System: Two switches and a switch 
interface are used to emulate the Tab key to move 
between choices and the Enter key to select the 
choice when highlighted. Does not require 
activation in the Access Profile. 

 Individualized Manipulatives: Students may use 
familiar manipulatives. 

 Calculator: Permitted on mathematics testlets 
unless otherwise noted on the Testlet Information 
Page (TIP). 

 Alternate Form‐Visual Impairment: Should be 
selected when a student does not read braille but 
is blind or has a visual impairment that prevents 
interaction with the onscreen content. 

 Human Read Aloud: Test Administrators may 
read the assessment aloud to students. 

 Sign Interpretation of Text: Test administrators 
may sign the content to students, using American 
Sign Language (ASL), Exact English, or 
personalized sign systems. 

 Language Translation of Text: Test 
administrators may translate the text for students 
who are English language learners or who 
respond best to a language other than English. 

 Entering Responses for Student: Test 
Administrators can enter responses for students 
that are physically unable to input their answer 
choices. 

 Partner –Assisted Scanning (PAS): A strategy in 
which test administrators assist students with 
scanning or going through, students’ response 
options. 
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