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2012-13 New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Test

The New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Test (NYSESLAT) is
designed to annually assess the English proficiency of all English language learners
enrolled in Grades K-12 in New York State schools. The exam gives the State and
schools important information about the English language development of English
language learners (ELLs), and is part of the State’s compliance with federal laws that
mandate the annual assessing and tracking of English proficiency of English language
learners.

To align this assessment with the Common Core Learning Standards (CCLS) which were
adopted by the Board of Regents in January 2011, NYSED will utilize a two-phase process.
In Phase One, NYSED made revisions to the NYSESLAT that will be administered in 2013
and 2014 guided both by CCLS and feedback from the field. Specifically, a NYSESLAT
Test Specification Review meeting was held in April 2011 to obtain guidance from New
York State educators in three areas: 1) changes to existing question types and the creation
of new question types to make the NYSESLAT more aligned with the CCLS; 2) changes to
question types to accommodate rebanding in the lower grades; and 3) other changes that
would improve the administration and/or the effectiveness of the NYSESLAT. Regarding
this second area of change, the NYSESLAT has been expanded from five grade bands to
six and there are now separate forms for Kindergarten, Grades 1 and 2, and Grades 3 and 4.

In the spring of 2012, new question types were field tested using the new grade bands.
Results from outreach to the field and subsequent field-testing have demonstrated that the
structure and format of the 2013 NYSESLAT does not require significant changes. The
NYSESLAT that will be administered in 2013 and 2014 will continue to be mapped to the
existing English as a Second Language (ESL) Standards. However, the test will feature
greater emphasis on academic and classroom contexts and new items that address the
Common Core shift to reading for information. It is important to remember that the
NYSESLAT is not designed to test students’ knowledge of content, but rather their abilities
to use and understand the language that supports content.

In Phase Two, additional revisions will be made to the NYSESLAT to ensure that the
linguistic demands of the CCLS, articulated in the Bilingual Common Core Progressions,
are addressed. It is anticipated that the first administration of the new NYSESLAT will occur
in Spring 2015.
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