
 
 
 
 
 
 

K–1 Writing  
Scoring  

Exercises 
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Grades K–1 Writing Samples 
 
Writing Prompt: Sentence Copying 
 
Directions: Read the sentence silently as I read it aloud. Then copy 
the sentence on the lines. 
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Sample A 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 
Sample B 

 
 

Score: 
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Sample C 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 
Sample D 

 
 

Score: 
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Sample E 

 
 

Score: 
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Writing Prompt: Letter Writing 
 
Directions: You will hear a letter of the alphabet. Write the letter on 
the line. 
 
 

 
Dictated Text: Look at number 3. "H" is the first letter in the word 
have. Write the letter "H." 
 

 
 
Dictated Text: Look at number 4. "S" is the first letter in the word 
sun. Write the letter "S."  
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Sample A 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 
Sample B 

 
 

Score: 
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Sample C 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 
 
Sample D 

 
 

Score: 
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Writing Prompt: Word Writing 
 
Directions: Look at the picture. Listen to the word. Write the word on 
the line. 
 

 
 
Dictated Text: This is a picture of a hat. Write the word "hat" on the 
line.  
 
 

 
 
Dictated Text: This is a picture of a kite. Write the word "kite" on the 
line.  
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Sample A 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 
Sample B 

 
 

Score: 
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Sample C 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 
Sample D 

 
 

Score: 
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Sample E 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 

Sample F 

 
 

Score: 
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Writing Prompt: Sentence Writing  
 
Directions: You will hear a sentence. Write the sentence on the 
line. 
 

 
 
Dictated Text: Listen to this sentence. The boy is happy. Now write 
the sentence on the lines. The—boy—is—happy. The boy is happy. 
 
 

 
 
Dictated Text: Listen to this sentence. Can the car go fast? Now write 
the sentence on the lines. Can—the—car—go—fast? Can the car go 
fast? 
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Sample A 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 
Sample B 

 
 

Score: 
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Sample C 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 
Sample D 

 
 

Score: 
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Sample E 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 
Sample F 

 
 

Score: 
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Writing Prompt: Picture Description 
 

Directions: Look at the picture. Write a story about what is 
happening in the picture. Write as much as you can.  
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Sample A 

 
 

Score: 
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Sample B 

 
 

Score: 
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Sample C 

 
 

Score: 
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2–4 Writing  
Scoring 

Exercises 
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Grades 2–4 Writing Samples 
 
Writing Prompt: Pre-Writing 
 
Directions: Look carefully at the picture. Answer the questions about 
the picture, and be sure to think about who, what, when, where, and 
why. This will help you write a story about the picture later.  
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Sample A 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 
 
Sample B 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 
 
Sample C 

 
 

Score: 
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Sample D 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 
 
Sample E 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 
Sample F 

 
 

Score: 
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Sample G 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 
 
Sample H 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 
 
Sample I 

 
 

Score: 
 

NYSESLAT Training Guide for Scoring Writing

142



Sample J 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 
Sample K 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 
Sample L 

 
 

Score: 
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Sample M 

 

 

Score: 
 

 
 
 
Sample N 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 

 
Sample O 

 
 

Score: 
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Sample P 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 
 
Sample Q 

 
 

Score: 
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Sample R 

 
 

Score: 
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Writing Prompt: Writing 
 
Directions: Look at the picture. Write a story about what you see in 
the picture. Use your ideas from the Pre-Writing questions to add 
details to your story.  
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Sample A 

 
 

Score: 
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Sample B 

 

Score: 
 

 
 
 
Sample C 

 

 

Score: 
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Sample D 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 
 
Sample E 

 
 

Score: 
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Sample F 

 
 

Score: 
 

 

NYSESLAT Training Guide for Scoring Writing

151



 
 
 
 
 
 

5–6 Writing  
Scoring  

Exercises 
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Grades 5–6 Writing Samples 
 
Writing Prompt: Writing 
 
Directions: Look at the picture. Write a story about what you see in 
the picture.  Use your ideas from the Pre-Writing questions to add 
details to your story. Make sure that your story is well organized and 
of sufficient length. 
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Sample A 

 
 

Score: 
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Sample B 

 
 

Score: 
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Sample C 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NYSESLAT Training Guide for Scoring Writing

156



Sample D 

 
 

Score: 
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7–8 Writing  
Scoring  

Exercises 
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Grades 7–8 Writing Samples 
 
Writing Prompt: Pre-Writing 
 
Directions: Look carefully at the pictures. Answer the questions 
about the pictures. This will help you write an essay about the 
pictures later. 
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Sample A 
What things are the same about the activities in the pictures? 
List as many things as you can. 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 

Sample B 
What things are the same about the activities in the pictures? 
List as many things as you can.  

 
 

Score: 
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Sample C 
What things are the same about the activities in the pictures? 
List as many things as you can.  
 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 
 
Sample D 
What things are the same about the activities in the pictures? 
List as many things as you can.  

 

 
 

Score: 
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Sample E 
What things are the same about the activities in the pictures? 
List as many things as you can.  

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 
 
Sample F 
What things are the same about the activities in the pictures? 
List as many things as you can.  

 

 
 

Score: 
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Sample G 
What things are different about the activities in the pictures? 
List as many things as you can.  
 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 
Sample H 
What things are different about the activities in the pictures? 
List as many things as you can.  

 
 

Score: 
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Sample I 
What things are different about the activities in the pictures? 
List as many things as you can.  
 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
Sample J 
What things are different about the activities in the pictures? 
List as many things as you can.  
 

 
 

Score: 
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Sample K 
What things are different about the activities in the pictures? 
List as many things as you can.  
 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 
 
Sample L 
What things are different about the activities in the pictures? 
List as many things as you can.  

 

 
 

Score: 
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Sample M 
Which of the activities in the pictures do you like better? Give 
as many reasons as you can to support your choice. 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 
Sample N 
Which of the activities in the pictures do you like better? Give 
as many reasons as you can to support your choice. 

 
 

Score: 
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Sample O 
Which of the activities in the pictures do you like better? Give 
as many reasons as you can to support your choice. 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 
Sample P 
Which of the activities in the pictures do you like better? Give 
as many reasons as you can to support your choice. 
 

 
 

Score: 
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Writing Prompt: Writing 
 
Directions: There are different things you can do after school. Look 
at the activities in the pictures. How are the activities the same? How 
are the activities different? Which activity do you prefer? Give as 
many reasons as you can. Use your ideas from the Pre-Writing 
questions to help you write your essay. Make sure that your essay is 
well organized and of sufficient length. 
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Sample A 

 

 
 

Score: 
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Sample B 

 
 

Score: 
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Sample C 

 
 

Score: 
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9–12 Writing  
Scoring  

Exercises 
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Grades 9–12 Writing Samples 
 
Writing Prompt: Writing 
 
Directions: There are a variety of activities you can do during class. 
Use the pictures as the basis for an essay. Write a well-organized 
essay of sufficient length. You may use your ideas from the Pre-
Writing questions to help you write.  
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Sample A 
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Sample A (continued) 

 
 

Score: 
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Sample B 
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Sample B (continued) 
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Sample B (continued) 

 
 

Score: 
 

 
 
Sample C 

 
 

Score: 
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Answer Key for Writing Scoring Exercises 
 

Level Prompt Question Sample Score 
1 A 1 
1 B 2 
1 C 0 
2 D 2 

Sentence 
Copying 

2 E 1 
3 A 0 
3 B 2 
4 C 2 

Letter 
Writing 

4 D 0 
5 A 0 
5 B 2 
5 C 1 
6 D 1 
6 E 2 

Word 
Writing 

6 F 1 
7 A 1 
7 B 1 
7 C 2 
8 D 2 
8 E 0 

Dictated 
Sentence 

8 F 1 
9 A 1 
9 B 2 

K–1 

Picture 
Description 

9 C 0 
1 A 1 
1 B 0 
1 C 2 
1 D 0 
1 E 2 
1 F 1 
2 G 0 
2 H 2 
2 I 1 
2 J 1 
2 K 2 
2 L 0 
3 M 1 
3 N 1 

2–4 Pre-Writing 

3 O 0 
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Answer Key for Writing Scoring Exercises 
 

Level Prompt Question Sample Score 
3 P 2 
3 Q 2 Pre-Writing 
3 R 0 
1 A 4 
1 B 3 
1 C 1 
1 D 0 
1 E 2 

2–4 

Writing 

1 F 4 
1 A 3 
1 B 1 
1 C 4 

5–6 Writing 

1 D 2 
1 A 1 
1 B 2 
1 C 0 
1 D 2 
1 E 0 
1 F 1 
2 G 0 
2 H 1 
2 I 1 
2 J 2 
2 K 0 
2 L 2 
3 M 2 
3 N 0 
3 O 0 

Pre-Writing 

3 P 1 
1 A 2 
1 B 3 

7–8 

Writing 
1 C 1 
1 A 2 
1 B 4 9–12 Writing 
1 C 1 
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