
7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

Grades 7–8 Pre-Writing 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

239



7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

Student Responses for Item 1 
 
PW1.A 

 
 
Score Point 0 

• Response is insufficient  
• Irrelevant 

 
 
 
PW1.B 

 
 
Score Point 0 

• Response is irrelevant 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

 
PW1.C

 
 
Score Point 0 

• Response is insufficient 
• Irrelevant 

 
 
 
PW1.D 

 
 
Score Point 1 

• Response contains one relevant idea 
• Shows minimal thinking 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

PW1.E

 
 
Score Point 1 

• Response contains one relevant idea 
 
 
 
PW1.F 

 
 
Score Point 1 

• Response contains one relevant idea 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

 
PW1.G

 
 
Score Point 2 

• Response contains two relevant ideas 
 
 
 
PW1.H 

 
 
Score Point 2 

• Response contains two relevant ideas 
• Shows thinking about the topic 
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PW1.I 

 
 
Score Point 2 

• Response contains two relevant ideas 
• Shows thinking about the topic 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

Student Responses for Item 2 
 
PW2.A 

 
 
Score Point 0 

• Response is irrelevant 
 
 
 
PW2.B 

 
 
Score Point 0 

• Response is incoherent 
• Irrelevant 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

PW2.C 

 
 
Score Point 1 

• Response contains one relevant idea with elaboration 
• Shows minimal thinking 

 
 
 
PW2.D 

 
 
Score Point 1 

• Response contains one relevant idea (extended) 
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PW2.E 

 
 
Score Point 1 

• Response contains one relevant idea (extended) 
 
 
 
PW2.F 

 
 
Score Point 2 

• Response contains two relevant ideas 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

PW2.G 

 
 
Score Point 2 

• Response contains two relevant ideas 
• Shows thinking about the topic 

 
 
 
PW2.H 

 
 
Score Point 2 

• Response contains two or more relevant ideas 
• Shows thinking about the topic 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

Student Responses for Item 3 
 
PW3.A 

 
 
Score Point 0 

• Insufficient 
• Irrelevant 

 
 
 
PW3.B 

 
 
Score Point 0 

• Insufficient 
• Irrelevant 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

 
PW3.C 

 
 
Score Point 0 

• Irrelevant 
 
 
 
PW3.D 

 
 
Score Point 1 

• One relevant idea 
• Minimal thinking 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

 
PW3.E

 
 
Score Point 1 

• One relevant idea (help in getting a job) 
• Minimal thinking 

 
 
 
PW3.F 

 
 
Score Point 1 

• One relevant idea (extended) 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

 
PW3.G

 
 
Score Point 2 

• Two relevant ideas 
 
 
 
PW3.H 

 
 
Score Point 2 

• Two relevant ideas 
• Shows thinking about topic 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

PW3.I 

 
 
Score Point 2 

• Two relevant ideas 
• Shows thinking about topic 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

Grades 7–8 Writing 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

Student Responses 
 
WR1.A 

 
 
Score Point 0 

• Response demonstrates no understanding of the topic 
• Includes no relevant details 
• Incomprehensible 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

 
WR1.B 

 
 
Score Point 0 

• Response demonstrates no understanding of the topic 
• Includes no relevant details 
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WR1.C

 
 
Score Point 0 

• Response includes no relevant details 
• Generally incomprehensible 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

WR1.D

 
 
Score Point 1 

• Response demonstrates limited understanding of the topic 
• Includes very few relevant details 
• Undeveloped 
• Vocabulary and sentence structure are not appropriate for grade span 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

 
WR1.E 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

WR1.E (continued) 

 
 
Score Point 1 

• Response demonstrates limited understanding 
• Very few relevant details 
• Serious errors in spelling and/or grammar 
• Undeveloped  
• Vocabulary and sentence structure are not appropriate for grade span 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

 
WR1.F 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

WR1.F (continued) 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

WR1.F (continued) 

 
 
Score Point 1 

• Response demonstrates limited understanding 
• Includes very few relevant details 
• Errors in spelling and/or grammar cause confusion 
• Vocabulary and sentence structure are not appropriate for grade span 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

 
WR1.G
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

WR1.G (continued) 

 
 
Score Point 2 

• Response demonstrates basic understanding of topic 
• Includes a few relevant details 
• Somewhat disorganized and minimally developed 
• Vocabulary and sentence structure are basic for grade span 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

WR1.H  
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

WR1.H (continued) 

 
 
Score Point 2 

• Response demonstrates a basic understanding of topic 
• Includes a few relevant details 
• Somewhat disorganized and minimally developed 
• Vocabulary and sentence structure are basic 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

WR1.I 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

WR1.I (continued) 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

WR1.I (continued) 

 
 
Score Point 2 

• Response demonstrates basic understanding of topic 
• Includes a few relevant details 
• Minimally developed 
• Vocabulary and sentence structure are basic 

 
 
 
 
 

270



7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

 
WR1.J 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

WR1.J (continued) 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

WR1.J (continued) 

 
 
Score Point 3 

• Response demonstrates some complex thinking 
• Some relevant and meaningful details 
• Organized and developed 
• Vocabulary and sentence structure are appropriate for grade span 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

 
WR1.K 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

WR1.K (continued) 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

WR1.K (continued) 

 
 
Score Point 3 

• Response demonstrates some complex thinking 
• Some relevant and meaningful details 
• Some errors that do not cause confusion 
• Organized and developed 
• Vocabulary and sentence structure are appropriate for grade span 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

 
WR1.L 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

WR1.L (continued) 

 

 
 
Score Point 3 

• Response demonstrates some complex thinking 
• Includes some relevant ideas  
• Some errors which do not cause confusion 
• Organized and developed 
• Vocabulary and sentence structure are appropriate 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

WR1.M
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

WR1.M (continued) 
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7–8 Prompts and Examples of Student Writing 

WR1.M (continued) 

 
 
Score Point 4 

• Response demonstrates complex thinking 
• Includes relevant ideas and meaningful details 
• Few errors that do not cause confusion 
• Well-organized and well-developed 
• Vocabulary and sentence structure are varied and appropriate 
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