9-12 Pre-Writing Training Set

Grades 9—12 Pre-Writing Training Set

m The personal qualities that you were born with are the result of “nature.”
The characteristics you develop through living with other people are the

result of “nurture.” Nature and nurture both affect the personality of an
individual. Look carefully at the pictures. Answer the questions. This will
help you write an essay later.
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1
. What personality traits do you think people have from birth?
2
What personality traits do you think result from the way
people are raised?
3

Do you think nature or nurture has a greater influence on
the development of personality? Why?
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Student Responses for Item 1
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Student Responses for Item 2

Sample A
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Sample B
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Sample E
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Student Responses for Item 3

Sample A
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Sample B
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Sample C
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9—12 Pre-Writing Training Set Score Points and Explanations

Question
Number

Sample

Score

Explanation

Contains two relevant ideas (traits
from birth such as “hiting people”
and “happy and friendly” can range
from anger to happiness)

Shows thinking about the topic

Irrelevant

Contains two relevant ideas (good
and happy)

=

Contains one relevant idea
Shows minimal thinking about the
topic

m

Contains two relevant ideas
Shows thinking about the topic

T

O N

Irrelevant

Contains one relevant idea

I o

Contains two relevant ideas
Shows thinking about the topic

Irrelevant

O 10N | P

Irrelevant

=

Contains one relevant idea
Shows minimal thinking about the
topic

Contains more than two relevant
ideas
Shows thinking about the topic

Contains one relevant idea
Shows minimal thinking about the
topic

Contains more than two relevant
ideas
Shows thinking about the topic

Contains more than two relevant
ideas (such as temperament, social
interactions)

Shows thinking about the topic

Contains one relevant idea

Irrelevant

Contains more than two relevant
ideas
Shows thinking about the topic

Contains one relevant idea
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9—12 Pre-Writing Training Set Score Points and Explanations

Question

Number Sample Score Explanation
A (0] e Insufficient to score
e Contains more than 2 relevant
B 2 ideas
e Shows thinking about the topic
e Contains one relevant idea
C 1 e Shows minimal thinking about the
topic
e Contains one relevant idea
D 1 e Shows minimal thinking about the
topic
E > e Contains two relevant ideas
3 e Shows thinking about the topic
e Contains one relevant idea
F 1 e Shows minimal thinking about the
topic
G e Contains two relevant ideas
e Shows thinking about the topic
H o Irrelevant
Contains one relevant idea
| 1 Shows minimal thinking about the
topic
3 > e Contains two relevant ideas

Shows thinking about the topic
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Grades 9—12 Writing Training Set

m Write an essay about how people’s personalities are formed. Discuss both

the influence of the characteristics people are born with (nature) and the
way people are raised (nurture). Make sure your essay is well organized
and of sufficient length. You may use your ideas from the Pre-Writing
questions to help you write.

553



9-12 Writing Training Set

Student Responses

Sample A
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Sample A (continued)
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Sample B
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Sample B (continued)
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Sample C (continued)
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Sample D
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Sample D (continued)
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Sample D (continued)
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Sample E (continued)
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Sample E (continued)
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Sample G (continued)
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Sample H
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Sample H (continued)
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Sample H (continued)
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Sample |
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Sample I (continued)
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Sample I (continued)
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Sample J
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9—12 Writing Training Set Score Points and Explanations

Question
Number

Sample

Score

Explanation

Demonstrates basic understanding
of the topic

Includes a few relevant details
Vocabulary and sentence structure
are basic for students within grade
span

Demonstrates some complex
thinking about the topic

Includes some relevant and
meaningful details

Some errors in spelling and
grammar that do not cause
confusion about meaning
Vocabulary and sentence structure
are appropriate for students within
grade span

Demonstrates some complex
thinking about the topic

Includes some relevant and
meaningful details

Is organized and developed
Vocabulary and sentence structure
are appropriate for students in
grade span

Demonstrates basic understanding
of the topic

Includes a few relevant details
Vocabulary and sentence structure
are basic for students within grade
span

Demonstrates complex thinking
about the topic

Includes many relevant and
meaningful details

Is well-organized and well-
developed

Vocabulary and sentence structure
are varied and appropriate for
students in grade span
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9—12 Writing Training Set Score Points and Explanations

Question
Number

Sample

Score

Explanation

F

0o

Irrelevant

Demonstrates basic understanding
of the topic

Includes a few relevant details

Is somewhat disorganized and
minimally developed

Vocabulary and sentence structure
are basic for students within grade
span

Demonstrates some complex
thinking about the topic

Includes some relevant and
meaningful details

Is organized and developed
Vocabulary and sentence structure
are appropriate for students within
grade span

Demonstrates complex thinking
about the topic

Includes many relevant and
meaningful details

Is well-organized and well-
developed

Vocabulary and sentence structure
are varied and appropriate for
students within grade span

Random copying of words and
phrases from the prompt
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