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Overview: For this part of the test, you will listen to an account about Tim Bemers-Lee. Then
you will write a response based on the situation described below. You will hear the account
twice. You may take notes on the next page at any time during the readings.

The Situation: Each year your school invites someone who is
involved in research and development in technology as a guest
lecturer for the entire student body. You have chosen to recommend
Tim Bemners-Lee to the committee of teachers and students making
the selection. In preparation for writing your letter of
recommendation, listen to an account by Marshall Brain. Then use
relevant information from the account to write your letter.

Your Task: ~ Write the first draft of a letter to the selection committee recommending Tim
Berners-Lee as guest speaker on research and development in technology. Write
only the body of the letter.

Guidelines:

Be sure to:

e Tell your audience what they need to know to help them understand why Tim Berners-Lee
should be selected as guest lecturer

» Use specific, accurate, and relevant information from the account to support your
recommendation

¢ Use a tone and level of language appropriate for a letter
e (Organize your ideas in a logical and coherent manner

* Indicate any words taken directly from the account by using quotation marks or by refernng
to the speaker

* Follow the conventions of standard written English
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The Situation: Each year your school invites someone who is involved in research and
development in technology as a guest lecturer for the entire student body. You have
chosen to recommend Tim Bemers-Lee to the committee of teachers and students making
the selection. In preparation for writing your letter of recommendation, listen to an

account by Marshall Brain. Then use relevant information from the account to write your
letter.

Now I will read the passage aloud to you for the first time.

Read the passage aloud with appropriate expression, but without added comment.
Listening Passage

If you were in a time machine and could travel back to 1960s London, you might
find young Tim Berners-Lee busily constructing make-believe computers out of
cardboard boxes or playing mathematical games with his parents at their kitchen table.
Tim is fascinated by the world around him. His natural curiosity attracts him to a dusty
Victorian-era encyclopedia he finds in his house; its mysterious title, “Enquire Within
Upon Everything,” will stay with him for years to come.

Fast-forward to 2001. Over 250 million people are using the Internet, a system
virtually unheard of 10 years earlier, and Tim Bemners-Lee is largely responsible. How
could one person make it all happen?

For some clues, let’s go back to Tim’s early adulthood. Tim was especially
mterested in two things: computers, and how the human brain organizes and links
information. He wondered how the mind can almost randomly connect so many different
facts. For instance, how can a song or a scent mentally link—or even transport—someone
to another time and place? And Tim was so fascinated by computers that, before
graduating from the University of Oxford, he built his very first one from a kit using a
television and an early microprocessor.

In 1980, after graduating with a degree in physics, Tim went to work as a
software engineer for an organization in Geneva, Switzerland. His job required a lot of
research. He communicated with people all over the world and he was constantly
answering the same questions over and over. He was frustrated by how poorly his mind
could remember all of the reports and data he needed. He wished there were a way other
people could simply access his data and he could access theirs—via computer—no matter
where they were located.

Tim wrote a software program to help him keep track of important documents,
and, using a series of links (hypertext), he connected them together much like an index
does in a book. He named the program “Enquire” after the book he loved as a child. In its
original form, Enquire was capable of storing information and connecting documents
electronically, but it could only access information on a single computer.

In 1989, Tim took a giant step toward his vision of a global system where
documents could be linked via hypertext to the Internet, allowing people worldwide to
easily share and link information. After much thought, he called his project the “World
Wide Web.”

English Component A Retest - Module 2 — May 05 2
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Many people thought that connecting documents stored in individual computers
around the world was impossible. And even if it were possible, few of his fellow
scientists thought it would ever become popular.

Tim was not discouraged. Working with a few colleagues who supported his
vision, he developed the four critical foundations of the Web: the language for coding
documents (HTML); the hypertext system for linking documents (HTTP); the system for
locating documents on the Web (URLY); and the first graphical user interface (Internet
browser).

In 1991, the Web was launched, and almost immediately the [nternet took off.

Although he has had many opportunities to do so, Tim has not profited from his
creation. He drives an old Volkswagen Rabbit and works for a non-profit organization
located at M.LT., a leading engineering university. Married with two children, Tim leads
a good life, one that is full of professional challenges. He is pleased with the road he
chose to follow. To this day, Tim Bemers-Lee works hard to see that the technology he
mvented remains accessible to all people around the globe. That, rather than instant
wealth, 1s his reward.

{Tim Berners-Lee: The Road Less Traveled. Copyright © 2002 HowStuffWorks, Inc.)

You may take a few minutes to look over The Situation and your notes. (Pause) Now I
will read the passage aloud a second time.

Read the passage a second time.

After the second reading, say:

Now continue with the task. You may now begin.
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Component A — Module 2 — Anchor Paper - Level 3 - A

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the text, making some explicit connections between
information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (I would like to reccommend Tim
Berners-Lee of MIT and he has always been interested in technology...wanted to better his
program and link information to all computers...made absolutly no profit from his work...and
he doesn’t care..being able to use the technology he came up with day-to-day is more
important than being a wealthy man). '

Development

Develops some ideas more fully than others, with some specific and relevant details from the
text (he wanted to know more about computers and what the human brain did to link
information and organize it and He then created a computer software program called
“Inquire” to keep track of his important documents).

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on Tim Bemers-Lee’s interest in technology (7im
Berners-Lee continued to take his interest with research and technology to the next level).
The response follows the sequence of ideas presented in the text.

Language Use

Uses language that is generally appropriate, though occasionally imprecise (He was so
amazed that it could have random things and randomly connect them together), with some
awareness of audience and purpose (Tim Berners-Lee should be our next guest speaker for all
these reasons). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure (As a
boy, he would...play matematical games and could be found many times making his version of
a computer out of cardboard).

Conventions

Demonstrates control of conventions, exhibiting only occasional errors in spelling
(reccommend, matematical, absolutly).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat stronger in

conventions.
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Component A — Module 2 — Anchor Paper - Level 3-B

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the text, making some explicit connections between
information in the text and the task (I would like you to know that there is a wonderful
man...who was not rewarded for his remarkable invention but continues to made the world
acessible to you and others).

Development

Develops some ideas more fully than others, with some specific and relevant details from the
text (These were known as “html”... "http”... “url”).

Organization

Maintains an appropriate focus on Tim Berners-Lee’s love of technology and how that led to
his technological contributions to the world. The response exhibits a logical sequence of
ideas with an occasional lack of internal consistency (he studied how a simple scent could
relate or bring a person back to a time or place. After graduating the University of Oxford
with a Physicis degree, Tim began to build his first computer).

Language Use

Uses language that is generally appropriate, though occasionally imprecise (Tim Berner can
be greatly responsible for the internet as we know now), with some awareness of audience
(Tim Berners-Lee, who we would like to actknowlege as a guest speaker). The response
occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure or length (In 1980 Tim constructed a
software program, which would use links and hypertext to connect information via computer).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling
(actknowlege, Physicis, dicate, remanes, acessible, conculsion, contrubtion), and occasional
errors in punctuation, capitalization, and grammar (He name and continues to made the
world) that may hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.
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Component A —~ Module 2 - Anchor Paper - Level 3 - C

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the text, making some explicit connections between
information in the text and the assigned task (Tim is well fitted to be our guest lectures...his
invention has been a blessing to us because, we can now connect world wide with families).

Development

Develops some ideas (the accessibility of Tim Bemers-Lee’s technology) more fully than
others (Tim Berers-Lee’s attitude towards financial success), with some specific and
relevant details from the text (certain programs like HTML, HTTP, URL are used for linking,
locating, etc documents).

Organization

Maintains an appropriate focus that even though Tim Berners-Lee’s name is not well known,
his technological achievements are. The response contains frequent internal inconsistencies
(scientist didn’t think it would progress, but the outcome was total opposite. Tim completed a
degree in physics).

Language Use

Uses basic language that is, at times, imprecise (Thou he doesn’t shout out to the world he
profits well, he is full of proffessional challenge and by giving us a push to strive for many
accomplishments in life on what we enjoy), although with some awareness of audience and
purpose (I feel it is my pleasure to recommend Tim Berners-Lee as our guest because, he is
very interested in technology developments).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Thou for
“though”, proffessional, lectures for “lecturer”), as well as frequent errors in punctuation
(comma use), capitalization, grammar (program call Inquire), and usage (In case if, started of
for “started off,” scientist for “scientists,” their for “there”) that may hinder comprehension,

Conclusion:
language use.

Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker in
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Component A — Module 2 — Anchor Paper — Level 2- A

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a simple understanding of the text by summarizing but makes only minimal
connection to the assigned task (Tim Berners-Lee...would have a good influence on the entire
student body).

Development

Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (Tim graduated from the University
of Oxford with a degree in Physics).

Organization

Suggests a focus on the impact of Tim Berners-Lee’s technological advances (250 million
people were using the internet and this has impacted everyone’s daily life). There is some
suggestion of organization by presenting Tim Berners-Lee’s experiences chronologically, but
the response does not always exhibit a logical sequence of ideas (He...has a normal life with a
wife and two children. When his coworkers had little faith in his “world wide web” project,
he never gave up).

Language Use

Uses generally appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (Tim has
had many influences on the world today in the technology field) and occasionally makes
effective use of sentence structure or length (When his coworkers had little faith in his “world
wide web” project, he never gave up).

Conventions

Demonstrates control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (facinated),
punctuation (comma splice), and paragraphing that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat stronger in
language use and conventions.




Component A — Module 2 — Anchor Paper - Level 2-B
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Component A —

Module 2 - Anchor Paper — Level 2- B

FQuality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a simple understanding of the text by mentioning highlights of Tim Berners-Lee’s
life. The response makes only superficial connections to the assigned task (Tim Berners-Lee
would be a good candidate for the lecture on research and development in technology). }

| Development | Develops ideas briefly (in 1989 introduced the world wide web...he gave people a chance to i

find out information...quicker and easier), using some details from the text (He also
introduced the Enquire which was a piece of software intended to help people get the
information they needed).

Organization

Suggests a focus on Tim Bemers-Lee’s involvement with the creation of the internet. The
response mentions ideas from the text in no logical sequence, though some transitional words
suggest organization (By introducing this world wide web).

Language Use | Uses generally appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (7im
Berners-Lee is responsible for this which is why he should be picked to give the lecture). The
response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure or length (By 2001, 250,000 !
people were using the internet).

Conventions

Demonstrates control of conventions, exhibiting only occasional errors. J

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat stronger in
language use and conventions.




Component A - Module 2 ~ Anchor Paper - Level 2-C

—

T oy Garma\r‘\ -~ A.gq L ve _in Ev\b\ﬁvx& tw oy Y et

wovliild au 4

uf\ W d Y \L\f‘élk tv\gwva(klr(uv\ o A Ve ~\—€_A\ Al v b

how & coull proctes e punatdw . e ot

IR VRO inder®g gl

A Commpudnes, Tio, Bacrmaes - Les  arkeunded Oy Lus & \.)4\\‘\;@_(&\“-\".{ afpd

rET, vhevw Mo Ljﬂ*ké,u&r‘r@c' he Y0 cuvpe o wolboare WA fuRe. Oue (i

4Ddu-:‘ would ot e Y St & w—\mdx\j K Toea was ot evvuud

e rnul—ni_ma oL kg meé_-‘ w-'el\"c usté {bl"gm\f Cver, 711-

(,Jaff’t{ wrl( Uf\’h -

*

——

..inq;us’rq o e tn L)(\:ow EU\"\.«!%:V\E “ - -t q\ua-‘.p "F&\w‘[" LQlind

s&u.‘mb Tiaa Becvard - Lose Q.5 bt} ﬁﬁtw A V] - S W I weollteyt v b

e Lovll Vwaye a 96\#\“&\,\! e dudd A WS \'4'\\(. caa A\l sgq«lL

as ae G\QQ”$Jr \eidorge for dtk}ikﬂ?mogk P oy agloc‘nf‘




Component A — Module 2 — Anchor Paper — Level 2 - C

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys an incomplete, occasionally confused (attended.. MIT and “Inguire within Upon
Everything” was a quote) understanding of the text. The response makes only one superficial
connection to the assigned task (7 believe that he could have a similar affect on us if he could
speak as the guest lecturer for development and technology).

Development | Develops ideas briefly, using some detail from the text (Tim Berners-Lee attended Oxford
University and He created one of the most widly used programs ever. The World Wide Web).

Organization | Lacks an appropriate focus but suggests some organization through paragraphing and a
concluding sentence.

Language Use | Uses language that is basic and occasionally imprecise (He had a large infatuation). The
response attempts to vary sentence structure (Our lifes today would not be the same today if
Tim was not around) but with little success,

Conventions Demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (/ifes and

widly), punctuation (Oxford University, and MIT, when he graduated), and usage (shaped for
“shape”) that may hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat stronger in

conventions.
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Component A — Module 2 - Anchor Paper —Level1- A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of textual understanding with some connection between the text
and the task (7im Berners-Lee Should be the guest speaker this year because he is the father
of the intrenet).

Development | Is minimal, with no evidence of development beyond random references to the text (He
grauduated from Physiks).

Organization | Is minimal, with only an introductory and concluding statement showing an attempt at
organization.

Language Use | Uses language that is basic, and at times unsuitable (grauduated from Physiks and makeing
his dreams 1o be alive he choose to watch his dream), with some awareness of purpose (he
should be speaker). Attempts to vary sentence structure are not successful (He grauduated
from Physiks...he choose to watch his dream).

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat stronger in

language use.
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Component A - Module 2 - Practice Set Paper B
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Component A — Module 2 — Practice Set Paper C
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Component A — Module 2 — Practice Set Paper D
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Component A — Module 2 — Practice Set Paper A — Level 1

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides minimal understanding of the text and minimal connection between the text and the
task (Tim Berners-Lee should be the guest speaker...because hes influence in the creation of
the internet). The response consists primarily of personal and irrelevant statements (where
would they be without this newfangled AIM hooply).

Development | Shows no evidence of development.

Organization | Suggests focus, but introductory and concluding sentences show only minimal organization.

Language Use | Uses language that is unsuitable and occasionally inappropriate, with little awareness of
audience or purpose (I would be in heaven if I could talk to the the man).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control of conventions, exhibiting frequent errors in punctuation

(missing periods), no paragraphing, and usage (kes for “of his,” their for “they’re,” the the)
that may make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is stronger in language use and

conventions.




Component A — Module 2 — Practice Set Paper B — Level 3

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the text, making explicit connections between information
and ideas in the text and the assigned task (He invented the internet and may be a great guest
speaker and Tim Berners-Lee was able to create what he always believed in but nobody else
thought was possible).

Development

Develops some ideas more fully than others by describing the process that led Tim Berners-
Lee to create the internet (he worked for a software company...and always had to talk to
people all over the world and remember what information they gave him. In order to make
things easier he started...world wide web), with some specific details from the text (people
were able to use html, http, url, and the internet browser...over 250 million people use today).

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on Tim Berners-Lee’s idea of connecting computers
(He always had the idea of connecting computers all over the world), and the response
exhibits a logical sequence of ideas.

Language Use

Uses language that is generally appropriate, though occasionally imprecise (fo build up the
today called internet), with an awareness of audience and purpose. The response occasionally
makes effective use of sentence structure (As you can see Tim Berners-Lee was able to create
what he always believed in but nobody else thought was possible).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling

(diserved), punctuation (years for “year’s,” missing commas, It’s for “Its™), and usage (alot
people) that may hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat stronger in

organization.




Component A — Module 2 — Practice Set Paper C — Level 2

[ Quality

Commentary
The response:

" Meaning

Conveys an incomplete understanding of the text. The response lists some information from
Tim Bemers-Lee's early years (made his first computer out of an old television set and an
early micro processor). The response makes only superficial connections between text and
task (you should choose Mr. Berner-Lee not just for my benefit but for yours as well).

Development

Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (Born in the 60's in London and Tim
attended the University of Oxford).

Organization

Lacks an appropriate focus by stating the reason for having Tim Berners-Lec as a guest
speaker (would provide us with the most in depth look on how and why he created the World
Wide Web). An introduction and a conclusion suggest some organization.

Language Use

Uses generally appropriate, but occasionally imprecise, language (In making your decision in
selecting and I Souly believe Tim Berners-Lee would be the most interesting). The response
attempts to vary sentence structure but with little success (If you are not familiar with Mr.
Berners-Lee let me give you a little backround on him).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Souly,
backround, fasinated, intrest), punctuation, capitalization (With and Computers), and
grammar (link for “linked”) that may hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it may be somewhat stronger in
language use and conventions.




Component A —

Module 2 — Practice Set Paper D — Level 3

\ Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the text, making explicit connections between information
and ideas in the text and the assigned task (Millions of people around the glode have become
connected via Mr. Lee’s invention. His successful career would be sure 1o intrigue any
audience).

Development

Develops some ideas (events that led to the creation of the internet) more fully than others
(Tim Bemers-Lee’s modest lifestyle), using some specific and relevant details from the text
(As a young boy he began to make computers out of cardboard and with a degree in physics,
Mpr. Lee became a software engineer).

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on Tim Bemers-Lee’s intriguing career. The
response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas but occasionally lacks intemal consistency
(Although Al Gore claimed to be the fonder of the internet).

Language Use

Uses language that is appropriate and occasionally precise (intrigue any andience and Such
interests culminated), with some awareness of audience and purpose (I reccomend..Tim
Berners-Lee, one of the founders of the world wide phenomenon — the internet). The response
occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure (Starting at an early age, Mr. Lee was
interested in the world around him).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling
(reccomend, glode, intenet, definate, roll model).

language use.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although 1t may be somewhat stronger in




Component A — Module 2 - Practice Set Paper E - Level 2

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a simple understanding of the text by listing some general information about Tim
Berners-lee (He is interested in computers and how the brain uses information). The
response makes some connections between the text and the assigned task (/ have provided
several accomplishments of his and hope that you will select him for the guest lecturer).

Development | Develops ideas briefly, using some general information from the text (He also wrote a
software program to help keep tract of important documents).

Organization | Suggests a focus on Tim Bemers-Lee’s accomplishments, and suggests organization through

an introduction and a conclusion.

Language Use

Uses language that is basic, with some awareness of audience and purpose. The response
attempts to vary sentence structure, with uneven success (But today over 250 million people
use it and Tim Berners-Lee is largely responsible).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (phisics
and acomplishments), capitalization (every), and usage (fract for “track”).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat stronger in

conventions.




