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Your Task: Write a critical essay in which you discuss one work of literature you have read
from the particular perspective of the statement provided for you in the Critical Lens. In your
essay, provide a valid interpretation of the statement, agree or disagree with the statement as you
have interpreted it, and support your opinion using specific references to appropriate literary
elements from the literary work you have selected. You only need to submit a first draft of the
essay. Write your response in the space provided in your answer booklet.

Critical Lens:

“The difference between a good man and a bad one is the choice of the cause.” William James

Guidelines:
Be sure to:

e Provide a valid interpretation of the critical lens that clearly establishes the criteria for
analysis

Indicate whether you agree or disagree with the statement as you have interpreted it
Choose one work you have read that you believe best supports your opinion

Use the criteria suggested by the critical lens to analyze the work you have chosen

Avoid plot summary. Instead, use specific references to appropriate literary elements (for
example, theme, characterization, setting, point of view) to develop your analysis
Organize your ideas in a unified and coherent manner

Specify the title and author of the literary work you have chosen

¢ Follow the conventions of standard written English
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Component B — Module 5 — Anchor Paper — Level 4

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Provides an interpretation of the critical lens that is faithful to the complexity of the
statement, explaining that what someone does is one matter, but why he does it
defines whether he is good or bad. The response uses this criteria to make a clear
and reasoned analysis of Crime and Punishment (While his crime may be what it is,
a crime, it is argued that the reasons for him committing the crime are good).

Development

Develops ideas clearly and fully, showing how a person can justify a bad act if the
reasons for committing the act are perceived as good. The response makes effective
use of relevant and specific evidence (He explains that the old woman was a
parasite in society, and so by ridding society of her, he has actually done society a
favor and Raskolnikov does not even take the money for himself), implying point of
view as the literary element (Much of the book takes place inside Raskolnikov’s
head, and the reader is given insight to his thoughts and attempts to reason with
himself).

Organization

Maintains the focus established by the critical lens that despite the fact that
Raskolnikov had committed such a crime that would normally be said to have been
done by a bad person, he still comes out as good because of his reasons. The
response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, first discussing Raskolnikov’s
crime and then explaining why he is still perceived, by himself and others, as a good
person.

Language Use

Uses language that is precise (Where good and evil are concerned, there is no
definite line; there is a great deal of gray area in between), with evident awareness
of audience and purpose (Now this whole thing may seem to be a blatant crime, but
after it...Dostoyevsky writes it so that the reader does not make Raskolnikov out to
be the bad person at all). The response varies sentence structure or length to
enhance meaning (Raskolnikov argues his point well, and not only to himself either).

Conventions

Demonstrates control of conventions, exhibiting only occasional errors in
punctuation (missing comma).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Component B — Module 5 — Anchor Paper — Level 3 - A

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens, explaining that the right
decision, when made for the wrong reasons, can be a wrong decision. The response
makes connections between the criteria and Time of the Twins (Time of the Twins
illustrates the fact that there are different perspectives on “good” and “bad,” and that
the difference between the two boils down to the cause behind the action).

Development

Develops some ideas (good and bad are relative to one’s point of view) more fully than
others (one who does not know the situation can not judge another’s actions
accurately). The response explains how the central themes of ignorance and arrogance
show character’s differing perspectives on “good” and “bad”.

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the Kingpriest’s ignorance in his choice of
action. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, interpreting the critical lens,
describing the Kingpriest’s choice of action and the repercussions, and summarizing in
a conclusion.

Language Use

Uses appropriate language, with an awareness of audience and purpose (One literary
work where I have seen this statement proved is in Time of the Twins by Margaret
Weis). The response makes effective use of sentence structure and length (However,
the Kingpriest is completely blind to the signs; he thinks that some mysterious evil
force is at work).

Conventions

Demonstrates control of conventions, exhibiting only occasional errors in grammar
(someone...their and when one...that they).

Conclusion:
conventions.

Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat stronger in
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Component B — Module 5 — Anchor Paper — Level 3 - B

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens, explaining that in many works of
Literature, authors have demonstrated many differences between a good man and a bad man
and a “good man” has positive beliefs . The response makes connections between the
criteria and To Kill a Mockingbird (In the novel “To Kill a Mockingbird” by Harper Lee,
Atticus demonstrates that he is a good man by a choice of the cause).

Development

Develops some ideas (the Robinson trial) more fully than others (teaching his children about
racism). The response explains Atticus Finch’s characterization as a good man because he
opposes racism (Atticus has proven to both the town and his family that he is not a racist
person and Finch is a good man for his efforts in trying to eliminate racism in society).

Organization

Maintains a focus on Atticus Finch’s opposition to racism, but some reliance on plot
summary detracts from the focus. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas,
interpreting the critical lens, discussing Finch’s characterization as a good man through his
cause, and summarizing in a conclusion.

Language Use

Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (By teaching his
children that racism is not a good Quality to have, this shows that he has positive values and
morals). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure or length to
enhance meaning (What made this perticularly difficult was that Tom Robinson was Black,
and Mayella was a white woman).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting only occasional errors in spelling
(perticularly and wheather), punctuation (missing apostrophe), capitalization, and grammar
(between blacks and white).

Conclusion:

Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.




Component B — Module S — Anchor Paper - Level 3-C

W YR Qo k4 =0 min A A AR
s SGIIE (o F oF TiE cAves” THLS STmad”
%fD&/ /R SAryS CA BE QW«/WQEM T
MRbcTepezpizans of MACBEN sn THE A2
ME}/ WIALIPAN GHABHERE,
MACBIAS oz Kol Kowe Qowdin
LA HTMM ACKD Cof pold) RIS LT PR nais™
Poape. DB Yrom futy ot GETUE A vazed
LVED polL iz fu. ng Ao e YU TUE
WG NRapD o ARy TR D BELImeD) T o)
CARDE Hera DheweRer So b0 Pebsen, (25
W Rent UE HeRe Yoo THE™ dATeD &y dxs
EHoIEE7 #:0 H%LIHF’RIP@ Uﬁsﬁfl)cw«vw
V2T e () Kes Donshg Gis (Mloris
cun) CASTLE. /4/4‘8&724 wAS %F}&ﬁ |
WV BEE ALt ok GRERD/A) (i
G THE BETTR oF Hem,

4a



WkS T 9@@%’ ,&S(Wuf OF WILIPM S,

ONSTE Aot Yoy A God pthn s wihs

B NioWES i MACRINE) Con D ) srans st
kwmwg@m 1 A L
LIS (D, (415 Met2F @rw«g@m )
Hom s> A uMels Mav/ cAuss oF ez TC/Ine
V2o Gy Lands, a0 MEA b Berf” BAD
@Jy TALNG THE (j el LITHS D U spiblty
THOR (W22 MIZdT teT Bz Cee THE C3BHT
CAUVSE,

4b



Component B — Module 5 — Anchor Paper — Level 3 - C

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens, explaining that good men become
bad by taking the wrong paths and ultimatly their choices might not be for the right cause.
The response makes implicit connections between the criteria and Macbeth (His cause to kill
the king turned on everything he believed in and made him the worst possible person).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from the text (Macbeth was satisfied with being
noblesman but greed and lust got the better of him).

Organization Maintains an appropriate focus on the characterization of Macbeth as a good man turned bad

(He went from the hero to the hated by his choices), but lacks internal consistency. The
response suggests organization through paragraphing.

Language Use

Uses language that is generally appropriate and occasionally makes effective use of sentence
structure or length [Macbeth...was a perfect example of William James quote about how a
good man who was a noblesman (Macbeth) could turn into such a bad man by choosing to
kill a well liked king].

Conventions Demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (fliped
and ultimatly), punctuation (missing apostrophe and missing hyphen), capitalization,
grammar (satisfied with being noblesman), and usage (threw for “through” and noblesman
for “nobleman”).

Conclusion:  Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker in

development and organization.
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Component B — Module 5 — Anchor Paper — Level 2 - A

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens (there is only one difference between
good and bad people, that one difference is their choices). The response makes superficial
connections between the criteria and Frankenstein (The monster chose to do right things
even on limited knowledge).

Development

Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from the text (He chose to help out a family in
need, and weep for his creator at his death and because he chose the right things, he was
considered a friend to the captain of the ship).

Organization

Suggests a focus on the difference between a good and a bad person. The response suggests
organization, with a paragraph addressing the critical lens, a brief discussion of
Frankenstein, and a conclusion.

Language Use

Uses language that is basic (I agree with this statement and I have recently read a story
called Frankenstein, by Mary Shelley), with little awareness of audience or purpose. The
response attempts to vary sentence structure, with little success (Even though he was
unaware of everything around him).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting only occasional errors in spelling (ultimitely),
punctuation (inappropriate apostrophes and comma splices), capitalization (Their and North
_pole) that may hinder comprehension.

Conclusion:
conventions.

Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat stronger in
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Component B — Module 5 — Anchor Paper — Level 2 - B

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens (A good man will chose good decsions. A
bad man will chose bad choses). The response makes superficial connections between the
criteria and Of Mice And Men (George has to make a decsion weather to kill Lennie or let
him live and George did the right thing).

Development

Develops ideas briefly, relying primarily on plot summary (George had to kill him because it
was the second girl that Lennie killed. If George did not kill him the other farm hands and
there master would kill both of them).

Organization

Lacks an appropriate focus, but suggests organization through paragraphing.

Language Use

Uses language that is basic (Lennie is a guy that is mentaly challenged), with little awareness
of audience or purpose. The response makes few attempts to vary sentence structure or
length for effect.

Conventions

Demonstrates emerging control of conventions, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling
(decsions, choses, mentaly), punctuation (missing comma and missing apostrophe), and
usage (chose for “choose”, weather for “whether”, there for “their”) that may make
comprehension difficult.

Conclusion:

Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.
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Component B — Module 5 — Anchor Paper — Level 2 - C

Quality

Commentary
The response: ,

Meaning

Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens (it does depend on the situation on wether
the man is good or bad for his decition). The response makes a superficial connection
between the criteria and Beowulf (This story and the quote have a similar theme Beowulf
knows that it is wrong to kill be he is not a bad man for killing the monster grendel and his
mother).

Development

Develops ideas briefly, relying primarily on plot summary (Beowulf is called To kill a
monster that is terrorizing a kingdom Beowulf kills the monster and it’s mother).

Organization

Suggests a focus on the idea that a man can be good in spite of committing a bad act, but
lacks organization.

Language Use

Uses language that is basic with little awareness of audience or purpose. The response
attempts to vary sentence structure, with little success (This quote applies to a Book called
Beowulf by Robert Nye is the story).

Conventions

Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (charater, wether,
decition), punctuation (missing periods and missing commas), capitalization, and usage (it’s
for “its” and be for “but”) that may make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion:

Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.
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Component B — Module 5 - Anchor Paper — Level 1 - A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens (a person is deemed “good” or “bad” by
what he does). The response agrees with the critical lens and reflects no analysis of the
chosen text, Fahrenheit 451.

Development Is minimal. The response chooses Fahrenheit 451, but provides no text detail beyond “Bob”
worked for the people that destroyed books so the citizens wouldn't think for themselves.

Organization | Lacks an appropriate focus and suggests organization through attempts at paragraphing.

Language Use | Is minimal, providing only three original sentences.

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat stronger in
meaning and organization.
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Component B — Module 5 — Anchor Paper - Level 1 - B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides no interpretation of the critical lens and makes no analysis of the chosen text, The
Great Gatsby.

Development Develops ideas briefly, using general plot summary of the text (Tom treats her pretty bad
and Gatsby trys to have her remember the past between them).

Organization Shows minimal focus and organization.

Language Use | Is minimal, providing only four original sentences.

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion:  Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat stronger in

development.
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Component B — Module 5 — Practice Set Paper A — Level 1

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Does not refer to the critical lens, except to agree with it. The response reflects a minimal
analysis of the chosen text, Of Mice and Men (George is a good man but would have at any
time become a bad man).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from the text (George finds Lennie first and
shoots him in the head before Curly catches him and If George had let Curly get Lennie, he
would have become a bad one).

Organization Shows minimal focus and organization.

Language Use | Is minimal, providing only four original sentences.

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion:  Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat stronger in

development.




Component B — Module 5 — Practice Set Paper B — Level 2

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens (to establish a view of good or bad, we
must first analyze their cause). The response makes superficial connections to To Kill a
Mockingbird (His cause was good, so it made him a good man).

Development

Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from the text (He wanted to help Tom Robinson
get aquitted in his court case).

Organization

Suggests a focus on Atticus Finch’s cause and suggests some organization with an
interpretation of the lens, followed by a brief discussion of the chosen work.

Language Use

Uses language that is basic, with little awareness of audience or purpose (Atticus is better
than most because he had a dear cause). The response attempts to vary sentence structure,
with little success (This determines that the way to establish a view of good or bad, we must
first analyze their cause).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling
(aquitted and betwee), capitalization, and usage (Mocking Bird for “Mockingbird” and who’s
for “whose”) that may hinder comprehension.

Conclusion:
conventions.

Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat stronger in




Component B — Module 5 — Practice Set Paper C — Level 3

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens, explaining that when the difference
in your character is in your hands, your choices reflect who you truly are. The response
makes implicit connections between the criteria and The Merchant of Venice (Shylock made
his choice. His character was forever seen as bad due to the choice of the cause).

Development

Develops ideas clearly and fully, showing how a choice of a cause determines your character
(vears of prejudice from Italian Christians, him being a Jew, was what propelled his fire to
take a pound of flesh from Antonio and This made what seemed to be a decent, good man,
seem so bad and unfair, his choice). The response relies mostly on plot summary, but
references to character are implicit.

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how the choice of a cause determines your
character. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, beginning with an interpretation
of the critical lens, followed by a discussion of Shylock’s oppression being the deciding
factor to punish Antonio in determining his character, and summarizing in a conclusion.
Some ideas in the response are repeated, detracting from organization (Shylock made his
choice and forever seen as bad due to the choice of the cause).

Language Use

Uses appropriate language (reparations for the original deal and his religious mistreatment).
The response shows some awareness of audience and purpose and occasionally makes
effective use of sentence structure or length (For that was the difference in Shylock’s
character that decided his fate).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation
(comma splices and misuse of commas) and grammar (him being a Jew) that do not hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion:

Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities, although it is somewhat

stronger in development.




Component B — Module 5 — Practice Set Paper D — Level 2

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens (you become either a good or bad guy by
the choices you make in your life). The response makes superficial connections to The Great
Gatsby (your career and all other aspects of your life).

Development

Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from the text (Tom kept secret his affair with
Mpyrtle; he had an honest living and he never took any handouts, such as when Gatsby
offered him a job; Tom didn’t have to work at all, his money was handed to him by his filthy-
rich parents).

Organization

Suggests a focus on choices determining whether you are good or bad and suggests
organization with an interpretation of the lens, followed by a general discussion of some of
the choices made by each man, and a conclusion.

Language Use

Uses language that is generally appropriate, but at times imprecise (clothing apparel and he
had an honest living), with some awareness of audience or purpose. The response
occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure or length (For instance, Nick was
always brutally honest and forthright, while Tom kept secret his affair with Myrtle).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation
(misuse of a hyphen) and grammar (a comma splice).

Conclusion:

Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat stronger in

language use and conventions.




Component B — Module 5 - Practice Set Paper E — Level 3

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens (if he/she chooses something
unfavorable, it will cause them to be a bad person and to determine a person’s character, it
is necessary to take every variable into consideration). The response makes implicit
connections between the criteria and White Oleander (While floating from house to house,
she encounters many temptations and She made her choices based on outside, negative
influences).

Development

Develops some ideas more than others, explaining how Astrid’s bad choices (affair, drugs,
dying hair, and denouncing her mother) and her misguided childhood show us how she is a
product of her environment.

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus established by the critical lens on how Astrid is not a
bad person because of her choices but because of many circumstances. The response exhibits
a logical sequence of ideas explaining many variables that influenced her character.

Language Use

Uses language that is generally appropriate (Its message is refuted and outside, negative
influences), while occasionally making effective use of sentence structure or length (Due to
her misguided childhood, she never had a proper mother).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling
(neighboorhood and jelous), punctuation (a missing hyphen), and omitted word (a girl is
sent for “a girl who is sent”).

Conclusion:

Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.




