
PART III: DOCUMENT-BASED ESSAY

This task is based on the accompanying documents (1-6). Some of these documents have been edited for
the purposes of this task. This task is designed to test your ability to work with historical documents. As
you analyze the documents, take into account both the source of each document and the author's point of
view.

Directions: Read the documents in Part A and answer the questions after each document. Then read the directions
for Part B and write your essay.

Historical Context:

Throughout history, societies have held different viewpoints on governmental decision making and the role of
citizens in this decision-making process. The decision-making process can range from absolute control to
democracy.

Task:

Using information from the documents and your knowledge of global history and geography, write an essay that 
• Compare and contrast the different viewpoints societies have held about the process of governmental

decision making and about the role of citizens in the political decision-making process.
• Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of a political system that is under the absolute control of a single

individual or a few individuals, or a political system that is a democracy.

NOTE: The scoring rubric for this essay appears opposite.
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Part A
Short Answer

Directions:
• Analyze the documents and answer the questions that follow each document in the space provided.

Document 1

1 What role does the citizen play in this political system?

58

The Wise Man's policy, accordingly,
Will be to empty people's hearts and minds,
To fill their bellies, weaken their ambition,
Give them sturdy frames and always so, 
To keep them uninformed, without desire,
And knowing ones not venturing to act.

Be still while you work
And keep full control
Over all.

—Lao Tzu (6th century BC) 

Rubric

SCORE OF 2
•  Clearly states nonparticipatory role in the political system
•  Understandable difference between political system and economic system

SCORE OF 1
•  Vague and/or incomplete information on the role of a citizen
•  Misinterpretation of the document
•  May contain factual errors
•  Reiterates information from document

SCORE OF 0
•  Fails to address the question
•  No response
•  No understanding of document



Document 2

2 According to Pericles, what is a responsibility of a citizen in a democracy?

59

"We are a democracy because the power to make the laws is given to the
many rather than the few. But while the law gives equal justice to everyone, it has not
failed to reward excellence. While every citizen has an equal opportunity to serve the
public, we reward our most distinguished [best] citizens by asking them to make our
political decisions. Nor do we discriminate against the poor. A man may serve his coun-
try no matter how low his position on the social scale.

An Athenian citizen does not put his private affairs before the affairs of the
state; even our merchants and businessmen know something about politics. We alone
believe that a man who takes no interest in public affairs is more than harmless—he is
useless.”

—"Pericles’ Funeral Oration"
Athens, 5th century BC

Rubric

SCORE OF 2
•  Clearly states a responsibility as noted by Pericles

Service
Public affairs before private affairs
All citizens should know something about politics
Making laws

SCORE OF 1
•  Vague, partial, or implied understanding of responsibility within the historical context of Athenian democracy
•  Inaccuracies
•  Shows limited understanding of document
•  Reiterates document without analysis

SCORE OF 0
•  No understanding of document
•  No response
•  Blank paper



Document 2

2 According to Pericles, what is a responsibility of a citizen in a democracy?

Score Level 2

60

"We are a democracy because the power to make the laws is given to the
many rather than the few. But while the law gives equal justice to everyone, it has not
failed to reward excellence. While every citizen has an equal opportunity to serve the
public, we reward our most distinguished [best] citizens by asking them to make our
political decisions. Nor do we discriminate against the poor. A man may serve his coun-
try no matter how low his position on the social scale.

An Athenian citizen does not put his private affairs before the affairs of the
state; even our merchants and businessmen know something about politics. We alone
believe that a man who takes no interest in public affairs is more than harmless—he is
useless.”

—"Pericles’ Funeral Oration"
Athens, 5th century BC

Student A

Student B



Score Level 

Document 2

2 According to Pericles, what is a responsibility of a citizen in a democracy?

Score Level 1

Score Level 0

61

"We are a democracy because the power to make the laws is given to the
many rather than the few. But while the law gives equal justice to everyone, it has not
failed to reward excellence. While every citizen has an equal opportunity to serve the
public, we reward our most distinguished [best] citizens by asking them to make our
political decisions. Nor do we discriminate against the poor. A man may serve his coun-
try no matter how low his position on the social scale.

An Athenian citizen does not put his private affairs before the affairs of the
state; even our merchants and businessmen know something about politics. We alone
believe that a man who takes no interest in public affairs is more than harmless—he is
useless.”

—"Pericles’ Funeral Oration"
Athens, 5th century BC

Student C

Student D

Student E

Student F



Document 3

3 How did the English Bill of Rights change governmental decision making?

62

"...Whereas ... King James II, ... did attempt to undermine ... the laws and liber-
ties of this kingdom...

Therefore, the Parliament declares:
1. That the King's supposed power of suspending laws without the consent of

Parliament is illegal.
4. That the levying of taxes for the use of the king without the consent of

Parliament is illegal.
8. That the king should not interfere with the election of members of

Parliament.
13. And that to redress grievances and amend, strengthen, and preserve the

laws, Parliament ought to be held [meet] frequently.”

—The English Bill of Rights, 1689

Rubric

SCORE OF 2
•  Clearly states transition of power from the King to Parliament. The following are acceptable

The King’s power is limited
Parliament gains power over the King

SCORE OF 1
•  Reiterates contents of document
•  Has vague understanding of the transition of power
•  May contain factual errors
•  Shows limited understanding of document

SCORE OF 0
•  Fails to address question
•  No response
•  No understanding of document



Document 4

4 Based on this cartoon, who controlled the government of France from the mid-1600s to the early 1700s?

63

Rubric

SCORE OF 1
•  Understands that the rule of a country controls the governmental decision-making process

Monarch
King with divine right
Louis XIV
Sun King

SCORE OF 0
•  No understanding of the cartoon
•  Incorrect historical information



Document 5

5 What was the basis of Mussolini's argument against democracy?

64

After Socialism, Fascism combats the whole complex system of democratic
ideology [theory], and repudiates [denies] it, whether in its theoretical premises [basis]
or in its practical application. Fascism denies that the majority, by the simple fact that it
is a majority, can direct human society; it denies that numbers alone can govern by
means of a periodical consultation [elections], and it affirms the . . . beneficial, and fruit-
ful [useful] inequality of mankind, which can never be permanently leveled through . . .
universal suffrage.

—Benito Mussolini, 1932

Rubric

SCORE OF 2
•  Clearly states the idea of the document
•  Universal suffrage does not guarantee equality
•  Many people cannot effectively rule or govern

SCORE OF 1
•  Has some understanding that universal suffrage does not guarantee equality
•  Has some understanding that many people cannot effectively rule/govern
•  Reiterates main idea without analysis

SCORE OF 0
•  Fails to address the question
•  No response
•  Blank paper



Document 6

6 Which universal principle is the basis for the Japanese Constitution?

65

“We the Japanese people, acting through our duly elected representatives in
the National Diet [legislature], resolve that never again shall we be visited with the hor-
rors of war through the action of government, do proclaim that sovereign power resides
with the people and do firmly establish this Constitution. Government is a sacred trust
of the people, the authority for which is derived from the people, the powers of which
are exercised by the representatives of the people, and the benefits of which are
enjoyed by the people. This is a universal principle of mankind upon which this
Constitution is founded. We reject and revoke all constitutions, laws, ordinances, and
rescripts in conflict herewith."

—The Japanese Constitution of 1947

Rubric

SCORE OF 2
•  Clearly understands the universal principle of consent by the governed

Sovereign power resides in the people
Government’s authority comes from the people

SCORE OF 1
•  Some understanding of the universal principle of consent by the governed

Government is a sacred trust
•  Reiterates contents of document without analysis
•  May contain factual errors

SCORE OF 0
•  Fails to address question
•  No response
•  Blank paper



Part B
Document-Based Essay

Specific Rubric

5
•  Uses at least half of the documents provided
•  Places documents in historical context
•  Incorporates relevant outside information related to document
•  Uses the terms “absolute monarch,” “democracy,” and “fascism” correctly
•  Either compares or contrasts societies’ viewpoints on the process of governmental decision making
•  Either compares or contrasts the citizen’s role in the decision-making process
•  Analyzes advantages and disadvantages of each political system
•  Weaves documents into body of essay
•  Writes a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
•  Includes a strong introduction and conclusion

4
•  Uses at least half of the documents provided
•  Places documents in historical context
•  Incorporates relevant outside information related to documents
•  Uses the terms “absolute monarch,” “democracy,” and “fascism” correctly
•  Either compares or contrasts societies’ viewpoints on the process of governmental decision making
•  Either compares or contrasts the citizen’s role in the decision-making process
•  Discusses advantages and disadvantages of each political system
•  Discussion of documents may be descriptive or analytical
•  Writes a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
•  Includes a good introduction and conclusion

3
•  Uses at least two of the documents provided 
•  Use of documents within the historical context may be in error
•  Incorporates limited outside information related to documents
•  Has limited understanding of political terms
•  Understands some aspect of the process of governmental decision making
•  Understands some aspect of the citizen’s role in the decision-making process
•  Has limited understanding of different political systems
•  Generally discusses advantages and disadvantages of a political system
•  Reiterates information from documents
•  Writes a satisfactorilly developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
•  Restates the theme in the introduction and concludes with a restatement of the task

2
•  Attempts to address task with at least one document
•  No relevant outside information is apparent
•  Knowledge of political terms and systems is vague, general, or incorrect
•  Reiterates contents of document
•  Does not understand process of governmental decision making or citizen’s role
•  Writes a poorly organized essay lacking focus
•  Has vague or missing introduction or conclusion

1
•  Demonstrates a very limited understanding of the task
•  Cannot distinguish between aspects of the task
•  Fails to use or vaguely refers to documents
•  Contains factual errors
•  Essay demonstrates a major weakness in organization
•  Vague or missing introduction or conclusion

0
•  Fails to address the question
•  No response
•  Blank paper



Part B
DOCUMENT-BASED ESSAY

Score Level 5
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70

Commentary
Score Level 5

•  Uses at least half of the documents provided (four)
•  Places documents in historical context—e.g., French Revolution as the outcome of Louis XIV’s rule
•  Incorporates outside information related to the documents—i.e., when student brings in the restoration of the

monarchy in France after the revolution (return of France to Old Regime)
•  Uses political terms correctly
•  Compares and contrasts both societies’ viewpoints and the citizen’s role in the decision-making process
•  Strong analysis of the advantages and disadvantages of each political system
•  Weaves documents into the body of the essay by using an in-depth analysis and discussion
•  Shows a thorough understanding of the task by making appropriate connections between absolutism and democ-

racy
•  Includes a strong introduction and a conclusion that shows a depth of insight and analysis
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74

Commentary
Score Level 5

•  Uses at least half of the documents provided (four)
•  Places documents in historical context—e.g., Versailles and divine right with Louis XIV
•  Incorporates relevant outside information related to the documents—e.g., divine right, Versailles, English king as

a figure-head
•  Uses political terms correctly
•  Compares/contrasts societies’ viewpoints on the process of governmental decision making
•  Compares/contrasts the citizen’s role in the decision-making process
•  Analyzes advantages and disadvantages of each political system
•  Weaves documents into the body of the essay by using analysis and discussion
•  Shows an understanding of the task by making appropriate connections between absolutism and democracy
•  Includes a strong introduction and a conclusion that summarizes the main points of the essay



Score Level 4

75



76



77



78

Commentary
Score Level 4

•  Uses at least half of the documents provided (four), although Documents 2 and 3 are only mentioned
•  Places documents in historical context
•  Incorporates limited outside information—Russia’s Czarist government. Other examples are mentioned
•  Uses the terms “absolutism” and “democracy” correctly
•  Compares/contrasts societies’ viewpoints on the process of governmental decision-making
•  Compares/contrasts the citizen’s role in the decision-making process
•  Includes some facts, examples, and details, but discussion is more descriptive than analytical (e.g., Document 1)
•  Includes a general discussion of the advantages and disadvantages of a democracy
•  Essay is well developed with a somewhat logical plan of organization
•  Includes a good introduction and conclusion
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Score Level 4
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Commentary
Score Level 4

•  Uses at least half of the documents provided (three), although discussion of Document 1 is superficial
•  Places documents in historical context—e.g., Louis XIV
•  Incorporates limited outside information related to the documents—Louis XIV
•  Uses the terms “absolute monarch” and “democracy” correctly
•  Compares/contrasts societies’ viewpoints on the process of governmental decision making
•  Discusses the citizen’s role in the decision-making process
•  Includes relevant facts, examples, and details, but discussion is more descriptive than analytical—e.g., Athens
•  Discusses advantages and disadvantages of a democracy
•  Essay is well developed with a logical and clear plan of organization
•  Good introduction and strong conclusion



Score Level 3
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Commentary
Score Level 3

•  Uses at least two of the documents provided; (four) are briefly summarized
•  Use of documents within the historical context, but there may be errors (e.g., fascism)
•  Incorporates some outside information related to the documents (e.g., discussion of monarchy)
•  Has limited understanding of political terms (e.g., fascism)
•  Understands some aspects of the process of governmental decision making (e.g., democracy)
•  Understands some aspects of the citizen’s role in the decision-making process
•  Has limited understanding of different political systems
•  Refers to advantages and disadvantages of both systems with little discussion
•  Superficial discussion of information in documents
•  Restates the theme in the introduction and concludes with a restatement of the task



84

Score Level 3
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Commentary
Score Level 3

•  Uses at least two of the documents provided; three are used, but there is only slight reference to Documents 1
and 2

•  Some use of documents within the historical context, but with superficial discussion and errors (e.g., English citi-
zens have no ambition or desire)

•  Incorporates limited outside information which is not related to the documents 
•  Shows limited understanding of the political terms “democracy” and “absolutism”
•  Understands some aspects of the process of governmental decision making 
•  Limited discussion of the citizen’s role in the decision-making process
•  Limited understanding of different political systems
•  General discussion of advantages and disadvantages of a political system with few specific supporting facts
•  Uses information in Document 3, but has few supporting facts
•  Writes a satisfactorily developed essay which shows a general plan of organization
•  Restates the theme in the introduction and concludes with a simple restatement of the theme



Score Level 2
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Commentary
Score Level 2

•  Attempts to address task with reference to two documents, although some information is misinterpreted—e.g.,
Japan

•  No relevant outside information is apparent
•  Knowledge of political terms and systems is vague and contains incorrect information—e.g., monarchy
•  Does not understand process of governmental decision making nor citizen’s role
•  Attempts to address advantages and disadvantages of a democracy
•  Essay lacks focus because few facts, examples, and details are included
•  Introduction and conclusion are present, but vague
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Score Level 2
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Commentary
Score Level 2

•  Attempts to address some aspects of the task, making limited use of the documents, Documents 3 and 6 are
misinterpreted

•  Sparta’s government is mentioned as outside information
•  Knowledge of political terms and systems is weak and sometimes incorrect (e.g., Mussolini)
•  Does not understand process of governmental decision making or the citizen’s role
•  Does not address advantages or disadvantages of a political system
•  Essay lacks focus 
•  Presents few facts, examples, and details are included and many of those are incorrect
•  Introduction restates theme; conclusion is vague



Score Level 2
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Commentary
Score Level 2

•  Attemptes to address task by making vague, unclear references to the documents
•  No relevant outside information is presented
•  Cannot distinguish between different aspects of the task
•  Essay demonstrates major weakness in organization
•  Uses few relevant facts, details, or examples
•  Introduction restates the theme; conclusion is vague and personal
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Score Level 1
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Commentary
Score Level 1

•  Demonstrates limited understanding of the task with no references to the documents
•  Presents no relevant outside information
•  Cannot distinguish between different aspects of the task; in fact, only advantages and disadvantages are

addressed
•  Attempts to complete the task, but essay demonstrates major weakness in organization
•  Uses few relevant facts, details, or examples
•  No introduction or conclusion
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Appendix A
GLOBAL HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY REGENTS SPECIFICATIONS GRID

Range of Items by Standard and Historical Era 
(Multiple-Choice )

Methodology of
Global History and

Geography 

UNIT ONE
Ancient World 

UNIT TWO
Expanding 
Zones of
Exchange 

UNIT THREE
Global 

Interactions 

UNIT FOUR
First Global Age 

UNIT FIVE
Age of Revolution

UNIT SIX
Crisis and 

Achievement
(1900-1945) 

UNIT SEVEN
20th Century

Since
1945   

UNIT EIGHT
Global Connections

and 
Interactions

Cross topical 

Total
# of 

Questions 

1
US and NY

History

0

0

0

0

0–1

0–2

0–2

0-2

0–2

0–1

0-10

2
World History

0–1

1–2

2–3

1-2

2-4

3-4

2-5

3-5

1–4

2-4

17-34

3
Geography

1

2

1

2

2-3

2

1–2

2

1-2

1

15-18

4
Economics

0–1

0–2

0–2

1–2

1–3

2-4

1–2

0–3

0–3

0–2

5-24

5
Civics,

Citizenship and
Gov’t

0–1

0–1

0-1

0–2

1–2

1–4

1–3

0-3

0–3

0–2

3-22

Range

1–4

3-7

3-7

4-8

6-13

8-16

5-14

5-15

2-14

3-10

50

Unit

Standards

0-20% 34-68% 30-36% 10-48% 6-44% 100%
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Appendix B
GLOBAL HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY REGENTS SPECIFICATIONS GRID

Actual Items by Standard and Unit

Methodology of
Global History and

Geography 

UNIT ONE
Ancient World 

UNIT TWO
Expanding 
Zones of
Exchange 

UNIT THREE
Global 

Interactions 

UNIT FOUR
First Global Age 

UNIT FIVE
Age of Revolution

UNIT SIX
Crisis and 

Achievement
(1900-1945) 

UNIT SEVEN
20th Century

Since
1945   

UNIT EIGHT
Global Connections

and 
Interactions

Cross topical 

Total
# of 

Questions 

% of Items by
Standard

1
US and NY

History

35

2
World History

6

13,14

17,20

23,28,29

30,34,42,43

38,43

46,47,48,49

18

3
Geography

1

4,7

9,10

11,12

16

22,27

37,40

44,45

13

4
Economics

2

3

19

24,25,26

32,33

39,42

10

5
Civics,

Citizenship and
Gov’t

5

8

15

18,21

31

36,41

50

10

Number

2

5

3

5

6

8

7

7

2

5

50

Unit

Standards

2% 36% 26% 20% 20% 100%



Appendix C

Components and Weighting of the Global History and Geography

Regents Examination

Components of the Global History and Geography Regents Sampler

Keyed to the Social Studies Standards

* There is no choice of essay questions on the Global History Regents examination.

100

ITEM TYPE

Multiple-choice items*

Thematic essay*

Document-based 
essay question*

NUMBER OF ITEMS

50

1

1

PERCENT OF THE TEST

55%

15%

15% - Scaffolded question
15% - Analytical essay

TOTAL = 30%

ITEM TYPE

Multiple-choice*

Thematic essay*

Document-based question*

STANDARD(S)

(See Multiple-Choice Specifications Grid)

World History
Geography

Civics, Citizenship, and Government



New York State Education Department, Room 681 EBA, Albany, NY 12234

1. Content—Are the questions generally appropriate in content?
Comments:

2. Difficulty—Are the questions generally appropriate in difficulty?
Comments:

3. Directions—Are the directions in the Test Sampler Draft clear 
and easy for students to follow?
Comments:

4. Time—Would most of the students be able to complete the 
Test Sampler Draft within the time allotted (3 hours)?
Comments:

5. Additional Comments:

Please fax this sheet to (518) 473-4884 or mail it to the New York State Education Department at the above address.

Global History and Geography Regents Examination
Test Sampler Draft, Spring 1999

Comment Sheet

YES No
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