July ELLA Workgroup Recommended Additions for Culture and Diversity

Note: The highlighted sentences represent the recommended K-12 grade-specific additions.

Reading Standards for Literature K-5

Kindergarten
Standard 9: With prompting and support, compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in familiar stories.

a. With prompting and support, students will make cultural connections to text and self

1* Grade
Standard 9: Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in stories.
a. With prompting and support, students will make cultural connections to text and self

Grade 5

Standard 6: Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described.
a. Recognize and describe how an author’s geographic location and culture affects his or her perspective.

Speaking and Listening Standards K-5

Kindergarten
Standard 1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults

in small and larger groups.
a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts under
discussion).
b. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges.
c. Communicate with individuals from different cultural backgrounds.



Grade 1
Standard 1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in
small and larger groups.
a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts
under discussion).
b. Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges.
c. Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion.
d. Understand and communicate with individuals of different cultural backgrounds.

Grade 2
Standard 1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in
small and larger groups.
a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking
one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).
b. Build on others’ talk in conversations by linking their comments to the remarks of others.
c. Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts under discussion.

d. Understand and communicate with individuals of different cultural backgrounds.

Grade 3
Standard 1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners
on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other
information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion.
b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking
one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).
c. Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and link their comments to the remarks of
others.
d. Explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion.
e. Seek to understand and communicate with individuals of different cultural backgrounds.



Grade 4
Standard 1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners
on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other
information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion.
b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.
c. Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make comments that contribute to the
discussion and link to the remarks of others.
d. Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion.
e. Seek to understand and communicate with individuals of different perspectives and cultural backgrounds.

Grade S
Standard 1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners
on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other
information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion.
b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.
c. Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that contribute to the discussion and elaborate on the remarks
of others.
d. Review the key ideas expressed and draw conclusions in light of information and knowledge gained from the discussions.

e. Seek to understand and communicate with individuals of different perspectives and cultural backgrounds.

Reading Standards for Literature 6-12

Grade 6
Standard 6: Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text.
a. Explain how an author’s geographic location or culture affects his or her perspective.



Grade 7
Standard 6: Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text.
a. Analyze interpretations of a story, drama, or poem by authors who represent diverse world cultures.

Grade 8
Standard 6: Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader (e.g., created through the use
of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.

a. Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem by authors who represent diverse world cultures.

Grade 9-10

Standard 7: Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or
absent in each treatment (e.g., Auden’s “Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).

a. Analyze multiple interpretations of full-length works by authors other than American and European writers.

Grade 11-12
Standard 7: Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel
or poetry), evaluating how each version interprets the source text. (Include at least one play by Shakespeare and one play by an
American dramatist.)

a. Analyze multiple interpretations of full-length works by authors other than American and European writers.

Reading Standards for Informational Text 6-12

Grades 9-10

Standard 9: Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and literary significance (e.g., Washington’s Farewell Address, the
Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms speech, King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail”), including how they address related
themes and concepts.



a. Read, annotate, and analyze informational texts on topics related to contemporary American, world, and alternative cultures
and viewpoints.

Grades 11-12
Standard 9: Analyze seventeenth-, eighteenth-, and nineteenth-century foundational U.S. documents of historical and literary
significance (including The Declaration of Independence, the Preamble to the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and Lincoln’s Second
Inaugural Address) for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical features.
a. Read, annotate, and analyze informational texts on topics related to contemporary American, world, and alternative cultures
and viewpoints.

Writing Standards 6-12

Grade 6
Standard 4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose,
and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

a. Produce text (print or nonprint) that explores a variety of cultures and perspectives.

Grade 7
Standard 4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose,
and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

a. Produce text (print or nonprint) that explores a variety of cultures and perspectives.

Grade 8
Standard 4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose,
and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

a. Produce text (print or nonprint) that explores a variety of cultures and perspectives.

Grades 9-10
Standard 3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and
well-structured event sequences.



a. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of
view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences,
events, and/or characters.

c. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole.

d. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events,
setting, and/or characters.

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the
narrative.

f. Adapt voice, awareness of audience, and use of language to accommodate a variety of cultural contexts.

Standard 7: Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or
solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating
understanding of the subject under investigation.

a. Explore topics dealing with different cultures and world viewpoints.

Grades 11-12
Standard 3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and
well-structured event sequences.
a. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its significance, establishing one or
multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.
b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences,
events, and/or characters.
c. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole and build toward
a particular tone and outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution).
d. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events,
setting, and/or characters.
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the
narrative.
f. Adapt voice, awareness of audience, and use of language to accommodate a variety of cultural contexts.



Standard 7: Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or
solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating
understanding of the subject under investigation.

a. Explore topics dealing with different cultures and world viewpoints.

Speaking and Listening Standards 6-12

Grade 6
Standard 1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners
on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to
evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.
b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.
c. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or
issue under discussion.
d. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives through reflection and
paraphrasing.
e. Seek to understand and communicate with individuals of different perspectives and cultural backgrounds.

Grade 7
Standard 1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners
on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by
referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.
b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as
needed.
c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas
that bring the discussion back on topic as needed.
d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own views.



e. Actively seek to understand other perspectives and cultures and communicate effectively with audiences or individuals of
varied backgrounds.

Grade 8
Standard 1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners
on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by
referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.
b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define
individual roles as needed.
c. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant
evidence, observations, and ideas.
d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views in light of the
evidence presented.
e. Actively seek to understand other perspectives and cultures and communicate effectively with audiences or individuals of
varied backgrounds.

Grades 9-10

Standard 1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with

diverse partners on grades 9—10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by
referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of
ideas.
b. Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on key
issues, presentation of alternate views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed.
c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger
ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted,
qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning
presented.



e. Actively seek to understand other perspectives and cultures and communicate effectively with audiences or individuals of
varied backgrounds.

Grades 11-12

Standard 1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with

diverse partners on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by
referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of
ideas.
b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish
individual roles as needed.
c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full
range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative
perspectives.
d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue;
resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the
investigation or complete the task.
e. Actively seek to understand other perspectives and cultures and communicate effectively with audiences or individuals of
varied backgrounds.






