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ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS RUBRIC SELF REVIEW RATINGS WITH EVIDENCE
Rating for Essential Element #1:  Philosophy and Mission:  A philosophy and mission that reflect the intellectual and developmental needs and characteristics of young adolescents
	Criteria
	Rating*
	Evidence

	1.a The degree to which the shared beliefs of the school and staff reflect developing the whole child, intellectually, academically, personally, socially, physically, emotionally and ethically.
	
	

	1.b The degree to which the school and staff work together to ensure that all students achieve at high levels and develop as individuals.
	
	

	1.c The degree to which the school and staff accept – individually and collectively – responsibility for the educational and personal development of each and every student.
	
	

	1.d The degree to which the school ensures each student a safe, inviting, trusting and mutually respectful learning environment that offers both physical and psychological safety.
	
	

	1.e The degree to which the school community models caring and respectful interactions with students and with other adults.
	
	

	1.f The degree to which the school and staff accept responsibility for providing a successful transition from the elementary grades to the middle grades to the high school grades and from childhood to adolescence.
	
	


Overall Rating for Essential Element #1: ________________

· * Rate each criteria based on the degree of implementation that you believe is occurring in your school.

· This worksheet should be used in conjunction with the Rubrics for the Essential Elements of Standards-Focused Middle-Level Schools and Programs.

Rating for Essential Element #2:  Educational Program:  an educational program that is comprehensive, challenging, purposeful, relevant, integrated and standards-based.
	Criteria
	Rating
	Evidence

	2.a The degree to which the middle-level educational program emphasizes the intellectual, social, personal, physical, and ethical development of young adolescents
	
	

	2.b The degree to which the middle-level educational program is challenging, rigorous, and meaningful and reflective of the 28 Learning Standards
	
	

	2.c The degree to which the middle-level educational program includes common learning skills to increase student achievement across all grades and subjects (e.g. how to plan, study, conduct research and read for understanding)
	
	

	2.d The degree to which the middle-level educational program has common performance expectations across all grades and subject area (e.g. using complete sentences; using standard English in school; following directions without multiple prompts, note-taking, graphic organizers, reading for understanding, writing in the content areas, using agendas, etc.)
	
	

	2.e The degree to which the middle-level educational program emphasizes reading, writing and mathematics (literacy and numeracy) across all subject areas
	
	

	2.f The degree to which the middle-level educational program includes ongoing Standards-based assessments
	
	

	2.g The degree to which content areas are integrated and articulated vertically and horizontally within and across various curricular areas, Learning Standards and grade levels
	
	

	2.h The degree to which the middle-level educational program involves family, community, and the world outside the school in the development of young adolescents
	
	


Overall Rating for Essential Element #2: ________________

Rating for Essential Element #3:  Organization and Structure:  an organization and structure that supports both academic excellence and personal development 
	Criteria
	Rating
	Evidence

	3.a The degree to which middle level grades are configured to promote the Essential Elements of a middle level program (grades 5-8)
	
	

	3.b The degree to which the middle level program is structured to promote a sense of belonging to reduce the feeling of anonymity and isolation among students.
	
	

	3.c The degree to which the teams in the school are structured to create close, sustained relationships between students and teachers.
	
	

	3.d The degree to which the school provides, for those students needing additional help to meet the State’s standards, opportunities for additional time, instruction, and personal support (e.g., after school, before school, summer school, reduced class size, tutoring, pupil personnel services)
	
	

	3.e The degree to which the school establishes ties with the school community that strengthens connections between school/education and career opportunities.
	
	

	3.f The degree to which the school promotes and encourages appropriate participation of pupils with disabilities in all curricular, co-curricular and extra-curricular activities.
	
	


Overall Rating for Essential Element #3: ________________

Rating for Essential Element #4:  Classroom Instruction:  classroom instruction appropriate to the needs and characteristics of young adolescents provided by skilled and knowledgeable teachers 
	Criteria
	Rating
	Evidence

	4.a The degree to which teachers’ instructional techniques and process are purposeful and strategic
	
	

	4.b The degree to which teachers’ instructional techniques and process reflect the developmental characteristics of young adolescents
	
	

	4.c The degree to which teachers’ instructional practices reflect content knowledge and pedagogy
	
	

	4.d The degree to which teachers know and understand, the Learning Standards
	
	

	4.e The degree to which teachers utilize technology and other instructional technology
	
	

	4.f The degree to which learning opportunities are rigorous and academically challenging
	
	

	4.g The degree to which instructional groups are flexible
	
	

	4.h The degree to which teachers exhibit a collaborative relationship and culture
	
	

	4.i The degree to which teachers use student data, both personal and achievement, to make curricular and instructional decisions
	
	

	4.j The degree to the school communicates with the parents/guardians and community regarding student achievement
	
	


Overall Rating for Essential Element #4: _________________

Rating for Essential Element #5:  Educational Leadership: strong educational leadership and a building administration that encourages, facilitates, and sustains involvement, participation, and partnerships.
	Criteria
	Rating
	Evidence

	5.a The degree to which the educational leadership and building administration know and understand the Learning Standards and how they interrelate
	
	

	5.b The degree to which the educational leadership and building administration know and understand the Essential Elements of a standards-focused, high performing middle-level school or middle-level program
	
	

	5.c The degree to which the educational leadership and building administration have an understanding of the subject matter in the middle grades and of the interconnections of different approaches to student learning and diverse teaching strategies
	
	

	5.d The degree to which the educational leadership and building administration involve staff and others in the operation of the school or program, empowering and encouraging them to contribute and to make decisions that benefit students
	
	

	5.e The degree to which the educational leadership and building administration support and encourage teachers to take risks, to explore, to question, to try new instructional approaches, to continue as learners, and to grow
	
	


Overall Rating for Essential Element #5: _________________

Rating for Essential Element #6: Academic and Personal Support: a network of academic and personal support available to students. 
	Criteria
	Rating
	Evidence

	6.a The degree to which academic and personal support include opportunities to examine, explore, discuss and understand the changes associated with early adolescence.
	
	

	6.b The degree to which academic and personal support include counseling and guidance services to assist students in making life, career, and educational choices.
	
	

	6.c The degree to which academic and personal support includes a network of trained professionals, special programs and community resources available to assist those who have extraordinary needs and require additional services to cope with the changes of early adolescence and/or the academic demands of middle level education
	
	

	6.d The degree to which the support system promotes school/community partnerships and involves members of the community in school activities and initiatives, empowering and encouraging them to contribute and make decisions that benefit students.
	
	


Overall Rating for Essential Element #6: _________________

Rating for Essential Element #7: Professional Learning: professional training and staff development that are ongoing, planned, purposeful, and collaboratively developed. 
	Criteria
	Rating
	Evidence

	7.a The degree to which the district and staff are committed to providing quality professional development
	
	

	7.b The degree to which professional learning is individualized and intrinsically motivated.
	
	

	7.c The degree to which professional development learnings are integrated into classroom practice
	
	

	7.d The degree to which continuous professional learning is an integral part of the school culture.
	
	


Overall Rating for Essential Element #7: _________________
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