1.   Abstract

Through this application, the Graduate School of Education at Fordham University proposes to sponsor a Summer Institute for Teachers Program in partnership with the Yonkers Public School District, a local educational agency responsible for the daily administration of 39 schools serving over 25,000 students in grades PK-12.  One of New York State’s “Big Five” districts, the Yonkers Public School System has also been identified as a District in Need of Improvement (DINI) by the State.  Nearly one-quarter of the District’s schools are currently in restructuring status or have been identified as schools in need of improvement (SINI).

The District has created a comprehensive professional development plan designed to ensure that each Yonkers school meets the rigorous student achievement standards established by the State Education Department.  In support of this goal, Yonkers’ teachers, school administrators and other key personnel are required to participate in vigorous, sustained training sponsored either by the District or in tandem with external entities such as Fordham’s Graduate School of Education.  To that end, Summer Institute activities are intended to augment and enhance (without duplicating or supplanting) the District’s current efforts in this regard as they relate to mathematics and science. 
Aligned with State and Federal standards, the Summer Institute shall serve 60 Yonkers fifth and sixth grade teachers responsible for providing mathematics instruction in their buildings.  The Summer Institute’s main target audience will consist of educators who: a) are assigned to schools in corrective action, schools in restructuring, SINI or SURR status; b) are first or second year teachers changing assignments within their license; and/or, c) have been identified by the District as requiring additional professional development in order to build their content knowledge in the subject areas of mathematics, science and understanding of pedagogy.  

The Institute’s overarching goal is to increase teacher ability to deliver content-rich, standards-based instruction as part of a sustained strategy for improving student learning outcomes.  Planned activities will expose educators to research-based, validated strategies for the routine integration of science, mathematics, technology and other subjects in their classrooms.  Summer Institute enrollees will also explore innovative strategies for the provision of content-rich, standards-based instruction to ELL and LEP children.  Through the Institute’s interactive, “hands-on” approach, educators will practice developing engaging lesson plans addressing specific instructional needs and learning styles presented by their students.

In keeping with best practices in the field of K-12 education, Summer Institute attendees will also explore the compilation and analysis of various forms of data which drive instruction.  Within this paradigm, teachers will be immersed in research-based assessment strategies which can be used, in a longitudinal fashion, to measure student movement towards the Standards.  

In support of Yonkers’ efforts to provide sustained, standards-based training, each teacher will be introduced to a wealth of supportive materials which can be used throughout the academic year.  These items will include, but not be limited to: teacher manuals; educator websites; membership organizations for mathematics and science teachers; in addition to information about public and private organizations (e.g., the National Science Teachers Association, etc.) that define applicable standards and determine educational policy. 

