Le Moyne College
2008 Summer Institutes for Teachers of Mathematics and Science in Grades 5-8
Project Abstract

Le Moyne College will provide professional development opportunities to a maximum of eighty (80) teachers in mathematics and science through two summer institutes designed to improve content knowledge and strengthen pedagogical practices and thus to improve student academic performance.  Held on the Le Moyne College campus in Syracuse, New York, the week-long sessions will draw upon the professional faculty resources of the College’s Department of Mathematics and Computer Science and the Department of Education to design and lead the Institutes.  
The campus-based experience for each Institute will be augmented by special features to enrich the classroom learning experience for students in grades 5-8 as the teachers participating in the Institutes return to their respective classrooms in the fall.  Mathematics teachers, for example, will have the opportunity to explore real-world applications of mathematics through direct interactions with working scientists and mathematicians from a Syracuse engineering company that serves a global market in radar and sensing systems.  Likewise, teachers participating in the Science Institute will also augment their campus experience with a three-day field experience in the Adirondack State Park to develop lessons that they can bring back to their classrooms.

Le Moyne College presented a highly successful Mathematics Institute in 2007 for approximately 50 teachers.  The Mathematics Institute proposed for 2008 is modeled after the successful experience from 2007.  This year the College has also added a second Institute to serve science teachers.

Through scholarship, teaching and service, the Department of Mathematics and Computer Science and the Department of Education at Le Moyne College are learning communities in the Jesuit tradition dedicated to preparing and inspiring teacher leaders who practice participatory democracy and social justice in their classrooms and schools.

The Le Moyne College Department of Education carries full accreditation from the Teacher Education Accreditation Council.  It was recently re-accredited for the five-year period ending in 2012.
