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abstract
Molloy College has extensive experience in offering professional development opportunities for teachers through its Divisions of Education and Continuing Education & Professional Development. All related correspondence to 73 invited school districts as well as an information session held for prospective partners emphasized the priorities for teacher selection. A comprehensive list of criteria has been established giving preference to high-need schools and 5th - 8th grade teachers that fall within the State’s preferred enrollment guidelines. Molloy will also give higher enrollment status to those school districts who were partners in the grant last year. 

Building upon the strengths of last year’s summer math institutes, Molloy is planning to now offer both math and science 30 hour content area and technology courses with at least two sections each of 15 institutes utilizing both campuses (Nassau and Suffolk) during the summer of 2008. Thirty-five school districts in both Long Island counties including parochial schools under the Diocese of Rockville Centre are now partners, with over 600 teachers projected to participate in grant-supported courses spanning four days each. Eight of the 35 districts that are designated as high-need in one or more categories are partners. These include Brentwood, Central Islip, Freeport, Hempstead, Roosevelt, Uniondale, William-Floyd and Wyandanch. 
  
An on-line survey was created providing an opportunity for teachers to give input. Questions that require only an acknowledgement response include their current teaching assignment; content areas, topics and technology interests by grade levels; preference for graduate or in-service credit and campus locations; availability of math and science technology in their classrooms; comfort level with differentiated instruction; and awareness of new State Regents. A box has also been provided to enter any comments or suggestions. One hundred and thirty-six (136) teachers from approximately 20 districts responded; 22% of those projected to enroll by their districts completed the on-line survey. This feedback along with experience gained last year resulted in the development of the 15 institutes --- Differentiated Instruction in Teaching Mathematics (Grades 5- 6, Grades 7- 8); Problem-Solving Across the Grade Levels (Grades 5- 8); Reading and Writing in Mathematics (Grades 5- 8); Selected Topics in Elementary Mathematics with Problem-Solving (Grades 5- 6); Integrated Algebra and Technology (Grades 7- 8); Technology in Mathematics (Grades 7- 8); Geometry in the Classroom (Grades 5- 6, Grades 7- 8); Early Adolescent Development in the Mathematics Classroom (Grades 5- 8); Instructional Strategies in the Middle Childhood Mathematics Classroom (Grades 5- 8); Teaching Astronomy to Middle Schoolers (Grades 5- 8); Physical Science: Forces, Motion and Light (Grades 5- 8); Teaching Reading and Writing in Science (Grades 5- 8); How to Teach Science Interactively with Reciprocal Thinking and Feeling: An Elementary and Middle School Experience (Grades 5- 8). 
The proposed evaluation includes an assessment designed to measure the incremental educational value of the institutes to the teachers. A pre-survey with demographic and attitudinal questions used as a baseline, is compared to responses in an end of course post-survey. In addition, based on a set of rubrics, a sample lesson plan provided before the course is compared to one that incorporates knowledge gained from the institute highlighting its value. 
