St. Francis College's 2008 Summer Institutes for Teachers in Mathematics and Science will target teachers in grades five through eight in high-need schools in New York City in July and August.

Priority will be given to teachers who are 1) first and second year teachers; 2) teachers who are changing assignments and would benefit from professional development to improve student learning; and 3) teachers who have been identified as needing additional professional development in building content knowledge in mathematics and science and understanding of pedagogy.

Content area courses will be offered in Foundations of math and College Algebra, Biology, Human Biology (Physiology), Biological Forensics, Earth Science and Physical and Chemical Science. These courses will also include laboratory experience and all courses will include a computer as well as web based exercises. Each of these courses will feature weekly roundtables with working scientists and mathematicians. Roundtable discussion will focus on the scientists and mathematician's research and current issues within each discipline. The relevance of these subjects to the curriculum will be emphasized. Each of these courses will also have a distinct technology component. Students will have access to the course web sites for one year after the completion of the course. This will provide a means of continued support for the teachers as well as an opportunity to obtain relevant updates on current topics in these areas.

Participating teachers will benefit from the 2008 Summer Institute at St. Francis College by receiving 1) the opportunity to reinforce their content knowledge to aid their review of concepts in preparation for certification exams; and 2) experience with incorporating technology into their courses to enhance the delivery of content to the student.

