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	School District or BOCES Name:  The Ocean School, PS 197Q

	Address 825 Hicksville Rd.

	City Arverne, Far Rockaway                             
	State NY
	Zip 11691

	Contact Person Michael Koss
	Telephone w area code  (718) 327 1083

	E-mail Address  mkoss@shools.nyc.gov 
	Fax w area code  (718) 327-3518
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PS197Q a Corrective Action School cited for ELA in grade four, located in Far Rockaway, District 27, has partnered with Yeshiva Darchei Torah to propose  “A New York State of Mind” to improve student achievement in Literacy.

          “A New York State of Mind” will involve students in conducting research on New York State to develop an illustrated interactive Information Center. The students will investigate New York State using primary and secondary sources and will learn about the geography, immigration (interviewing different people), agriculture, and history.  They will explore tourist attractions and highlight them along with informative virtual guided tours on a website.

Students will have the opportunity to use ELA skills to complete such tasks as conducting research, as well as analyzing and synthesizing information to produce an interactive website which will be aligned to NYS ELA Standard 1: Information and Understanding, and Standard 2: Literary Response and Expression, (Critical Analysis, Main Idea, Theme, and Sequencing.)

To facilitate the objectives of “A New York State of Mind,” teachers will be involved in after school staff development, push in project support, as well as the local/regional Peer Review process. The Peer Review process is a NYS professional development initiative designed to help teachers improve the achievement of all students by enhancing teachers’ abilities to provide quality instruction based on the New York State Learning Standards. This project will culminate with teachers preparing a Learning Experience Outline to present at Local/Regional Peer Review session as a way to assess the validity of the project based on New York State Standards.
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