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The Cyber Civilizations Project will increase students’ achievement of the English language arts benchmarks for applying thinking skills, drawing conclusions, making inference, identifying multiple levels of meaning, and using critical analysis for 219 sixth grade students attending Broadway Middle School, Davis Middle School, and Holy Family Intermediate School.  This will be accomplished through a partnership with the Cornell University Theory Center.  Project activities will integrate SciFair virtual world technology (developed by the Theory Center) into the sixth-grade English language arts/social studies curriculum.  The Theory Center will design virtual world modules for each of the social studies units on ancient civilizations (Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, Rome, and the Middle Ages).  As students progress through the curriculum, they will engage in curriculum-based research using traditional and web-based resources to gather, classify, compare, and contrast information.  Students will use their research to create virtual world exhibits and populate them with written and digital materials authentic to the period.  The project will culminate with students using advanced design techniques to build their virtual worlds and then showcase their worlds for the school and community.  Project professional development will include 30 hours of staff development provided by Theory Center staff, online support from Theory Center Mentors, peer demonstration, and peer review.  Teachers will develop and implement instructional strategies that integrate the use of the virtual worlds technology into the classroom curriculum.  Project contact will be Joseph Hochreiter, Deputy Superintendent of Schools jhochreiter@elmiracityschools.com. (607) 735-3040   
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