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I.S. 292, a Title I Corrective Action school, and its non-public school partner, St. Benedict Joseph Labre School propose, “That’s My Word.” “That’s My Word” will reinforce ELA skills that support language for social interaction as students explore basic theatre, voice, movement, improvisation, and figurative language.  Through this linguistic journey, students will make connections between their personal lives and their surrounding neighborhood by becoming change agents responsible for addressing social injustices within their community.  Students will voice their socio-political expressions in the form of monthly podcasts published using iWeb.  Students will also use the iLife ’06 package to create a simulated radio broadcast and record interviews/video commentaries. Finally, students create a web-based literary compendium using Dreamweaver. Use of such a broad range of media will enable students in both schools to share their literary communications in several forums both in and outside of school.   

By employing spoken and written language for critical analysis and evaluation, “That’s My Word” will track and address the cited English Language Arts deficiencies starting in grade six, and continuing through grades seven and eight over a three-year period.  This collaborative proposal will target NYS English Language Arts Standards 3 and 4.

In addition to guiding the students in this digital communication process, the partnering teachers will participate in the Peer Review process.  The Peer Review process is a professional development initiative that will immerse educators in comprehensive standards-based learning through the preparation of a Learning Experience Outlines (LEO). This complete process is designed to improve classroom instruction by pairing technology-infused instruction with traditional educational practices in an effort to improve student achievement on NYS standardized examinations.
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