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	School District or BOCES Name     Robert A. VanWyck M. S. 217

	Address  85-05 144 Street

	City     Briarwood
	State  NY     
	Zip  11435

	Contact Person  Patrick Burns, Principal
	Telephone w area code   718-657-1120

	E-mail Address   pburns3@schools.nyc.gov
	Fax w area code   (718) 291-3668     
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M. S. 217, a SINI grade 6-8 middle school in Jamaica, Queens, is partnering with the George H. Murray Christian Academy. To improve our ELL students’ skills and scores in reading, writing, listening, and speaking, we have developed a technology-based Destination: Longevity project.  Students research their backgrounds and develop strategies for living good and healthy lives.  Students, and teachers during staff developments, gather, evaluate, cite, and use information from websites and develop original work products. Students and teachers from  M.S. 217 and the George H. Murray Christian Academy work with Teaching Matters, Inc. and our technology teachers.  The professional development and in-class programs integrate reading, writing , listening, and speaking with technology, including Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, Excel, Inspiration, IMovie, Adobe Dreamweaver’s Web Design, and search engines.   Using their web research, students and teachers create original iMovies, Excel spreadsheets and graphs, personal websites, blogs, wikis, poems, and narratives. Students use technology to study their countries of origin and to create digital documentaries on their countries of origin.  Students and staff present their original work to the school community at a culminating Multimedia Showcase.  
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