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	School District or BOCES Name Yonkers Public Schools  

	Address One Larkin Center  

	City Yonkers  
	State NY  
	Zip 10701  

	Contact Person Fern Eisgrub  
	Telephone w area code  (914) 376-8213  

	E-mail Address  feisgrub@yonkerspublicschools.org  
	Fax w area code  (914) 423-0518  
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  March 2005 New York State Mathematics Core Curriculum raised the bar of academic achievement for students.  State Education Department policy  regarding calculator use established guidelines to follow.  Yet at this time 61.0% of the Yonkers Public school students enter high school with scores below the level of proficiency on the New York State math assessment for 8th grade, making that bar more difficult to attain.   Local resources are not sufficient to provide all students with access to calculators outside of their instructional classrooms, challenging the opportunity for this technology to become an effective tool for student discovery and visualization of concepts and ideas.  

          Yonkers Public Schools’ proposed 2006-2009 Learning Technology Grant, Project Calculate, initiative provides access to calculator technology during classroom instruction, in after-school enrichment workshops that increase student motivation and self-confidence, and through teacher training that promotes student inquiry and making connections between multiple representations of mathematical models through a more effective use of technology.  Problem solving activities using calculators which are relevant to the curriculum are explored, and teachers have the opportunity to develop activities for implementation in their classrooms and after-school workshops. This initiative provides an excellent, sustainable model to raise the level of learning in mathematics to a higher standard of excellence, thereby providing students greater opportunities for success at the high school level. Each year students will be provided with the opportunity to participate in after-school enrichment workshops using calculator technology. The workshops will not only provide academic support for students, but opportunities for students to connect with teachers as mentors in an alternate learning environment.

           A total of forty-eight administrators and teachers will receive intensive, systematic professional development focused on integrating calculator technologies into the curriculum. To build capacity, participating teachers will serve as turnkey trainers and models for colleagues.  Pre and post-activity assessments will gauge program success and provide feedback for improvement.  

           Project objectives have been designed to assist students in meeting New York State Learning Standards:  Behaviors and Perceptions: Objective 1.0: 100% of participating administrators and teachers will demonstrate increased knowledge of calculators.  Teaching and Learning:  Objective 2.0: 90% of participating students will demonstrate increased engagement and motivation to successfully use calculators in demonstrating understanding of math curriculum.  Objective 3.0: 90% of participating students will demonstrate a 5% increase in Mathematics achievement.  Educational Environment:  Objective 5.0: 100% of participating teachers will develop technology-infused interdisciplinary and subject-specific curriculum documents.  Objective 6.0: Teacher and student access to online educational resources and the use of calculators will increase by 75%.  Family Supports:  Objective 7.0: 50% of participating parents will demonstrate increased awareness of the learning enhancement that calculators bring to mathematics.    
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