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	School District or BOCES Name Yonkers Public Schools  

	Address One Larkin Center  

	City Yonkers  
	State NY  
	Zip 10701  

	Contact Person Fern Eisgrub  
	Telephone w area code  (914) 376-8213  

	E-mail Address  feisgrub@yonkerspublicschools.org  
	Fax w area code  (914) 423-0518  
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  Yonkers Public Schools’ proposed 2006-2009 Learning Technology Grant, Project Where Do I Live?, captures an essential question of enduring interest to students and teachers alike: how can I describe where I am in relation to others?  The project is designed to establish a learning community in which teachers and students at School 23 (with the largest Arabic student population), Eugenio Maria de Hostos (with the largest Hispanic and ELL student population), and Sacred Heart Elementary Schools learn to use appropriate technology to implement new math and language arts concepts and skills through exploration of number-related data to address measurement, writing, and mapping skills in a problem-solving environment.  Expert facilitators from Teachers College Center for Technology and School Change, Columbia University, will provide workshops, in-class modeling and coaching, and assistance to teachers in designing standards-based projects that develop students’ relational thinking and math vocabulary.  Using the ‘backwards by design’ model developed by McTighe and Wiggins, teachers will discover Mapquest on the Internet and the software program, Neighborhood Map Machine, to expand students’ understanding of their neighborhood, importance of maps, enjoyment in representing their neighborhood with symbols and numbers, and satisfaction in using directions to describe their routes in the classroom, school, and community.       

           Four project objectives have been developed around three of the four components of Yonkers Five Year Plan: Behaviors and Perceptions: Objective 1: 100% of participating teachers will increase comfort and proficiency in infusing technology to strengthen and enrich content instruction in mathematics and language arts, by exploring new program and classroom management techniques in year 1, acquiring strategies for differentiation in year 2, and sharing technology skills and student work with other teachers and students in year 3.  Teaching and Learning:  Objective 2: 90% of participating students will improve academic performance specifically in problem-solving and communication and meet Math Standard 3; Objective 3: 90% of participating students will improve academic performance specifically in oral and written communication and meet English Language Arts standards 1 and 4.  Educational Environment: Objective 4: 100% of participating teachers and students will create learning communities that integrate technology to improve student learning in English language arts and mathematics and help students prepare to take their places in a ‘flattening’ global community.     
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