[image: image1.png]



THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT / THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK / ALBANY, NY 12234


OFFICE OF CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT

Anne Schiano - Assistant Director

Curriculum, Instruction, and Instructional Technology Team

Room 320 EB, Albany, New York 12234 (518) 474-5922; FAX: (518) 473-4884


2009-2012 Learning Technology Grant Program

Abstract

(Abstracts are posted as submitted by the LTG award winners)
	School District or BOCES Name NYC GEOG DIST #10 

	Address1 Fordham Plaza 

	City Bronx       
	State NY       
	Zip10458     

	Contact Person Luis Liz
	Telephone w area code 718 584-6140

	E-mail Address lliz@schools.nyc.gov
	Fax w area code 718 584-7794


	Learning Technology Grant 2009-12 Abstract
Plant growth will be an important part of space exploration in the future as NASA plans for long-duration missions to the moon. NASA scientists anticipate that astronauts may be able to grow plants on the moon, and the plants could be used to supplement meals.
In anticipation of the need for research into lunar plant growth third, fourth and fifth grade students at PS 291 ,PS 159 and St. Judes will work with NASA scientist Dr. Marci Delaney at the Goddard Space Center in an Engineering Design Challenge: Creating a Lunar Plant Growth Chamber. These elementary school students will design, build and evaluate lunar plant growth chambers -- while engaging in research- and standards-based learning experiences. Students participate in the engineering design process and learn how to conduct a scientific experiment following the scientific method process. This project will be aligned with the 3rd,4th and 5th grade Living Science curriculum.  Students across schools will share their research and project ideas using a variety of technology tools including online collaboration tools and videoconferencing.

           Habitat Moon is a NYSED STEM project that will focus on improving academic performance in science, literacy and mathematics serving students at PS 291   (grades K-4) an ethnically diverse SINI school of 708 students 66 % of our students are Spanish speaking (including new immigrants or first generation Americans from the Caribbean, Central, and South America); 23% of whom are limited English proficient. 97% are eligible for free /reduced lunch, indicative of the fact that most come from poor families. Many of the children entering PS 291 are deficient in basic math , science and reading skills. Scores show 60% of the students scored at level one and two in Reading and Math. PS 159 is a school in good standing and would like to continue to move students from level 3 to level 4.They will partner with PS 291 in the project.

         These students require a curriculum with a strong literacy component integrated into math and science hands on content.  St Judes is our non-public school partner in this LTG application.   Slightly more than 300 students attend St Judes. The students are mostly heterogeneously grouped within each grade. St Judes goals as a participant in this LTG are as follows: 1) Increase computer capacity for the school 2) Develop a program for integrating technology with curriculum. Habitat Moon will begin year 1 serving students in grades 3 and 4. Each year the program will target an additional grade culminating in year 3 serving students most in need in all grades. The school library media center will also serve as a critical component for content research and collaboration in this project in both schools.

Training in peer review and self assessment are key components of the staff development program and both schools understand the importance of applying these strategies with the goal of improving student performance on standardized tests.
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