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	Learning Technology Grant 2009-12 Abstract
        Buffalo Learning Academies – Burgard, East, International Preparatory, MST (Math, Science, and Technology), and South Park High Schools

The Buffalo City School District proposes to collaborate with the Center for Educational Leadership and Technology to initiate the Buffalo Learning Academies, which will marshal staff development expertise and technology resources to address the significant gaps in academic performance in secondary level Science and Social Studies among students in the District’s lowest performing, technology ready schools.  The five public high schools in this cohort are Burgard, South Park, East, International Preparatory, and MST (Math, Science, and Technology), the first two of which have SURR status.  These schools show evidence of need in the areas of Science and Social Studies, enjoy recently updated technology infrastructures, and employ the services of a full time Technology Integration Specialist for added support.  They will supply a total of 21 grades 9-12 Science and Social Studies teachers to take part in 9 annual 3.5 hour training sessions designed to facilitate the integration of laptop computers on mobile carts into content area classrooms.  Funds from the project and several other sources will provide enough Notebook laptop computers to ensure a 1:1 student:computer ratio in affected classrooms.  Training topics by CELT, a national leader in instructional technology consulting for large urban school districts, will progress from gaining basic technology competencies to integrating technology in collaborative project based environments to dissemination of learning technology resources for sustainability.  Training will have a STEM focus and cover valuable integration resources including the Virtual Learning System, other Web 2.0 tools, District software applications, and Promethean Interactive Whiteboards.  

The project’s goal is the improvement of student achievement through greater student engagement and more focused, efficient, collaborative use of technology in Science and Social Studies classrooms.  Its specific objectives are to:  increase teachers’ technology competency; increase the frequency of students’ computer use; increase the level and quality of technology integration into the curriculum; develop instructional resources for such integration; increase student engagement through technology use; and increase student achievement as measured by Regents Exams.  SUNY-Buffalo will conduct an external evaluation of project impact.
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