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The Oliver Wendell Holmes School, IS 204Q, a year 5 SINI School, located in District 30, has partnered with St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox School of Astoria, its non public partner to propose  “The Energy Effect” for its 2009-2012 LTG Grant to improve student achievement in Science, Math and ELA.

The “The Energy Effect” project is technology based and will help the schools meet the needs of our diverse 8th Grade ELL and special need learners who currently are experiencing difficulty as a subgroup in meeting the ELA, and science standards as established by the NYSED and assessed by the state exams.  This project will allow our students to examine different forms of energy, and help them comprehend a different perspective of energy, and how it correlates with our every day lives. The professional development and in-class programs integrate reading, writing, listening, and speaking with technology including Internet access and a browser which allow for Web 2.0 applications. They will use collaborative tools to work on word processing documents, online presentations, and shared spreadsheets.  They will use graphic organizer software, such as Inspiration. They will use laptops, with built-in cameras and software to create their graphic novels and movies.

The project will build student learning skills necessary in improving achievement in NY State ELA standards 1 and 2 by engaging students in the process of decoding and comprehending a range of literacy devices necessary to acquire information for clarity and extended meaning. Additionally, MST Standards 1, 2, 3 and 4 will be targeted by accessing, processing and transferring science and math information using appropriate technologies while seeking answers on how energy relates to our world and our lives.  This inter-disciplinary project will provide our diverse population multiple opportunities to learn using different learning styles and therefore prompting significant gains on state mandated content exams each year.

In order to facilitate the objectives of the “The Energy Effect” project, teachers will receive extensive in-class professional development and be able to demonstrate increased comfort and proficiency in designing technology infused curriculum to strengthen and enrich science, math and ELA instruction.

The project will culminate with an Energy Extravaganza that will provide the students an opportunity to present the knowledge they acquired and display the products they created to parents, invited guests, and community members. The culmination of this project will help engage both public and non public educators to reflect together on each other’s work and foster an environment where noteworthy feedback is part of the learning process. 
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