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	Learning Technology Grant 2009-12 Abstract
IS 49, Bertha A Dreyfus, located in district 31, a NCLB Restructuring – Year 4 school, and Saint Clare’s propose “Space for Rent,” website project which will challenge targeted classrooms and students to create and sustain a biosphere/civilization on a new terrestrial location.  Following the students over a three year period, targeted students will research the social and political struggles of early civilizations. Additionally, they will investigate how simple and complex machines built ancient building, populations and eco systems work, as well as weather and water in order to create a model biome and civilization that could be established on another planet.  Students will prepare infomercials that will be presented a mock global summit in which viewers will decide which biome model is most viable.  In the second stage of “Space for Rent,” students will begin exploring various planets and moons to find a sufficient location for their proposed biome. This exploration will include space travel preparation, navigating and repairing a space probe, the collection of rock samples, testing atmospheric conditions, interviewing scientists and astronauts, and famous explorers. Student findings and discoveries will be shared in an interactive blog, pod cast, and website.  In the third stage, students will apply what they have learned about creating a biome, historical social and political struggles, as well as law and government in order to start a new society on a selected planet/moon. Activities will include building a biosphere, establishing governmental structures, news reports of progress via blog posts and website updates.  All student developed activities for the “Space for Rent,” website will be aligned to New York State ELA Standard 1: Information and Understanding, Standard 3 Critical Analysis and Evaluation and Standard 4: Social Interaction Furthermore NYS Standards, MST 1, 2, 3, and 4 are also addressed.
To facilitate these objectives of “Space for Rent,” project, teachers will be involved in after school staff development, push in project support, and will participate in the Peer Review process. The Peer Review process is a NYS professional development initiative designed to help teachers improve the achievement of all students by enhancing teachers’ abilities to provide quality instruction based on the New York State Learning Standards. 
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