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	Learning Technology Grant 2009-12 Abstract
Elizabeth Blackwell School 210Q, a Corrective Action School, cited for ELA and Math scores in grade 8, located in District 27, has partnered with Our Lady of Perpetual Help to propose  “The Rhythm Of Our Lives”. “The Rhythm Of Our Lives,” will give students an opportunity to create their own original musical albums by using Garage Band, the Internet, and Photoshop. A web site entitled “Literacy Rocks” will include student’s original: Poetry, Dramatic Readings, Dialogue, Monologues, Sonnets, Free Writing Prose, Haikus, Soliloquies, Ballads, Chinquapins, and Rhymes.  Students will also interview musicians, audio engineers, how Science and Math drive MIDI instruments, how to design your own musical instrument, as well as famous music inventors. (e.g. Shohé Tanaka, Robert Moog, and Paul Tutmarc)
All student activities/projects will be aligned to New York State ELA Standard 1: Information and Understanding, Reading and Writing and Standard 3 Information and Understanding, Reading and Writing Listening and Speaking for critical analysis and evaluation. NYS Standards, MST 1, 2, 3, and 4 will also be addressed.
To facilitate these objectives of “The Rhythm Of Our Lives,” project, teachers will be involved in after school staff development, push in project support, as well as participate in a local/regional Peer Review session. The Peer Review process is a researched based professional development initiative endorsed by the NYS Education Department that helps teachers improve the achievement of all students by enhancing teachers’ abilities to provide quality instruction based on the NYS Standards. This project will conclude with teachers preparing a Learning Experience Outline to present at Local/Network Peer Review conference, which in turn will assess the validity of the project using warm and cool feedback and the New York State Standards. Both schools will also participate in developing a standards based website.
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