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Learning Technology Grant 2009-12 Abstract
The Library Media Center at Preston High School will provide select teachers and students with rudimentary 
video production knowledge and post production opportunities on school premises [NYS Standards 5.2, 5.3] 
to encourage video literacy and better video productions [NYS Standard 5.4], and promote better communication/presentation skills overall [NYS Standards 4.1, 3.2].

The plan for the Broadcasting unit is to enhance student attention/participation for school announcements, activities and current events [NYS Standard 4.1].  It will demand a focus on these presentation skills [NYS Standard 3.2].

“Students will enjoy and appreciate a videotape program created at their school especially for them.  A resourceful media specialist could accrue a small library of these programs over the school year. …Of course, video programs worth keeping don’t just happen.  They are the result of knowledge and experience in video production,” (Television Production for Elementary and  Middle Schools.  Kyker,  Keith and Curchy, Christopher. p. 69).

Filmmaking is a collaborative effort that engages multiple intelligences, abilities and learning skills. The content of student video production can be as diversified as the subjects taught.

“Thousands of young people are now learning to use digital cameras and computer editing systems to tell stories and demonstrate mastery of their studies. In the process, they are preparing for the jobs of the future by becoming literate in the language of the 21st Century,”  (AFI: Screen Education Center, http://www.afi.com/education/screened/screened.aspx).
Our Media Center’s objective is to initiate and expand this literacy.

Video-taping class presentations will provide teachers and students the opportunity to critique in-class presentations, and preserve guest lectures.  Classes in the Fine and Technical Arts Department will now be able to introduce post-production editing with the equipment and instruction provided by this grant.  Continued participation in interscholastic competitions will be encouraged, (e.g. ThinkQuest: NYC, Seen & Heard National Student Expression Contest, NHD: National History Day, NCTE Competition Literary Magazine, etc).  The Broadcasting Unit of the Library Media Center (Year 3) will naturally foster intra- and inter-school communication, whereby other schools can log in and benefit from tele-conferences.
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