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The North Rose-Wolcott Central School District has designed a project to integrate learning technology into Grades 3-8 classroom with the goal of increased student achievement.  This project is entitled DVI-Tech (Direct Vocabulary Instruction through Technology). Our project is a combination of professional development in the research based Marzano’s Eight Characteristics of Vocabulary Development and the integration of technology to promote non-linguistic representations of knowledge.  Marzano stressed that “subject-specific terms are the best target for direct vocabulary instruction”.  Through this grant, the incorporation of technology will allow the student and teachers to bring words to life such as through sounds, pictures and movement.

The Leavenworth Middle School is currently listed as a New York State SINI school for English Language Arts and for Special Education.  Through item analysis across Grades 3-8 curricula, the common thread of weakness for our students is terminology and vocabulary. To raise our academic standards across the curriculum including STEM, we will provide teachers with sustained professional development on the integration of technologies into curricula and instruction to create new learning environments.  Over the course of three years, three multi-discipline teacher cohorts will each engage in 50 hours of professional development activities including, skill building technology workshops, research based direct vocabulary instruction strategies, technology integrated lesson planning and development, peer review of lesson plans, collegial learning circles, and through coaching/mentoring. DVI-Tech objectives include:

1) Increase teachers’ utilization of technology elements to improve classroom instruction through technology integrated methodologies. 

2) Employ the use of modern technology hardware, software and on-line resources to improve school performance and improve the individual learning level for all students. 

3) Creating 100 peer reviewed classroom lesson plans that incorporate technology use with researched based learning strategies. 
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