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        PS 149 The Danny Kaye School, a School in Corrective Action, and its non-public school partner, New Grace Education Center, propose Going Green: A Digital Collaboration in Environmental Awareness, a collaborative project designed to improve math, science and ELA achievement while exposing students to important environmental issues.

The project will involve students in grades 3-5 (2-5 at the public school) and will involve students in the following projects: creating environmental models, implementing recycling plans, and conducting surveys. Activities will include comparing changes in nature to changes in human behavior, collecting data and representing it using graphs and charts, measuring objects and time, using scientific inquiry processes to explore the reasons for natural phenomena, and others. Students will learn how to filter appropriate and accurate information using Internet-based research and qualitative observations. Peer-to-peer collaboration will be encouraged, encouraging students to improve their ability to engage in meaningful talk. Students will use technology platforms such as Dreamweaver, Microsoft PowerPoint, and Google Apps to present data and conclusions and will understand the elements involved in conveying a message through a medium. Teachers will incorporate the Brain Pop program into science lessons, giving students an opportunity to engage in multimedia experiences that are directly relevant to the NYS science core curriculum. 

Teachers at both schools will specifically focus on continuing to close the achievement gap for students with disabilities by ensuring that that subgroup is actively engaged in the technology integration.

To facilitate the objectives of the proposal, participating teachers will receive consistent professional development on using instructional technology such as SMART Boards effectively so that the equipment enhances curriculum and engages all students. Specific attention will be given to ensure that students with disabilities are actively engaged in the technology integration. Teachers will also participate in share sessions to discuss successes and challenges of the integration.
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