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	Learning Technology Grant 2009-12 Abstract
PS/MS 42Q, a Restructuring school and a School Requiring Academic Progress cited for English Language Arts in regards to our Students with Disabilities/Special Needs population has partnered with St. Rose of Lima, a non-public school also located in Far Rockaway (Queens County) NY.  St. Rose of Lima serves students with similar academic needs of PS/MS 42Q as evidenced by data shown in the needs section.  Our proposed project entitled “The Once and Future Footsteps” will require third grade students to engage in researching their family’s ancestral roots, focusing in on genetics, (eye color, hair color, etc).  They will create a Time Capsule filled with things from the past and items for the future.   Students will be asked to conduct interviews with family members, elders and others to ascertain pertinent information and oral histories that will ultimately lead to the creation of digital scrapbooks, digital family trees, genetics and memoirs.  All student developed activities for the “The Once and Future Footsteps” website will be aligned to New York State ELA Standard 1: Information and Understanding, and ELA Standard 3 Critical Analysis and Evaluation. Additionally NYS Standards, MST 3, and MST 4 are also addressed.
To facilitate these objectives of “The Once and Future Footsteps” project, teachers will be involved in after school staff development, push in project support, as well as participate in a Peer Review conference in June of each grant year. The Peer Review process is designed to help teachers improve the performance of their students by enhancing teachers’ abilities to provide quality instruction through lesson plans that directly support the NYS Learning Standards. This project will conclude with teachers preparing a Learning Experience Outline to present at a Peer Review conference as a way to assess the success of the grant project. 
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