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 P.S. 44 and St. Adalbert’s R.C. will participate in a school wide project in which both schools will work collaboratively toward a common goal. The goal is to create greener schools by leaving a more environmentally conscious footprint upon the community and world.   A total of two hundred students in grades two-five from P.S.44 and St. Adalbert R.C. will work together to gain a deeper understanding of the environmental challenges facing the world in the 21st century.  This project will provide the opportunity for students to join in a life-long commitment of creating and maintaining a "greener world".  This NY State Standards based project will provide an opportunity for students to meet and exceed the NY-State Standards in Science, Math, and Language Arts as students are introduced to the perilous effects of global warming, the vital importance of planet and animal conservation, and the development and proliferation of "green energy".  A residency with the SI Zoo will provide a rigorous course of study for teachers and students as they embark on an exciting learning adventure where research will be conducted through the use of text, digital resources, and community resources. This will provide information in which students can better comprehend the necessary steps needed to safeguard our planetary resources in the 21st century.  Students will research pioneers of the green revolution and be exposed to the idea of how these environmental heroes thought outside the box when addressing the environmental problems caused by the human footprint. The Ning social network will provide an online community where students will publish films, podcasts, blogs, and a newspaper called "The Green Zone". It is anticipated that these activities will increase students’ scores by one level in (grades 3-5) on NYS ELA, NYS MATH and NYS SCIENCE as well as a noticeable increase in overall student achievement scores on Acuity.  Topics that are related to planet survival such as:  global warming, habitat conservation, animal conservation, non- fossil fuel sources of energy, energy conservation, recycling, and water conservation will be researched by students through the use of computers (technology).  After investigating different sources of energy, students can begin to create a plan on how to spread the message to families and communities about the importance of living a greener life. 
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