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	Learning Technology Grant 2009-12 Abstract

Yonkers Public Schools’ proposed 2009-2012 Learning Technology Grant Project, Where Do I Live? captures an essential question of enduring interest to students and teachers alike: how can I describe where I am in relation to others? The project is designed to establish a learning community in which teachers and students in grades K-4 at School 13 (with a large ELL population), Westchester Hills School 29 (with an autistic population), and the non-public Greenburgh-Graham School (a special education school) learn to expand children’s understanding of their neighborhood. This STEM project is based on an authentic exploration of number-related data to address measurement skills, writing using mathematical language, and mapping skills in a problem-solving environment. The project will establish a learning community in which K-5 teachers and students will use Google Earth and other appropriate technology to engage with key math concepts and skills. Students will discover the importance of maps, the enjoyment of representing their neighborhood with symbols and numbers, and the satisfaction of using directions to describe their routes in the classroom, school, and neighborhood. On-site facilitators from the Center for Technology and School Change (CTSC) at Teachers College, Columbia University will provide a series of workshop to help teachers learn the technology, and show them how to design student-centered authentic projects.  Using Wiggins and Grant’s (1997) Understanding by Design, teachers will come to understand their critical role as designers of student learning.  CTSC facilitators will follow the workshop with a series of visits to each teachers’ classroom to provide in-class modeling and coaching as the teachers implement the standards-based projects, projects that have as their goal developing students’ relational thinking and math vocabulary.
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